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= Ss Health: festive de-stress 


By LEE DRUTMAN 
Tube tied 


How times have changed. It used to be 
that a few extra chins was a sign of pros- 
Perity, a rarified symbol of wealth. Now 
it’s a national health crisis with costs esti- 
mated into the billions. According to 
U.S. Surgeon General David Satcher, 
three out of five Americans are over- 
weight. This year, 300,000 Americans 
will experience a death hastened or 
even caused by obesity. Experts predict 
this number to continue to inflate, soon 
surpassing tobacco as the leading cause 
of preventable death in this country. So, 
how did things get so bad? 

Well, I’m going to go out on a 
limb here and blame the fast-food 
industry, which feeds one in four 
North Americans on any given day 
with its fatty burgers and greasy fries 
and corn syrupy soft drinks, according 
to Eric Schlosser’s book Fast Food 
Nation. And I’m going to take a 
chance and blame television, which 
consumes four hours of the average 
North Amercian’s day. 

The crisis is especially acute among 
our young, where the number of over- 
weight children is up about 50 percent 


she only” wantediton win 
now youlnel hen cniy hope 


in the last 15 years, to about 14 percent. 
Oddly enough, the last 15 years have 
also seen a massive boom in the 
amount of programming on television 
as well as an explosion in the popularity 
of video games, The average kid now 
spends three hours daily in front of the 
television, according to TV Free America, 

Meanwhile, fast food restaurants 
aggressively court children with in- 
store playgrounds and happy meals 
featuring the latest toy, soda compa- 
nies ceaselessly target school districts 
for exclusive deals to install vending 
machines and junk food manufactur- 
ers advertise incessantly during chil- 
dren's television shows. 

The easiest thing, of course, is to 
blame our schools. And that’s exactly 
what Surgeon General Satcher does. 
He recommends that schools jam 
more physical education into their cir- 
ricula and cut the fats and up the vita- 
mins in school lunches. Well, duh. 

The hard thing to do is to blame 
the fast food industry, to blame televi- 
sion, to blame junk food. This Satcher 
does, but only very weakly. For exam- 
ple, he suggests that the restaurant 
industry provide “reasonable portion 
sizes.” Is a quarter-pounder with 
cheese really an unreasonable portion? 

What can be done? Could we 
treat fast food companies the way we 
treat, say, tobacco companies, limiting 
their ability to advertise and requiring 
health warnings to come on the pack- 
age of every bacon cheeseburger? 
Could the family of a long-time 
McDonald's customer sue after he dies 
early of a heart-attack brought on by 
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too many Big Macs? What if food 
packaging required nutrition informa 
tion on the front of the box instead of 
the side? Could we limit the amount 
of programming on television to cer- 
tain hours? These are enticing possibil- 
ities. But not likely ones. 

One reasonable step is to educate 
North Americans more fully about the 
choices they make every day, how just 
30 minutes of walking a few days a 
week can make a real difference and 
how a bucket of fried chicken can ruin 
their life. The lives of hundreds of 
thousands of us and billions of dollars 
of healthcare costs are at stake here. 

But the odd thing is that many 
people are already concerned with 
their weight, constantly fretting over 
added pounds and frantically trying 
newfangled diets. And when asked, 
almost half of North Americans say 
they watch too much television. So 
why the disconnect? 

I'll tell you why. We are constantly 
subjected to incessant ads by fast food 
and junk food companies, ads designed 
to appeal to our hunger sensations, not 
to our better judgement. Television and 
its $40 billion a year in advertising gives 
us a milion sex- and violence-laden 
incentives to stay seated, but few to go 
out for a walk. Anybody who's been ‘on 
a diet or an exercise regiment can tell 
you it takes some willpower. And not all 
of us have the willpower to withstand 
constant marketing assaults to us to 
Stay seated and enjoy our Big Mac. 
Until we are free of those constant mar- 
keting assaults, winning the battle of 
the bulge will likely be a losing fight. © 
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THREE DOLLAR BILL 


By RICHARD BURNETT 


Heroes and zeroes 


Here’s my sixth annual column of the 
year’s heroes and zeroes. Enjoy! 

Hero: Toronto drag sensation 
Enza Supermodel—a.k.a. Enza Ander- 
son—who is campaigning to replace 
Stockwell Day as leader of the Canadi- 
an Alliance party. Enza, whom | met 
when we both guested on PrideVi- 
sion’s So Gay TV last summer, meets 
all the basic requirements for candida- 
cy, including the $25,000 deposit. 
Enza won 13,518 votes to place third 
in Toronto's mayoral race last year and 
says “the best appeal is always a guy 
in a dress.” You go, girl. 

Hero: Progressive Conservative 
party leader Joe Clark, who credits the 
pink vote for his Calgary Centre win last 
year. Clark was then crowned Grand 
Marshall of Calgary's June 10 Gay Pride 
parade, marking the peak of his political 
resurgence. When asked why he hadn't 
dressed a “bit more festive,” Clark, with 
typical aplomb, responded, “I'm a pret- 
ty dull guy. I'm not wearing a tie. Isn’t 
that extraordinary?” 

Zero: Almost all mainstream 
media outlets, who, in the wake of 
September 11, largely ignored gays 
and lesbians in their heterosexualized 
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coverage of grieving wives, husbands, 
children, friends and families. There 
was little to no coverage of gay heroes 
and victims like FDNY chaplain Father 
Mychal Judge, Flight 93 passenger 
Mark Bingham and Flight 77 co-pilot 
David Charlebois. 

Zero: jerry Falwell, who, two days 
after the September 11 terrorist attacks, 
told former Republican presidential can- 
didate Pat Robertson on Robertson’s 
fundamentalist Christian TV show The 
700 Club that “pagans, abortionists, 
feminists and gays and lesbians—all of 
them who have tried to secularize 
America—| point the finger in their face 
and say, ‘You helped this happen.” 

Hero: Former CBS News anchor 
Walter Cronkite, who told TV Guide 
that Falwell’s remarks were “the most 
abominable thing I’ve ever heard.” 

Zero: September 11 ringleader 
Mohammed Atta, whom The National 
Enquirer reports was gay. “Atta’s lover 
was his right-hand man, Abdulaziz 
Alomari, who was with Atta when he 
crashed the plane into the North 
Tower,” the tabloid claimed. 

Hero: Nova Scotia, which became 
the first Canadian province to register 
same-sex civil unions. 

Zero: Quebec, which tabled a 
draft bill in November that would 
make it just the second Canadian 
province to register same-sex civil 
unions. The announcement was clear- 
ly timed to deflect attention away 
from Montreal couple Michael Hen- 
dricks and René LeBoeuf’s lawsuit 
against Quebec and the feds for the 
right to marry. Though the draft bill 
also denies same-sex couples the 
right to adopt children—a right gays 
and lesbians have already won in 
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Alberta and British Columbia—justice 
minister Paul Bégin had the gall to 
call it the most gay-positive legislation 
in North America. 

Hero: The Netherlands, which 
became the first country in the world 
to legalize gay marriage. The coun- 
try’s Central Bureau of Statistics 
reports 2,100 men and 1,700 
women married someone of the 
same sex between April 1 and Sep- 
tember 30, comprising 3.6 per cent 
of all new Dutch marriages. 

Hero: Ab-fab standup comedian 
Margaret Cho, who cracked at her 
November 21 gig in Montreal, “Kh 
government that would deny a gay 
man the right to a bridal registry is a 
fascist government.” 

Hero: Canada’s PrideVision TV, 
the world’s first GLBT television net- 
work, which launched on September 
7. Last month PrideVision reached an 
average 145,000 viewers daily to rank 
eighth among all the new Canadian 
digital channels. SexTV ranked first, 
with 293,000 viewers. Surf to 
www.pridevisiontv.com for news and 
programming schedules. 

Zero: The three or four thugs 
who beat Aaron Webster to death on 
November 17 in Vancouver's Stanley 
Park, a popular cruising spot for gay 
men. News reports now indicate Van- 
couver police have also bungled the 
investigation. Meanwhile, gay-bashing 
remains a crisis throughout Canada. 
Even in Montreal, one of the world’s 
great gay meccas with a gay popula- 
tion topping 450,000, there are 
roughly one to five gay-bashings 
every week, depending on the season. 
Most go unreported. 

Hero: National newsmaking cou- 


ple Theo Wouters and Roger Thibault 
for fighting homophobia in their sleepy 
Montreal borough of Pointe Claire. 
Their neighbour Robert Walker alleged- 
ly tried to run them over with his car 
and goes to court next year, charged 
with assault with a deadly weapon. 

Hero: Mark Steyn—who would 
normally rate a zero—for writing in his 
February 12 National Post column, 
“Few Hollywood couples are prepared 
to stay together for the sake of their 
kids, the exception being Jodie Foster 
and her turkey baster, though they 
too are now said to sleep separately, 
one taking the master suite, the other 
the kitchen drawer.” 

Hero: Montreal, whose Le Choeur 
Ouvert gay and lesbian choir was cho- 
sen to host the seventh quadrennial 
International Festival of Gay and Les- 
bian Choirs in 2004 (over 5,500 
singers, 110 choruses and 35 ensem- 
bles from nine countries are expected 
to attend), and whose Montreal 2006 
Bid Organization landed the city the 
2006 Gay Games, the most festive 
sporting event in the city’s history. 
Happy New Year! © 


The new VUE | 
Weekly is here? 


‘ 
] 
| 


Dec 27 Jan 1 Motep's Groove 
dan 2-6 Junior and The Do-Right Aces 


10329 Whyte Avenue » 439-3981 


RNATIVE GUIDE TO 
1AT’S REALLY GOING ON... 


GARY—Balloons don’t fly high 
ugh, spacecraft don’t fly low 
enough. That's why so little is known 
about what scientists have jokingly 
dubbed the “Ignoro-sphere”—the 
outer layer of the earth’s atmosphere, 
from 40 to 100 kilometres above sea 
level. But it shall be ignored no longer 
thanks to a $14.5 million mission 
launched from NASA’‘s Langley 
Research Centre in early December. 

Known as SABER (Sounding of the 
Atmosphere using Broadband Emis- 
sion Radiometry), the mission will 
spawn two probes. One will fly low 
over the earth’s polar regions measur- 
ing ozone depletion anc greenhouse 
gasses. The other will fly ultra-high, 
using instruments to map temperature 
and chemistry along the extreme 
outer altitudes where our atmosphere 
first interacts with the sun‘s radiation. 
By recording subtle changes in climate 
at such height, scientist hope to better 
understand and predict shifts in global 
climate at lower altitudes, as brought 
on by natural events and human poli- 
cies and industry. 

“Because it's such a thin atmos- 
phere,” says James M. Russell Ill, 
SABER’s principle investigator, “special 
global change will likely be seen in 
that region of the atmosphere before 
it's seen here at the earth’s surface.” 
NASA scientists have expressed hope 
that their research will provide the 
best possible data for policy makers 
seeking solutions to climate change. 

Meanwhile, elsewhere in global 
warming news, Robert O. Mendel- 
sohn, an economist at the Yale Univer- 
sity School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies, is perhaps giv- 
ing a whole new meaning to the word 
“Ignoro-sphere” by noting that such 
solutions may not in fact be terribly 
desirable. On December 7—the day of 
SABER’s launch—the New York Times 
feported on a new analysis by Mendel- 
sohn which concludes that the eco- 
nomic benefits of global warming will 
likely slightly outweigh the total costs 
for Americans, especially northerners. 
(Canadians, take heed.) According to 
Mendelsohn’s math, a four degree 
Fahrenheit rise in temperature and a 
one foot rise in sea level would actually 
ped. $20 billion (U.S.) into 

erica’s flagging economy. 

Mendelsohn’s new book, Global 
J and the American Economy 

dward Elgar Publishing), tells the tale. 
He claims that North American farmers 


migrate northward, but that will méan 


pee costs for northerners 


on will flourish. Hikers and 


golfers will welcome the change. Overall, 
Americans will be the grand fiscal benefi- 
Ciaries of this brave new warmth. 

Of course, there are some things 
which economics (at least, Mendel- 
sohn’s economics) cannot measure— 
for instance, species loss and the 
dislocation of millions of people living 
along U.S. coastal lowlands. Mendel- 
sohn notes in the article that no dollar 
value can be ascribed to such “pain.” 
But that doesn’t mean that money 
should be spent on averting climate 
change. “If it were cheap to do, I'd 
keep the climate constant,” he’s quot- 
ed as saying. “But it’s not cheap. For 
every dollar we spend on mitigation, 
at most we would get 10 cents back, 
and it could only be one cent. To me, 
it looks like a very bad investment.” 

So, what does Mendelsohn ignore 
in his book-keeping? Aside from a 
great deal of scientific research which 
suggests that a runaway greenhouse 
effect could be much more catastroph- 
ic and a little less fun-in-the-sun than 
he frames it, Mendelsohn’s analytical 
“Ignoro-sphere” appears to consist of 
all world geography not currently 
demarcated by U.S. borders. Factors 
such as a melted Canadian north, dis- 
appearing coral reefs and tropical 
forests, scorched tropical farms, mil- 
lions of global coastal refugees and 
uncounted other social and ecological 
changes have simply not been includ- 
ed on his ledger. He freely admits this, 
noting that the biggest losers “are the 
poor tropical countries, not the rich 
industrialized countries that have done 
the most polluting. Even if it’s not 
worth trying to stop this climate 
change, | think we have a responsibili- 
ty to make things right for the tropical 
countries. We should be helping them 
right now to develop economically. 
The more developed they are, the bet- 
ter they can adapt.” . 

‘Mendelsohn was apparently rot. 
asked by the New York Times whether 
he himself would be investing in 
Bangladesh or Igloolik this year.— 
Anaus LEECH 
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Don't be so Bossy around 
the kids—Orr else! 


EDMONTON—Abusive parents. 
Coaches who teach eight-year-olds 
the neutral zone trap rather than let- 
ting them work on skating, passing 
and offensive creativity. Big kids 
drilling little kids. All of these factors 
are driving Canada’s youth out of 
minor hockey—and a couple of 
greats of the game are trying to 
change that. 

“There's not enough respect in 
the game anymore, on and off the 
ice,” Bobby Orr said when he was in 
town earlier this month. “We don’t 
have control over what happens in 
the NHL, but we do have control 
over minor sports.” Orr's Safe & Fun 
Hockey Camp made a stop in St. 
Albert, giving dozens of minor hock- 
ey players the chance to take on fun- 
first shooting and skating drills 
coordinated by Orr and another hall 
of famer, four-time Stanley Cup wine 
ner Mike Bossy. Because hockey is far 
too competitive at the novice and 
atom levels, young kids are quitting 
in droves and Orr says that parents 
need to promote values ahead of 
wins when taking on the task of vol- 
unteering in hockey 

Bossy and Orr believe the quality 
of Canada’s national game has taken a 
nose dive because of bad habits ham- 
mered into kids by parents so desper- 
ate to see their kids make the NHL 
that they forget minor hockey is about 
fun. Considering hockey’s importance 
in our culture, the minor hockey void 
could even be called a crisis. 

" “Hockey is supposed to be fun 
for everybody,” said Orr. “But we've 
lost sight of that in minor sports. If 
you don’t build a strong foundation, 
your house falls down. Kids need to 
have a great respect for the game.” 
And that’s another problem Orr sees 
with our system: too many games, 
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far too much competition and hit- 
ting on young bodies not yet ready 
to take punishment. It's fine for the 
juniors to hit, but younger kids— 
especially in young leagues where 
huge kids play with small kids—are 
only repelled from the game by 
mean play. Moreover, coaches are 
boring kids to death by trying to be 
volunteer Scotty Bowmans and 
teaching young kids complex defen- 
sive systems. Orr believes that Cana- 
dian kids should play hockey in its 
purest shinny or pond-hockey 
form—and through that, they'll nat- 
urally learn how to stickhandle, pass 
and shoot, lost arts in the modern 
hockey world. “No question there is 
too much strategy in minor hockey 
today,” Orr lamented. 

Bossy, the first rookie to ever 
become a 50-goal man in the NHL, 
agrees. “Minor hockey today is very 
structured,” he said, “When | played 
as a boy, it wasn’t structured at all. We 
didn’t put six, seven and eight-year- 
olds together and try to work as a 
team. The strategies are taking away 
from the skills, Kids need to learn how 
to shoot properly, first. 

“Today there is too much pressure 
on the kids, and many are getting 
stressed out. When | was playing 
minor hockey, | played a lot and | was 
never stressed out. | played because it 
was fun.” Both players agree that it’s 
this same over-reliance on systems 
that is killing the game at a pro level, 
too. Great players are being wasted 
because they are forced into a system, 
even when their talent level is too 
high for it. Bossy and Orr believe that 
coaches must leave the best players to 
their own devices. 

In a time when Canada is doing 
a whole lot of soul-searching about 
the future of the game in this coun- 
try, these legends provide a reminder 
that hockey was created in the first 
place so players would enjoy them- 
selves. And the nation would better 
off if we regained sight of that.— 
STEVEN SANDOR 
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Peace, love and 
understanding 


My mother says I'll never be able 
to understand what it’s like for a 
nation to be without a country. 
She went through the Holocaust, 
saw her home destroyed in 
Poland, lost her parents and little 
brother and finally ended up here, 
in Israel, the land she swore she 
would never leave. 

My Palestinian friend Ghassan 
says I'll never be\ able to under- 
stand what it’s like\for a nation to 
live under occupation. No, he 
didn't go through the Holocaust, 
and his whole family Is alive, 
thank God, at least far now, But 
he’s had it up to here with Israeli 
Soldiers at the border checkpoint. 
"Sometimes you make it through 
the roadblock in a second or 
two, but sometimes, when 
they‘re bored, they can make 
you feel like life isn’t worth liv- 
ing. They force you to wait for 
hours in the sun for no reason, to 
humiliate you.” 

Adina, the neighbour from 
downstairs, says that I'll never be 
able to understand what it’s like to 
lose a loved one in a suicide 
bombing. “No death can be more 
meaningless than that,” she says. 
"My brother died for two rea- 
sons—because he was Israeli and 
because he felt like having an 
espresso in the middle of the 
night. If you can think of any 
dumber reasons for dying, let me 
know. And there isn’t even anyone 
to get mad at. After all, the guy 
that killed hirn is already dead him- 
self, blown to pieces.” 

My mother says that we have 
no other place to go, that no 
matter where we go, we'll always 
be strangers, hated. Ghassan says 
that my country is an alien and 
strange entity and that there is 
nothing like it anywhere else in 
the world. There it is, in the mid- 
die of the Middle East, pretending 
to be in the heart of Europe, and 
it Just doesn’t get that it’s located 
in the heart of a desert, surround- 
ed by a Middle Eastern mentality 
that it refuses to acknowledge. 
Adina says we're living on bor- 
rowed time, that every time she 
sees the Palestinian children 
going wild with joy and handing 
out candy after every terror 
attack, she thinks about how 
these children are going to grow 
up. So | should stop all that non- 
sense about peace, 

And if there is one thing that 
my mother, Ghassan and Adina 
have in common, it’s that they 
are all certain that | simply can’t 
understand what’s going on in 
their heads. But I'm actually 
pretty good at figuring out 
what's going on in other peo- 

_ ple’s heads. It’s just a shame that 
| can’t invent new thoughts for 
, ‘too- ynes that are a little 
fraid, a little less hateful. 
s more positive and 
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Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks. It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 
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NEW YEAR'S PREDICTIONS 
Psychic Fair 
at St. Albert Inn on St. Albert Trail in the Grandin Ballroom 
Fri, Jan 4 Noon -9 pm 
Sat, Jan5 11-9 pm 
Sun, Jan6 11-7 pm 
Everyone Welcome 
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All Levels of Classes 
4th Degree Black Bolt instructor 


Call 481-9839 for Information 


Beware the festive frenzy 


Along with the joy 
and the feasting 
come the freak-out 
and depression 


heoretically, we’ve entered the 
Te of light, love and good- 
will. But if your blood pres- 
sure’s rising and your 
feelings of being 
overwhelmed 
mounting, you're 
not alone. This season 
makes all kinds of demands on our 
bodies, psyches and pocketbooks. 
Take your average mali, for instance. 
We're talking crowds, fluorescent 
lights, canned air, scented Christ- 
mas candles and decorations oozing 
chemicals, screaming kids and 
ample amounts of foods laced with 
sugar and hydrogenated fats. 

If any of this sounds familiar, 
consider adopting a multi-layered 
de-stressing plan. Start by wrestling 
down the money demon. Racking 
up debt seriously increases the 
blues. Make a gift list and budget— 
and stick to it. 

Next, look at your time. Is there 
any set aside for you—for a massage, 
for a walk in the park, for contem- 
plation? And if you're feeling like 
it's hard to spend time with the peo- 
ple you want to be with, invite 
friends or family to share holiday 
obligations like shopping or cook- 
ing. You can turn the tough stuff 
into the gabby 21st-century equiva- 
lent of a work bee. 

Note that parties will expose you 
to cigarette smoke and fumes from 
dry cleaning, perfume and hairspray. 
Keeping up your fruit and veggie 
intake and downing some extra 
antioxidants (vitamins A, C and E, 
beta-carotene, selenium and zinc) 
will help you navigate the noxious 
air with minimum mood alteration. 

Few things bring on irritability 
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FEEL A GLOW 


as fast as low blood sugar and a 
bloated digestive tract. To help 
keep your blood sugar and mood 
steady, don’t substitute sweet 
treats for meals and do take a 
multi-mineral supplement that 
includes chromium. Extra aci- 
dophilus throughout the holidays 
will help your gut keep up with 
the annual eating Olympics. And 
so will plant-based digestive 
enzymes. Down two capsules at 
the beginning of every rich meal 
and two more at the 
start of every 
new course. 

A glass of red 
wine before a meal 
will rev your digestive juices, and 
another glass during your meal 
will help, too. But more than two 
will suppress your gastric juices. 
Wait an hour before drinking again. 
If you’re planning to imbibe to 
excess, B vitamins, a multi-mineral 
supplement, plenty of water and 
1,000 milligrams of pantethine daily 
(500 before drinking, 500 after) will 

minimize the consequences. 


I'll bust your ads 


“This is one of the best times of year 
to think about cleaning up your 
mental environment. Christmas 
should be about getting together 
with family and friends, but most 


. people do the opposite—hit the 


malls and max out their credit 
cards. If they’re at the beginning of 
mental dysfunction, Christmas eggs 
them on. I try to stay focused on 
not losing control of my Christmas, 
then every so often do reality checks 
to see how I’m doing.”—Katte LASN, 
AUTHOR OF CULTURE JAM, EDITOR OF 
ADBUSTERS MAGAZINE 

“Magnesium, calcium and B 
vitamins help you cope with noise 
and frazzled nerves. Green tea con- 
tains an amino acid called L-thea- 
nine that directly stimulates the 
production of alpha brain waves, 
promoting a state of deep relaxation 
combined with alertness. L-theanine 


Ph: 454-8647 


offsets the caffeine in green tea. Two 
to four cups a day would help con- 
trol anxiety and stress. If you drink 
a lot, you'll be really zenned out.’”— 
ZouTaN Rona, HOLISTIC MD 

“The holidays are a good time to 
practise trusting yourself. If you have 
an intuition that you do or don’t 
want to go somewhere, trust it. Know 


“that there may be someone disap- 


pointed with any choice you make. 
Accept differences between people, 
don’t force your obligations on them 
and trust others’ natural timing.”— 
Larry Nusbaum, MD AND PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

“You don’t have to eat every- 
thing on your plate. Just eat what 
you think is good for you and don’t 
comment on the things you don’t 
think are good for you. Double-dip- 
ping is very unkind and unhealthy, 
too. Your saliva ends up in someone 
else’s mouth.’”—ADEODATA CZINK, ETI- 
QUETTE TEACHER 

“Don't eat sweets or fruit within 
an hour of your meal. These foods 
interfere with the breakdown of pro- 
teins and fats, possibly causing indi- 
gestion. Avoid mixing bean protein 
with dairy or meat protein. Don’t 
drink black tea or coffee within an 
hour of your meal. Don’t drink cold 
water just before a meal; it will shut 
down digestive juices.’’—Tari Lee 
CORNISH, NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANT @ 
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Herbal Life Product for retail sale 
You could be shrinking by now and feeling great! Our weight loss 
programs work! All natural and guaranteed. Our company Herbal 
Life has been helping people lose weight for 20 years. Why not you? 
Why not now? You want to look and feel 
You can call me at (780) 478-3489 to order or set up an 
appointment. If you are interested in starting your own business 
please visit my website at www.2moremoney.com/4u2c 
Supervisor Executive Dale Martin 


your best! Start now! 
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NATURAL AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE 


LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE MASSAGE 
Helps to release toxins from the body. 
Gift Certificates available $10 off. 
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The unbearable lig 


a novel 


Uitch 


Disconnected 
protagonist leaves 
Toronto like a 
virgin in Ditch 


By CATHERINE WAL: 


lor the title character of Hal 
| eet Ditch, life is pretty 
simple. A 23-year-old virgin, 
Ditch lives with his mother and 
makes his living driving a delivery 
van. He drifts through life, endures 
Sporadic, awkward contact with oth- 
ers and vaguely wishes 
he was someone 
else. Life becomes 
decidedly more com- 
plicated when he hooks 
up with Debs, a beautiful runaway 
who moves into the apartment 
upstairs and immediately tries to 
reconnect with her father by posting 
pomographic photos of herself to an 
Internet website. Disconnected and 
dissatisfied, Debs and Ditch flee 
Toronto on a bizarre road trip to both 
escape and reclaim their families. 
Ditch is episodic in structure, con- 
sisting of brief snapshots of the char- 
acters’ lives interspersed with e-mails 
to and from Debs. Each chapter 
plunges the reader into the immedia- 
cy of the character’s world and ends 
just as suddenly. Niedzviecki has a 
800d eye for detail and the start-stop, 
almost poetic language lends a 
dreamlike quality to the book: the big 
picture is vague, but the details are in 
sharp focus. The characters, clinging 
to and hating each other, struggle 
with the frustration of their inertia in 
4 world jam-packed with possibilities 


books 


profile 


and yearn for real human connection 
despite their inability to achieve any 
kind of intimacy. But all we get are 
glimpses and brief moments. Reading 
the book, I wanted to be absorbed, to 
get into the characters’ heads, to be 
engrossed by the story. But ultimate- 
ly, the structure and style of the book 
locked me out, kept me at arm’s 
length. I found myself feeling like 
Debs and Ditch—alienated, discon- 
nected and frustrated. 


Anonymity-ville horror 


There are some wonderful moments 
and some great writing in Ditch—in 
particular, Ditch’s first 
and last therapy ses- 
sion and his deal- 
ings with his 
mother are bang-on: 
sharp, sensitive and funny. 
Niedzviecki captures some very 
poignant moments of solitude in 
each of his characters’ lives, but as 
the book races at breakneck speed 
toward its conclusion, something is 
missing. The chapters become short- 
er, moving between real and imag- 
ined experiences. The anonymity of 
Toronto drifts seamlessly into the 
anonymity of a U.S. suburb, the story 
becomes less linear, the characters 
more fractured. In the end, I could 
only really relate to the book on the 
most superficial level, following the 
plot from a distance like a casual 
observer. 
Maybe that’s the point. Niedzviec- 
ki doesn’t seem to want to tell a 
story as much as convey a feeling, a 
state of being, the vague sense of 
unrest we all experience in a world 
"that screams out its message that we 
can be anything we want to be. I 
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applaud his attempt to elevate the 
Canadian novel into something 
beyond the simple, solvable coming- 
of-age story set in a small prairie 
town. If nothing else, Ditch chal- 
lenges the reader to examine how 
we define ourselves by those we 
know, by those we don’t know and 
by the cultural fiction of media 
myth. That said, I may give this puz- 
zling book another read to see if the 
second time around narrows the dis- 
tance between the reader and the 
story. I haven't decided yet and I sus 
pect that Ditch will haunt my book- 
shelf for some time before I’m ready 
to plunge into it again. 

I spoke with Hal Niedzviecki 
during his recent stopover in 
Edmonton to promote Ditch, as well 
as the nonfiction polemic Cyborg, 
written with Steve Mann. Here's our 
conversation 


Vue Weekly: Ditch is not the tradi 
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htness of fleeing 


tional Canadian novel. Where does 
it fit into the Canadian canon? 

Hal Niedzviecki: | don’t think 
of myself as a Canadian writer. We 
live in a global environment, and 
certainly I like to think about inde 
pendent culture which is communi- 
ty-based. At the same time, if I’m 
situated in a place, it’s Toronto, it’s 
Canada. And there's probably some- 
thing about my writing that could be 
said to be Canadian, but it’s not the 
clichéd Canada of our literature. 
There’s no struggle against the 
wilderness, there's no touching com 
ing of age and, most of all, there’s no 
easy answer. So | think that where | 
fit in Canadian literature remains to 
be seen. But I also think that we're 
going to see a lot more novels like 
Ditch, because it's such a tremen 
dously strange time we live in, We're 
really losing our local and communi 
ty identities. That's the backdrop to 
Ditch, and | think it informs [the 
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character's] struggle, his attempt to 
define an individuality for himself, 
an attempt that fails painfully. But 
it’s not for no reason that it fails, and 
it’s not for no reason that he’s situat- 
ed in this world, in an anonymous 
city. Even though the city is Toronto 
But it’s not the beloved cutesy Toron- 
to of Margaret Atwood or Robertson 
Davies. It’s not the upscale blue- 
toned Toronto. It’s not the gritty 
Toronto of immigrants of, say, an 
early Michael Ondaatje. Because 
that’s not the Toronto that most of us 
live in. We live in a different Toronto 
We live in a different Canada 

VW: A lot of people have been 
tossing around the word “edgy” with 
respect to Ditch. Is that just a main- 
Stream selling point? Is there still 
such 4 thing as alternative culture? 

HN: You have these words 
bandied around: alternative, edgy 
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Niedzviecki 
Continued from previous page 


indie, underground, hip, cool. It's 
almost entirely a fabrication of a 
corporate media environment that 
wants to limit and control inde- 
pendently produced culture by 
labelling it “underground,” which, 
as far as they’re concerned, has the 
connotations of being both danger- 
ous and amateur. There's been a cer- 
tain deliberate strategy to create a 
mythology of/an underground that’s 
immediately transferred to the 
mainstream. And now the mytholo- 
gy is really breaking down, because 
if we look at what's available to us 
in mainstream culture, it’s sicker, 
stranger, weirder, more lurid and 
perverse than anything in the 
“underground.” Ditch is a very 
strange book but it’s published by 
one of the biggest media companies 
in the world. So they have to say it’s 
“edgy.” And if you actually stop and 
see what people are doing on an 
independent basis, a lot of it seems 
tremendously boring compared to 
the world of mainstream entertain- 
ment. Because it’s about feelings 
and thoughts, it’s community-based 
as opposed to mass market-based. 
So, no, there really is no under- 
ground culture anymore. And that's 
why I feel free to work in all the 
mediums and work with whoever I 
can to get whatever I want to do 
done. I don’t feel at all compro- 
mised, as long as I can pursue the 
content to my satisfaction. 

VW: In Cyborg, there’s a lot of 
criticism of surveillance technolo- 
gies. In light of recent events, isn’t 
convincing people to rebel against 
surveillance going to be a hard sell? 

HN: The events of September 11 
have certainly heightened the ques- 
tions around surveillance. I think the 
book is infinitely more relevant 
today than when we were writing it. 
These issues are on the fast track 
now. There was almost no true dis- 
cussion before about what we're 
doing by way of technological sur- 
veillance systems in society. And 
now there's even less real substantive 
debate. But I think that, if anything, 


it will be easier to convey why we 
should be anxious about what's hap- 
pening. It may be harder to convince 
people that it’s not in our best inter- 
est to have social surveillance infra- 
structure, but it certainly won't be 
harder to say, “Look, this is some- 
thing we should be thinking about.” 
The core of the book is this issue of 
personal empowerment versus corpo- 
rate and state empowerment. For 
years they've said to us the corporate 
can empower the individual, you can 
get what you want from them. And 
they’re still saying it. But surveillance 
isn’t just thousands and thousands of 
hours of video. It’s also little databas- 
es on each person, what they do, 
what they buy, where they go, when 
they go there. In the long term it will 
be a while before we grow up enough 
to say, “Wait a minute, we've really 
fucked up here.” 

VW: Both Cyborg and Ditch 
explore the idea of freer expression 
through the electronic media. Why 
is the novel still relevant? 

HN: People have asked me why 
not do a Web component, or do the 
whole thing online and not do a 
novel at all. But the book is still one 
of the best ways to convey informa- 
tion, It’s accessible, it's handy, it’s rel- 
atively inexpensive and there is no 
better way to convey complicated 
information, whether that comes in 
the form of a story, or in a polemic 
like Cyborg. That’s an objective 
answer. The other answer is that I 
love books. I grew up reading books 
and I always wanted to write books. 
And as much as it’s liberating, there's 
a real sense of the Web as an 
exploitative medium. If you're going 
to tell a story on the Internet, I think 
there is still that sense of an invasive 
quality there. To do it right, you have 
to give up more of yourself than I 
think Steve Mann or I would be will- 
ing to do. It’s not a medium of story- 
telling, it’s a medium of confessional. 
You become your own pornographer. 
I think that Steve's experiences with 
that had a lot to do with his later 
and still burgeoning obsessions with 
privacy, solitude, surveillance. 

VW: He became conscious of 
being watched, of his own celebrity. 

HN: Exactly. When Steve talks 
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about consciously framing his shots 
for his viewers, there's the revelation 
that he consciously became a cam- 
era, thinking, “How can I make this 
look good for the kids back home?” 
Actually thinking about your view- 
ers and trying to entertain them, 
you become this perverse creature, 
you lose sight of who you are, and | 
think there’s a lot of tension and 
ambiguity in Cyborg around that 
point—of how we can enter the new 
electronic mass culture world with- 
out losing ourselves. And that's cer- 
tainly an issue in Ditch. It’s more 
muted, but it’s there. It’s an issue in 
all my work. Steve has this intense 
desire to protect his individuality, 
yet his way of doing it is to enter 
into a world that is all about 
destroying personality. In Ditch, 
Debs destroys herself, becomes 
something, becomes nothing, 
searches, tries to find her personali- 
ty in all the wrong ways and ends 
up destroying herself, who she was. 

VW: The main character in 
Ditch really seems to struggle with 
defining his individuality as well. 

HN: The character of Ditch is 
very muted, very understated. He 
never really comes out and says what 
he wants. And I think that’s because 
most people don’t know what they 
want, but they have these longings, 
these urges. And Ditch is a virgin. 
He's horny, and it comes out in that 
way a lot. But it’s more than that. It’s 
a sense of being elevated from the 
mundane, of escaping the generic 
world he lives in—escaping his 
mother and her dark apartment and 
the grouchy guy upstairs. We never 
see Ditch watch TV or enter that 
world, yet he’s very much a part of 
that world. What I hope to convey is 
that his longing is more than a sexu- 
al thing. It’s not just that he’s horny, 
but it’s a real desire for that televised 
world we imagine is out there where 
we're very special people. 

VW: What's next for you? 

HN: I don’t know. Go home, 
sleep for a week. I’m working on a 
novel. And I have the idea in my 
head to do the next nonfiction 
book. But from 1998 to 2001 I've 
been involved with six books. So 
I’m not feeling like I’m in a huge 
hurry. I want to do the books, do 
them right. I feel like I’ve learned a 
lot from the last one. This is the 
next level for me, growing as a 
writer. I think I can be a better 
writer, having made lots of mistakes 
in all the previous books. I’m going 
to aim to not repeat them as bla- 
tantly this time around. That's all 
we can do, I think. © 
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Badass Jack’s (7 locations in Edmonton 
and area. Call 468-3452 for location near- 
est you, or visit www.badassjacks.com) 


Booster Julce (9 locations in Edmonton 
and area) Come experience a warm, 
upbeat atmosphere with healthy, energiz- 
ing, fantastic tasting smoothies! $ 


Café Mosales (10844 Whyte Ave., 433- 
9702) A wide variety of home-made, 
healthy meals, featuring many selections 
for vegetarians. $ 


Gourmet Easy (6029 104 St, 486-4846) 
Our retail store provides take-home meal 
solutions for today’s busy lifestyles—just take 
home, heat and serve. We feature seafood, 
beef, bison and chicken meal ideas. $$ 


Oriental Veggie House (10586-100 St., 
424-0463) Edmonton's only totally vegetari- 
an restaurant. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432-0968) 
50's diner with an abundance of memora- 
bilia, a jukebox playing ‘SOs music and a 
great variety of food. $-$$ 


Turkish Donair and Kebab (10332 
Whyte Ave., 434-6597) $ 


Bagel Bin Bakery & Bistro (#226, 6655-178 
St,, 481-5721) A little piece of Europe in the 
heart of Edmonton. Hearty homemade soups, 
grilled Italian sandwiches, caffe latte and cap- 
puccino, fresh crusty breads, bagels, luscious 
pastries and tortes... Need we say more? $ 


Bagelatté (Baseline Rd. & Cloverbar, 
Sherwood Park, 417-1911) Specialty bagels 
and cream cheeses made fresh in our bakery. 
Caffe latte, cappuccino, breakfast and deli 
sandwiches, desserts, ice cream. Open 7 days 
a week. Bagels and spreads at Old 
Strathcona Farmers Market on Sat. $ 


Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439-3247) 
Offering healthy whole grain bread, cheese- 
bread, half-and-half cakes with strawberry fill- 
ing and Swiss chocolate. $ 


Buns and Roses Organic Wholegrain 
Bakery (6519-111St., 438-0098) Alleray- 
free baking. 


Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433- 
5924) Artisan bread shop making pain au 
levain (true French sourdough). $-$$ 


Bistro Praha (10168-100A St., 424-4218) 
The first European café since 1977 and still 
the only one. $$ 


Bridges (9028-Jasper Ave., 425-0173) Be 
scenel Before the theatre, after the game or 
for an evening of entertainment in itself $$ 


Café De Ville (10137-124 St., 488-9188) 


Located in Old Glenora, offering a diverse 
and eclectic menu in a warm and inviting 
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and inviting atmosphere. $-S$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave. & Rice Howard Way, 426-4767) Casual 
dining in an upscale environment, featuring 
a unique international tapas menu. $$ 


Jax Bean Stop Coffee & Bistro (Seven 
locations in Edmonton, 478-0480) Visit one 
of our locations and enjoy a Euro breakfast, 
lunch or sample our huge selection of 
desserts. Daily specials available, Exclusive 
Supplier of “Rocky Mountain Roasters” cus- 
tom roasted gourmet coffee. Smoking and 
non-smoking. $ 


Manor Café (10109-125 St., 482-7577) 
Remarkable location, flavour and service, 
Great prices on dishes from around the 
world. $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St,, 431- 
0179) The first European bistro since 1996 
and still the only one. Radegast on tap. 
Only smoking, $$ 


Nina’s (10139-124 St., 482-3531) 
Sophisticated, casual elegance. Live music 
Fridays and Saturdays. $-$$ : 


Riverside Bistro (Thomton Court Hotel, 99 
St. and Jasper Ave., 945-4747) Experience 
casual but elegant atmosphere with conti- 
nental flavour and enjoy the most magnifi- 
cent river view. Lunch, dinner, Sunday 
brunch. Reservations recommended. $-$$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 
426-0000) Best cheesecake in town. A 
quiet and romantic atmosphere; candle- 
light at night to warm your heart. $-$$ 


Stormin’ Norman’s (#29 Perron St., St. 
Albert, 460-1699) Cozy bistro offering 
appetizers, fresh salads, steaks, seafood, pas- 
tas. Cappucinos, lattes and desserts. $-5$ 


Sweetwater Café (12427-102 Ave., 488- 
1959) In the heart of Old Glenora, delicious, 
health-conscious dishes made fresh. $-$$ 


Tasty Tom's Bistro & Bar (9965 Whyte 
Ave., 437-5761) Find a taste explosion on 
the other side of the tracks. Let our chefs 
Tom and Christian entertain you for lunch, 
dinner or a late night snack. $-$$ 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 
Building, 211, 10130-103 St., 944-9603) 
Designer sandwiches, latte, cappuccino, 
great coffee, and fabulous desserts by 
Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Café on Whyte (10460- 
82 Ave., 414-0007) Come for breakfast, 
lunch, or for a latte or cappuccino after a 
night out. Check out our patio for the hot 
summer days. $ 


Bohemla Cyber Café (11012 jasper Ave., 
429-3442) Comfortable surroundings, 
enjoy our array of productivity and enter- 
tainment software over a chai latte or a 
bowl of Mexican tortilla soup. $$ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Featuring fine french cuisine—quiches, tortes 
and crepes. Bakery and pastries. Take out 
catering. Live music Thursdays $ 


Café La Gare (10308A-81 Ave., 433- 
5138) Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a 
winning medley of culinary delights and 
fresh baked goods. $ 


Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, The 
Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 428- 
6611) The finest in fusion cooking. Best 
breakfast and lunch buffets in town. $35 


Café Lila’s (101 53-97 St., 414-0627) In 
the farmers market. Grilled sandwiches, 


special European desserts and spe- 
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Café on Whyte (10759-Whyte Ave., 437- 
4858) Open 24 hours on Friday and 


ae 


Ors 
Saturday. Plenty of parking. Breakfast and 
lunch specials. Come and enjoy our quiet 
and friendly atmosphere $ 

Calabash Café (10630-124 St.., 414-6625) 
Creative Caribbean cooking in casual yet 
comfortable atmosphere. lunch, dinner or 


late night snacks. Come for the food, stay 
for the party! $-$5 


Cappuccino Affalr (4 locations, 482- 
7166) Friendly staff, home-like atmosphere, 
fireplace, Light breakfast, lunch or night- 
time snack. $ 


Expressionz Café, Market & Meeting 
Place (9142-118 Ave, 471-9125) 
Homestyle cooking in a friendly and cre. 
ative atmosphere. Live music, artists gift- 
shop, special events. Licensed. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Café (101 16-1 24 St. 
488-1553) Good home-style cooking in a 
relaxed environment. Smokers always wel- 
come. $ 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930-4060) 
Fast, fun and for the family. Featuring daily 
breakfast, lunch and dinner buffet and a 
delightful 4 la carte menu. Non-smoking. $-5$ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar (8211 
111 St., 433-4390) Great eats and drinks in a 
comfortable atmosphere. Daily liquor and 
food specials. Open till midnight. Catering. $ 


NetWerks Internet / New Media Cafe 
(8128-103 St., 909-5871 Gourmet, fresh 
sandwiches made to order. Smoking $ 


La Piazza (10458 Whyte Ave., 433-3512) 
Speciality and European coffee, breakfast, 
buns and bagels, homemade soups, sand- 
wiches, bagel melts, lasagna. $ 


Savoy's Gourmet Health Café (11010- 
51 Ave., 437-7718) South Indian cuisine, 
vegetarian menu, sandwiches and soups for 
under $3.99, Fruit and vegetable juice bar, 
Non-smoking. § 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488-1505) 
The original tea café. Huge selection of pre- 
mium loose tea, Sit, sip and savour! Great 
gift ideas, awesome desserts and light lunch- 
es. Non-smoking, $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433-8369) 
The esoteric and eclectic café. Full espresso 
bar, fresh baking dally. Daily hot specials. 
Live entertainment Friday nights. $-$$ 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 201, 
10150 jasper Ave.,426-3791) Muffins and 

pastries freshly made at our on-site bakery. 
Non-smoking. $ 


Urban Grind (10124-124 St. 451-1039) 
Come and try our Fresh Fruit Bubble 
Drink in our eclectic atmosphere. Variety 
of specialty coffees, mouthwatering 
desserts, homemade soups and sandwich- 
es made fresh when ordered. Open until 
2 a.m. Mon,-Fri, Smoking. $$ 


CAJUN 
Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 
460-8772) Worth the drive to sample some 
of the best jambalaya and gumbo in the 
province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) 
Funky-style restaurant in an old-style diner 
on Whyte Ave. Smoking, $$ 


Louisiana Purchase (10320-111 St, 
420-6779) Higher-end style of cooking 
from the bayou and great atmosphere 
Non-smoking. $$ 


eee! AMADL an 
Barb & Ernie's (9906-72 Ave,, 433-3242) 
One of the best Mom and Pop operations 
in the city. $$ 

Billiards Club (2 fi. 10505-82 Ave., 432- 
0335) Rack ‘em up and chow down, with 
heaps of burgers and mugs of ale. $ 


Century Grill & Lounge (3975-Calgary 
Trail South, 431-0303) Lunch, dinner, cock- 
tails. Upscale dining serving many grilled 
Canadian specialties. Private dining room, 
restaurant, lounge and two outdoor patios 
create Edmonton's most sought-after desti- 
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Nation, $35 


Denny's (multiple locations) More 
than a great breakfast. Open 24 hours 
Licensed. $-$$ 


Deviin’s (10507-82 Ave., 437-7489) Now 
Serving lunch specials. All soup and sand: 
wich combos for $6.95, Also half price 
happy hour on drinks and food daily. $ 


Fife n'Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436-9235, 
10646-170 St., 489-6436, 12028-149 St ; 
454-5503) Best sandwich award winners in 
the Vue Weekly 2000 Golden Fork Awards 
Non-smoking. $$ 


Friday 
DEC 28 


SMELLS 
Lixe Fun 


Sounds Like A Dance Party! 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill 
(10242-106 St., 423-5014) Best home- 
made burgers with daily lunch specials at 
student-friendly prices. Smoking. $ 


High Level Diner (1091 2-88 Ave., 433 
0993) Wholesome and health-conscious 
Known for their tasty veggie burgers. Non 
smoking. $$ 


Keegan's Family Restaurant (8709-109 
St. & 3458-99 St., 439.8934) Open 24 
hours every day. Breakfast served all day, 
Affordable homestyle meals. § 


Larry's Café (6, 10015-82 Ave., 414 
6040) Best breakfasts and lunches on the 
south side. Cheap prices! Open till 3:30 
p.m, daily. $ 


Loule’s Submarine (8109-104 St,, 431 
0897) In-store fresh baked bread Soups 
and salads. Catering business and social 
lunches or dinners, $ 


Original & Cover Tune Rock 


Nellie’s Tea Shoppe (12606-118 Ave,, : | 
452-9429) Homemade meals. Specializing , 
in traditional English high tea and gourmet Tw Pan ALLEY 


evening meals Open till 9 p.m. $$ 


Precinct 55 (5552 Calgary Trail S., 432. 
5550) Red eye breakfast, Wednesday wing 


night, Sunday smorg, homemade cooking The place to be 
Licensed, Happy hour, smoking, $ y 
Rosie's Bar and Grill (10604-101 St. 423 

3499) Nothing faney, but sensible home cook: 


ing without the frills. Non-smoking restaurant 
with smoking lounge, $ 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983, 
#100, 10130-103 St., 424-8657) Real food, 
real fast. Terrific Italian dishes. Soups/sal- 
ads/sandwiches made from scratch. Call 
ahead for reservations. Smoking. $ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin's (10505. 
82 Ave., 439-8594) We invite you in for 
daily and monthly specials, as well as 
happy hour from 4-8 pm. (www.squire- 
spub.com) $ 


Guaranteed good time! 


Fabulous food, 
Excellent 


Entertainment 
swith [ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 221, T+ \ p V 


Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) ; # 
H 
i} 
5 THE 


Country fresh foods for lunch, dinners or 


Staccato’s Soup, Stew and Chili Bar 
(9082-51 Ave., Southgate Mall, Commerce 
Place, 466-5062) A Canadian fresh food 
company, serving the best soups, stews and 
chilis by Canyon Creek Soup Company. No 
MSG or preservatives. Nonsmoking. $ 


4 


breakfast. Antiques, local arts and crafts and 
unique gifts to browse around. Breakfast and 
lunch $; dinner $-3$ Non-smoking 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 Ave., 
432-0480) Over 17 years of operating a 
fine dining establishment in a newly reno- 
vated building. Non-smoking. $$$$ 


Urban Lounge (8103-105 St, 439-3388) 
For lunch, dinner or late night fare, experi- 
ence wholesome homernade burgers. $ 
The Village Café (11223 jasper Ave, 488 
0955) Serves homemade gourmet dishes F 
prepared by red seal chefs on site ‘ ; I 
Specializing in prime rib, seafood, pasta I } th 

and stirfries. Non-smoking, $$ appy our In @ 


3 - 6 pM Daly 
Complimentary flunchies 
Great Drink Specials 


Blue Willow (1 1107-103 Ave., 428-0584) 
Great food, great service and great non- 
smoking atmosphere. $$ 


Double Greeting Wonton House 
(10212-96 St, 424-2486) The rock ‘n’ rollers 
choice. Try a spicy long donut with rice roll 
or a curried chicken platter, washed down 
with a fine sago concoction. Smoking, $ 


mAs Mm 


“I@ © VUE WEEKLY * DECEMBER 27, 2001 - JANUARY 2, 2002 


EDMONTON’S FINEST 
NEW YEAR’S 
BASH! 


(SS 


JUST. WANNA PARTY? 
DOORS AT 9 PM 


CHAMPAGNE # MIDNIGHT 
MIDNIGHT LUNCH BUFFET 
GREAT DOOR PRIZES! 
DANCE INTO 2002 WITH 
OUR CRAZY DJ’S 


Tickets Going Fast © Call 485-1717 Today! 
WHITEMUD CROSSING 


Adoel ¢ 
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Genghis Grill (10080 Jasper Ave., 424- 
6197) “A Mongolian food experience.” 
Soon opening dinner café. $ 


Man’s Café (12520-118 Ave., 452-3672) A 
super stop for a variety of tasty treats. Make 
sure to try the Oriental stirfry. Smoking. $$ 


Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 428- 
3388) The classiest Chinese restaurant in 
Edmonton. Smoking. $$ 


Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave., 422- 
6862) The best dim sum in Edmonton. 
Non-smoking. $5 


Shangri-La Restaurant (14927-111 Ave., 
487-6868) Authentic Chinese and Thai cui- 
sine. Rice and noodle dishes, meat entrées, 
appetizers, desserts. $$ 


Xian Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 484- 
8883) Delicious selection of authentic 
Szechuan dishes. Non-smoking. $$ 


CONTINENTAL 


Cilantro’s on 111th (10322-1111 St., 
424-6182) Wide selection of dishes from 
kiwi mussels to blackened catfish or mini 
rack of lamb. $$ 


David's (8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on the 
south of the town. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Franklin’s inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467-1234) 
All-day breakfast and a great selection of all 
your favourites. $-$$ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 
1709) 20 years old but under new man- 
agement. Also lounge and games room. 
Smoking in the lounge. $-$$. 


Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930-4062) 
Casual dining in an elegant atmosphere, 
extensive menu for lunch and dinner, best 
Sunday brunch. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


$ 3 O.tax 


INCLUDES DINNER AND HOR D'OEURVES 


Richie Mill Bar and Grill (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr., 431-1717) Century old 
fieldstone walls create a cozy atmosphere in 
which to enjoy a variety of dishes or relax dur- 
ing happy hour 4-6 p.m. Smoking. $5-S55 


Sidetrack Café (10333-112 St.,421-1326) 
Whether you like succulent steak, decadent 
eggs Benedict in the morning or late night 
chicken wings, the Sidetrack Café kitchen will 
do it for you. Smoking in the lounge. $-$$ 
Teak Room (16615-109 Ave., 484-0821) 
Enjoy a fine dining experience with gour- 
met dishes prepared by our award-winning 
chefs. Non-smoking. $$5 


Turtle Creek Café (8404-109 St., 433- 
4202) Continental-style bistro with good 
variety of dishes and pizza, stirfries, pasta 
and more. Non-smoking. $$ 


Asian Hut Restaurant (4620-99 St., 430- 
8267) Try the best East India has to offer. $-$$ 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438- 
4646) Discover a place that’s out of this 
world. Designed to capture the excitement 
and glamour of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) 
Authentic Tandoori cuisine in one of 
Edmonton’s most elegant dining rooms. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 

New Asian Village (10143 Saskatchewan 
Dr., 433-3804) Cooking at its best from the 
subcontinent with a great panoramic river 
valley view. Smoking. No minors. $ 


Spicey House (9777-102 A Ave., Canada 
Place (Food Court), 425-0193) Veg and non- 
veg curries with choice herbs, the secret to 
the intoxicating flavour of Indian cuisine. $ 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 433- 
7432) Enjoy excellent European cuisine in 
an elegant yet comfortable atmosphere. 


10166-114 ST 
488-4841 


Non-smoking. $$ 


Madison’s Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 
Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical 
building; upscale regional cuisine with a 
European influence. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Restaurant Moskow (104, 14315-118 
Ave., 455-7677) Try Russian dishes like 
borscht and meat dumplings in the warm 
atmosphere and listen to Russian music. 
Non-smoking. Lunch §. Dinner $$. 


The Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper 
Ave., 426-0000) Romantic, quiet restaurant 
in the heart of downtown. Best cheesecake 
in town. European and Ukrainian cuisine. 
Palm readings daily. Non-smoking. $$-$$$ 


La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474-5693) A 
rare establishment where the alchemy of 
the surroundings, food, drink and service 
combine to create something approaching 
the art of living well. $55 


Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Fine French cuisine. Entertainment on 
Friday and Saturday. Non-smoking. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420-6656) 
Award-winning Edmonton institution with- 
out haute price. Non-smoking. $ 


Three Muskateers (10416-82 Ave., 437- 
4239) Come and try our traditional French 
cuisine at an affordable price in a unique 

setting. Patio now open. Non-smoking. $$ 


Normand’s (11639A Jasper Ave., 482- 
2600) Whether you're craving a wild mush- 
room soup or have an appetite for wild 
game, we can fill your needs. It’s a country- 
French fare with an Alberta accent. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


RRS 


Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fairway Dr., 119 
St. & 37 Ave.) Edmonton’s finest Greek 
restaurant. Open for dinner at S p.m. $5$-555 


It’s All Greek to Me (10127-1004 St, Rice 
Howard Way, 425-2073) Delicious spanako- 
pita with fine Greek wines. Beautiful Greek 
atmosphere. Smoking. $$ 


Koutouk! Taverna (10704-124 St., next to 
Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The most authen- 
tic Greek food in Edmonton, prepared by 
the original Yianni himself. Smoking. $$ 


Symposium on Whyte (10439-82 Ave., 
2nd Floor. 433-7912) Innovative Greek 
cuisine in a beautiful open setting over- 
looking Whyte Ave. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant (16313- 
111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the Greek islands 
in Edmonton. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444-82 
Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek food, 
belly dancing, and the friendly staff create 
a fun and boisterous atmosphere. Non- 
smoking. $$ 


Ceill’s (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A great 
variety of pub food and drinks. Smoking. $-5$ 


The Druld (11606 Jasper Ave., 454-9928) 
The best pub food, drinks and Industry night 
in Edmonton. Features authentic Irish entrées 
and daily lunch specials. Smoking. $-$$ 


O'Byrne’s trish Pub (10616-Whyte Ave. 
414-6766) We serve a variety of pub food, 
all hand-made with care and pride. From 
our homemade fish ‘n’ chips to our near- 
famous Irish breakfast. Our menu changes 
daily, so please come in and indulge in the 
experience. Smoking. $-$$ 

Scruffy Murphy’s Irish Pub (Whitemud 
Crossing, 4211-106 St., 485-1717) Traditional 
Irish fare plus pub favourites. Half-price appe 
tizers during happy hour. Smoking. $-$$ 


Bruno’‘s Italian Restaurant (9914-89 Ave. 
433-8161) Quiet, one of Edmonton's best- 


Rabbit is rich. 


...dut once ina 
while, for a treat, 
why not? 


ough my ma was the one who 
cooked 90 per cent of the time 
back home, pop was responsible 
for a few different dishes when they 
popped up in the dinner rotation. 
Like rabbit. He’d get the 
butcher to cut it up 
into a bunch of 
pieces and then do it 
simply in a pot over the 
stove with banana peppers, onions 
and garlic. It was really good stuff. 

I hadn’t had rabbit in years until 
we went to a friend’s for Thanksgiv- 
ing. We still dove into the turkey, of 
course, but there was this unique 
and delicious sort of stewed version 
of rabbit that Rob made, apparently 
right from his grandma’s recipe 
book. What stood out was the cin- 
namon flavour, which I thought 
was odd at first, but I realized that 
the spice was what made it so differ- 
ent. When I heard news of the 
Christmas invite to Rob and Janet's, 
1 requested that his nonna’s rabbit 
be on the menu and, like the good 
Italian boy he is, Rob obliged. 

As a kid, we used to have rabbit 
maybe once or twice every couple of 
months. It was a different story for 
Rob’s family, seeing as his grandpar- 
ents raised the fuzzy little creatures 


and therefore would partake in 
them much more often. 
“We didn’t eat it every week,” he 


says of his parents’ household. 
“They did.” 


Wicked game 


Well, if you had a wicked recipe like 

this one, you'd have it all the time, 

too. But be warned—the fat content 

is so insane you have to be Italian, 

with a diet heavy on tomatoes and 

red wine, for your 

heart to handle it 

on a regular basis. 

“You want lean? Eat 

turkey,” is the way Rob 

puts it. It's therefore a great dish to 
try for a special occasion. 

So here is grandma Bertolo's rab- 
bit recipe. First, get yourself a bunny. 
(Try the butcher shop in little Italy). 
You cut it into six or eight pieces 
and start by searing them in a pan 
with olive oil, rosemary and sage for 
a few minutes until all the sides are 
browned. Put the pieces aside and 
then, in a food processor, puree two 
onions, one red or green pepper, lots 
of garlic, rosemary, sage, half a 
pound of bacon (see, I said it was 
fat) and about half a litre of water. 
Strain the juices and add the mulch 
to the saucepan. Sauté the mulch on 
medium heat with cup of oil and a 
quarter cup of butter (and please 
keep the defibrillators and adrena- 
line shot handy). This sauce is called 
the “toccio.” Sprinkle a half tea- 
spoon of cinnamon in at this point, 
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kept secrets. Smoking. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) 
Boticelli paintings serve as a nice backdrop 
in establishment offering the best pasta 
selections in town. $$ 


Fiore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 St., 
439-8466) Good, affordable, restaurant off 
campus. Non-smoking. $ 


Frank’s Place-Pacific Fish (10020-101 A 
Ave., 422-0282) Situated half a block from 
Churchill Square and summer festival fun. 
An extensive Italian and seafood menu and 
friendly efficient service ensure a return 
visit. Smoking. $ -$$$ 


Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 St., 
426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a song, fea- 
turing Giovanni himself when he breaks 
into a heart-stopping aria. $$ 


italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 
178 St., Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) 
Relaxing Italian dining. From pastas such as 
fettuccine Alfredo to dishes such as steak 
Diane. Non-smoking. $$ 


ftalix Ristorante Italiano (512 St. Albert 
Trail, St. Albert, 459-8090) Delicious home- 
made Italian food $$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220-103 
St., 422-6088) Heaping plates of spaghetti 
served with our patented thick, tasty sauce. 
Non-smoking. ss 

Pappa’s (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A fine 
ttalian famity restaurant. Non-smoking. $$ 

It Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) 
Trendy downtown restaurant with fresh 
imaginative dishes. Non-smoking. $$$ 
Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) In 
the heart of Little Italy, serves delicious 
authentic Italian fare. Non-smoking. $$ 


eee ow elle 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (10612-82 
Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) Authentic 
Italian cooking. Tantalizing appetizers, pizzas, 
calzones, pasta, sandwiches and entrées. 
Smoking in the lounge. $5 


That’s Aroma (11010-101 St., 425-7335) 
The garlic specialists, offering fine Italian 
cuisine. $$ 


Tin Pan Alley Pasta House & Winery 
(4804 Calgary Trail South, 702-2060) Pasta 
by day, party by night! Edmonton’s hottest 
new restaurant for delicious and affordable 
pasta, Smoking in the lounge. $5 


Tony Roma’s (11730 Jasper Ave., 488- 
1971) Great barbecue chicken and ribs with 
lots of food on your plate. Non-smoking. $$ 


Zenari’s on 1st (10117-101 St., 425- 
6151) Enjoy eclectic Italian food in an inti- 
mate funky atmosphere. Dinner or drinks, 
featuring live jazz every weekend. 
Wheelchair accessible. Non-smoking. $ 


Furasato (10012-82 Ave,, 439-1335) Cozy 
restaurant featuring a choice selection of 
meals from the Land of the Rising Sun. 
Non-smoking. $$ 

Grab-a-Bite (10351 Whyte Ave., 433- 
6336) The perfect spot for either a quick 
bite or an evening of dining. A varied selec- 
tion of Chinese, Japanese and Vietnamese 
dishes. Non-smoking. $$ 

Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The 
oldest Japanese restaurant in Edmonton for 
a good reason. Non-smoking. $ 

Nagano japanese Culsine (! 0080-178 
St., 487-8900) Authentic Japanese food. 
Extensive menu choices from sushi toi pan 
fried dumplings and teriyaki beef or chick- 
en. Open for lunch and dinner. ss 
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but Rob says increase the amount for 
a unique taste as it simmers, Add a 
half teaspoon of celery seed, a quar- 
ter teaspoon of ground clove (you 
have to be careful not to overdo it 
with the clove, because it can domi- 
nate—like an Italian mother), salt 
and pepper. 


Thank you very mulch 


Add the rabbit pieces to the 
saucepan and cook them for about 
20 minutes or until you figure 
they're cooked through. Then pour 
in two cups of white wine and cook 
the stuff until the wine has dried 
up, Add the liquid from the mulch 
and then one half to a full cup of 
tomato juice (or actual tomatoes) 
and simmer for hours. Rob says he 
keeps it uncovered until the toccio 
is thickened to his liking and then 
he covers it until it’s ready to serve. 

“The spicing is based on famil- 
iarity with this flavour growing up, 
so I modify it as it simmers all day,” 
Rob says. “Do so to your own taste.” 

It was really wild when I sampled 
it on Thanksgiving and, because it 
cooks for so long, the meat (similar 
to chicken, if you'll pardon the 
cliché) is incredibly tender. It might 
be tough to explain to little ones 
what you're eating and, given Vue's 
left-leaning readership, I don’t know 
how many of you are gonna run out 
and give this a whirl, but it’s great 
holiday dish nonetheless. 

One thing: stay away from 


Watership Down for a little while. @ 


hay hey? fae BAT. | a 
SES: ee ed 
Valparaiso Latin Canadian Club 
(10816-95 St., 425-5338) Great Latino 
food! Great Latino music! Open Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m., Sunday at 3 
p.m.. Free tango lessons on Thursdays. $ 


Parkallen Restaurant (7018-109 St., 436- 
8080) Multiple-award winning restaurant and 
menu, Authentic Lebanese cuisine offered in 
an elegant atmosphere. Large extensive wine 
list with rare Lebanese and French classics, 
Reservations recommended, $$-$$$ 


Valentino's Restaurant (Bourbon Street, 
West Edmonton Mall, 444-3344) 
Valentino’s offers great food. Steaks, gour- 
met pizzas and pasta, with a touch of 
Mediterranean cuisine. Smoking and non- 
smoking. 35-555 


Jullo’s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431-0774) 
Hearty dishes in a trendy neighbourhood, 
perfect for your next fiesta. Non-smoking. $ 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988- 
9312) Quality French breads and pastries. 
Also serving sandwiches, quiches and spe- 
cialty coffee. Non-smoking. $ 


Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave,, 10835- 
Jasper Ave., 17104-90 Ave., 433- 
FUNK(3863)) Best Pizza, Edmonton Journal 


g has more than just talent up his sleeve... | 


OThvis Wynters 


Let us take you into 2002 
with the cool stylings of 
Chris with his surprise Suest 


New Years Day 
9 pm 
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MOTOR INN a Minutes to West 


Edmonton Mall 
Across from Yellowhead | 1-800-556-4156 


Casino and Costco 
Econo Lodge 


Downtown Edmonton 
Complimentary Parking 
{n-room coffeemaker with complimentary coffee 
Toll-free 1-800-61 3-7043 
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8pm til 
Midnight* 


Friday, December 28th... 
DEN {=m sf-leleere re 


Summer Reader Survey, 1996-99; Golden 
Fork Award, 1999-2000; Edmonton Journal 
four-star rating. $ 


Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin’s 
Inn, 2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 
467-1234) “More than worth the trip.” 
Sherwood Park's best pizza for over 15 
years, Unbelievable daily specials to com- 
plement our full menu! $-$$ 


Parkallen Pizza (8424-109 St., 430- 
4777) Multiple-award winning. Same 
owner/operator since 1986. Serving up 
Edmonton’s finest pizza, Lebanese salad 
and donairs. $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) 
World-famous pizza since 1970. Made with 
fresh ingredients and no preservatives. Try 
our Popeye—it’s our speciality. We also 
offer small dishes for individuals. Non- 
smoking. $ 


Billy Budd's Lounge (99 St. & Argyle 
Road, 436-0439) We offer an extensive 
food menu, 5 draft lines and a large selec- 
tion of beer favorites. For entertainment we 
have 3 pool tables, darts, 7 VLT's and a big 
screen TV. Smoking and non-smoking. $$ 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482-4677) 
Extensive menu selection. 14 different 
types of beer brewed on site. Brewery tours 
available. Smoking. $$ 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 St. & 
Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre, 3rd Level; West 
Edmonton Mall near Entrance #8) Your com- 
fort spot, with a great selection of British 
favourites—appetizers, burgers, salads and 
of course the finest British and Canadian 
beer and single-malt Scotch. Smoking in the 
lounge. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., Mayfield Inn 
& Suites Hotel) Comfortable, cozy after- 
hours entertainment. ‘60s-"80s music at its 
very best Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 424- 
7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom martinis, 15+ 
single-malt Scotch collection, evening steak 
sandwich specials and selection of craft 
beers all in an environment conducive to 
relaxation! Non-smoking restaurant. $-$$ 


Nathan’s Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper Ave., 
421-4446) Great food, large servings and 
value for your money. Smoking, $ 


Nicholby’s (11066-156 St., 448-2255) 


Great, eclectic pub fare. Sandwiches, wings, 
appetizers. $ 


10401-82 Avenue 
Edmonton AB. TSE 2A1 


438-0373 


Cocktails and Food 


Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 
Ave., 471-3526) Edmonton's only 
Caribbean and continental sports bar. 
Featuring 11 flavours of wings and the best 
jerk chicken in the city. Daily specials. Sun, 
Mon: WWF Wrestling Nite; Wed: karaoke; 
Fri: Caribbean Night; Sat: Party Nite. $ 


Red Fox Pub (7230 Argyll Road, 465- 
7931) Our comfortable pub offers darts, 
pool tables coupled with a cozy fireplace 
in a relaxing setting. Sunday we offer 
happy hour all day, plus free pool. Non- 
smoking restaurant, smoking in the pub. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (10012- 
101A Ave., 8770-170 St., 10341-82 Ave., 
5004-98 Ave.) For a taste of the good old 
times, come on in and try our British and 
continental menu. Recently revised with 
nearly 20 new dishes, we'll have something 
to tempt your tastebuds! Daily specials also 
offered. $-5$ 


The Windsor Bar & Grill (11702-87 
Ave., 433-7800) We are open for lunch and 
dinner and fun all the time. Pizza is our 
specialty. Prices and fun can’t be beat! 
Smoking. $ 

Yabbo’s Boneyard/ The Library 
(11113-87 Ave., 439-4981) Our specialty is 
Saturday and Sunday brunch. We're open 
for lunch, dinner and after work, to unwind 
and have fun. Smoking.$ 


Compass Rose Café (6029 104 St., 486- 
4846) Our café offers a unique Canadian 
dining experience with a delicious and var- 
ied menu that includes seafood, beef, 
chicken and bison entreés. $$ 


Lighthouse Café (7331-104 St., 433- 
0091; 5506 Tudor Glen Mkt, 460-2222) 
Our chefs prepare the freshest seafood in 


town. Lunch and dinner seven days a week. 


Patio, licensed. $$ 


Thomas’ Fishermen’s Grotto (9624-76 
Ave., 433-3905) Fine dining fish and 
seafood, featuring the seafood lover's feast 
for two. Brunch, lunch and dinner. Non- 
smoking. $$$ 


: SPANISH os 
La Tapa Restaurante & Tapa Bar 
(10523-99 Ave., 424-8272) The only Tapa 
bar in Edmonton! Delicious cuisine from 
Spain in a casual atmosphere. Specializing 
in paella and sangria, 24 tapas available. 
Great menu. The only place to go for a 
taste of Spain. Smoking in the basement 
lounge. $$ 


Riverside 


Bistro 


Mirabelle’s (9929-109 St, 429-3055) One 
block north of the Legislative Building, this 
contemporary restaurant specializes in 
Alberta beef and seafood. Other choices 
include pasta dishes, lamb, buffalo, veal and 
fresh fish. The wine list offers a fine selection 
of wines by the glass or bottle. $35 


Von's Steak and Fish House (10309-81 
Ave., 439-0041) Alberta beef at its best and 
great seafood too. Smoking. $$$ 


Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-4444) Great 
steaks in a great atmosphere. Non-smok- 
ing. $$-$$$ : 
Yeoman’s (10030-107 St., 423-1511) The 
Beefeater’s steakhouse. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$-$$$ 


BanThal (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) 
Awarded certificate of authenticity by the 
Royal Thai Government with an atmosphere 
to match. Non-smoking. $$ 


Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St., 
482-2277) Thailand’s distinct authentic cui- 
sine of the new stylish restaurant in down- 
town Edmonton. $$$ 


The King and I (8208-107 St., 433-2222) 
The King is back! Amazing selection of 
dishes-spicy and flavourful. Good enough 
for the Rolling Stones. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Krua Wilal Thai Restaurant (Sterling 
PI., 9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks 
from Bangkok offer you the best and most 
authentic Thai food in Edmonton. 
Vegetarian menu available. Smoking. $$ 


Pyrogy House (12510-118 St., 454-7880) 
Pyrogies and cabbage rolls just like Baba 
used to make. Non-smoking. $ 


die a SIN STENTS 


Max’s Light Culsine (7809-109 St., 432- 
6241) Great vegetarian dishes including deli- 
cious vegan entreés and desserts. $ 


Bach Dang (7908-109 St., 448-0288) 


~ Vietnamese noodle house. Non-smoking. $ 


Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 St., 
448-5068) Authentic Vietnamese food in a 
family-oriented environment. $ 


Sunday Brunch On Now 
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Salo a break before Christmas but appar- Th E j 
ently he’s not to be trusted in games 
against decent teams. Hopefully, the e ephant a d Castle 
four-day break before their next game 
will do Tommy some good. 

Dave: Having said all this, | still 
believe Edmonton has an opportunity 


he Elenien and Castle on Whyte’ 5 


This week, vue pressbox fixtures John _'l tell you why—they have to kill TOO Soa iaton sn 
and Dave try to figure out what's ailing — MANY penalties. Like our indoor soccer out of the lineup but he'll be back 
the Oil. Special” play has been part of league, whether the calls are unfair or soon and they can focus on starting 
the equation. Please, Smytty, heal that not, you gotta keep your nose clean. fresh in the second half. Calgary will 
friggin bone. And doesn’t John Garrett ah Me 


John: None of the calls were against fold soon enough, V. 
a = 2 > gh, Vancouver might as 
have anything more poignant to say? you now, were they Dave? | suppose —_ well be Anaheim they're so far out of 


your job is to draw the penalties—no _it and that leaves Colorado 
Dave: This recent four-game road trip _ one fakes an injury like an Italian John: Anything can happen. Hav- 
was supposed to one of those defining Dave: Ay, oh! 


pay ob ing Smyth back in the | Ml TOTES menrGincrncer 
stretches, a swing that would tell who John: Anyway, it's getting to the any Ineup will be On Our Big Screens! 


: : the key. But what keeps them in this 
the real Oilers were. | hope not. _ point where Edmonton will start to carry _ position of being able to win the divi- 


Because the trip went from great to the play in a game and then the _ sion is the fact that in the las five 
crappy in a hurry. inevitable happens and they drawa__ weeks, without Smyth, they've still 
John: Crappy certainly describes _ penalty, Instead of scoring, though, they managed to hang on to that top spot 
the game against Chicago last Friday _ play so poorly that any momentum built Dave: Exactly. 
night. After Edmonton whipped them _up before the call is lost. Or worse yet, John: After the Olympic break it'll 


7-| at home in their last meeting, | __ they give up a short-handed goal, be like starting a new season and dif Friday @ 7:00 
was expecting something a little clos- Dave: And I’ve seen Tommy go _ferent teams may struggle for different 

er. It was five weeks ago to the day _ through better stretches, too. Hey, we _reasons. Let's hope Edmonton isn't 

that Smytty was viciously taken out of all have our periods of weakness—you one of them 

the game—come on guys, you have _— more than others, John—but even when Dave: And after the Olympics, 

to learn how to carry a grudge. Tommy has let in bad ones in the past, teams like Dallas and Detroit have 


Dave: Maybe so, but to be hon- _ he rebounds. Now he keeps allowing _loaded schedules whereas ours light 
est, it’s fans like us who place great _ them. And the next thing you know, the ens. Also, | also like that different guys 
importance on four out of 82 games. _Oil are down a few goals instead of one. are scoring: Ethan, Josh Green, Hor- 


Still, those were some good Eastern _| don't recall a period where the Oilers’ —_coff, Chimera. It’s a good sign because 
teams and Edmonton simply didn’t opposition has scored in bunches like when the top guys get going again, 
handle it well. Strange seeing MacT _ this. That's what's killing momentum. look out. Just tighten the D fellas. 

starting to lose his cool a bit. He must John: Even John Garrett understands John: It's great that others are 


be ultra frustrated because he's usually _ that. After the Chicago game he said _ chipping in but I'm starting to wonder F ; 
the picture of poise. that the turning point was when Edmon- _ when Carter is going to start scoring a fl so" é@ él 0 
John: Ya, after the game against _ ton was killing the five-on-three penalties again. This probably ties in to Smytty 


Philadelphia | thought, “Bring on these and the Blackhawks scored on both of again. Mid-January, things are going | 
tough teams.” By the time the road _ the power plays. Duh. Thanks for that bit —_ to turn around. Guaranteed. ate Ni arg? bab 
trip ended | was kind of hoping Tampa __ of insight, Mr. Garrett. | was expecting to Dave: A Turner proclamation— Lidl dd ° 


Bay would show up more often inthe see Markkanen start that game to give _ write it in stone, folks. O 
schedule. The officiating probably 
caused some of the frustration that T£ri = Hephant and Castle 
MacT was feeling, but you can only j 
blame the officials for so much. The Pab On Whyte 
Oil have to start playing better. 10314 Whyte Ave. 439-4545 

Dave: The problems have been 
many but they start with special teams. 
Broken record here, right? Well, they 
can’t score on the PP if their lives 
depended on it and it’s not like they can 
stop the other team either. | said this 
recently, but hell, I'll say it again: For a 
team that’s known to be sound defen- 
sively, why is the PK so mediocre? It’s 
always about 18th or 19th in the NHL. 
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Whistler while you 


Whistler Mountain 
is large enough to 
lose yourself in it 
forever 


By ZEKE THE SKI FREAK 


ith over a mile of vertical 
drop at Whistler Mountain, 
and 33 lifts giving visitors 


access to over 7,000 acres of prime 
mountain terrain including 12 alpine 
bowls, three glaciers and more than 
200 marked trails, it’s hard to believe 


that less than 30 
years ago there 
was nothing 
here. In 1960, a 
group of Van- 
couver business- 
men formed 
Garibaldi Lifts 
Limited with the 
aim of develop- 
ing an alpine ski 
area as a possible 
site for the 1968 
Olympics. They 
moved into the 
valley in 1964 
and began clear- 
ing trees and 
building the first 
facilities. The 
Olympics were 
| never actually 
held in Whistler, 
but the village is 
still world- 
class—it’s so 
enormous it’s 
hard to even 
choose where to 
| stay. There are 
24 separate 
» condo complex- 
es, 35 hotels and 
lodges, seven large chalets and four 
small mountain inns, not to mention 
20 restaurants serving everything 
from burgers to some of the best and 
most expensive cuisine in the world. 
Or you can simply stay in Vancouver. 

The Whistler area is so large, it’s 
easy to get overwhelmed or even lost 
within it. That’s why newcomers 
might want to begin their visit with 
one of the complimentary orienta- 
tion tours offered by Whistler’s 
mountain hosts. Every Sunday at 
6:30 p.m. at the base of the Whistler 
Village gondolas you can join the 
staff for Fire and Ice: A Whistler Wel- 
come Night, which will give you 


your 


Brought to you by one of your Alberta 
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¥ 


Beauty of AlRWheel Drive: 
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some pointers on how to make the 
most of your stay. Besides the activi- 
ties for kids, the fashion show and ski 
movies, the mountain's ski and snow- 
board pros will answer any questions 
you might have. (You'll also want to 
stick around for the Fire and Ice Snow 
Show, during which the pros actually 
jump through a burning ring of fire 
just to start your vacation off right. 
Now, that’s dedication.) 


The early show 


Whistler also conducts free daily ava- 
lanche awareness tours, jointly run 
by the Whistler-Blackcomb Ski Patrol 
and the Whistler Sports Injury Pre- 
vention Program. 

(You must be able 

to ski/ride a blue 

run—i.e., an inter- 

mediate run—to 
participate.) 

Another unique 

program offered at 

the resort, one 

catering to the early birds, is Fresh 
Tracks. The program begins with a 
hearty, mountain-sized breakfast buf- 
fet, followed by early loading privi- 
leges to the Roundhouse Lodge 
between 7:30 and 8:30 a.m. As soon 
as the Whistler avalanche patrol 
gives you the all-clear, you're free to 
hit the open runs on the upper half 
of the mountain. This is a great offer, 
particularly if there's been a dump of 
snow overnight—you can get quite a 
few untracked turns in before the hill 
is taken over by the crowds. 

If you want to try your hand at 
racing, check out the Pontiac and 
Kokanee Race Centres. These are 
timed dual GS courses set on inter- 
mediate slopes that are free for 
skiers, snowboarders, telemarkers, 
snowbladers and monoskiers of all 
ages to try unless they’ve been previ- 
ously booked for a private race. 


il i eines Ig 6 


Whistler is where the art of free ski- 
ing originated, so they have catered 
to groups by building a stunning 
array of pipes and terrain parks. The 
main park is huge, with 16 acres and 
a World Cup-size halfpipe. This year 
they’ve also invested in a new Super 
Pipe Dragon for the Blackcomb pipe. 
The new equipment cuts a 17-foot 
transition and makes a wall 15 feet 
high, dwarfing the 12-foot wall their 
old machine used to make. 


Gods and Monsters 
There are three parks to choose from: 


an intermediate one, an expert one 
and an advanced one (which leads 


t 


right into the top of the World Cup 
pipe cut by the Super Dragon). Let 
me assure you, the expert park is 
truly for experts only. Here you'll 
find four huge tabletops, starting 
with the legendary shack booter 
located next to the DJ booth. Two 
expert railslides are built up out of 
the snow to provide a more challeng- 
ing grind. Next to the two rails is a 
raised jib box and the new 44 Mag- 
num rail slide, a single 44-foot-long 
rail built from two handrails that 
have been welded together. It’s also 
here that you'll find Monster #1, a 
massive, almost 35-foot-high 
table/hip jump, as well as the soon- 
to-be-open Monster #2. Expect to see 
pro riders from around the world 
showing off their skills on a multi- 
tude of hits and jibs. 

Whistler's new boardercross line, 
full of banked turns, offset rollers, 


RU 


Prime 


(don’t) work 


whoop-de-doos and hip jumps, has 
just opened to premiere the first BX 
event of the Nike Snowboard Series. 
The line will be open daily and pro- 
vide a chance for pros and amateurs 
alike to ride a full-on BX track. No 
matter where you spend your day, 
though, you can’t get away from the 
music. Whistler plays tunes all day, 
and their three speaker towers, 12 
speakers, huge amps and DJ turnta- 
bles for live mixes mean the tunes 
are audible throughout the park 
from top to bottom. 


Town without city 


It’s no exaggeration to say that you 
can ski here for 
days and not take 
the same run 
twice. (There are 
enormous bowls, 
" ote great trees and 
es glades here, not 

to mention steeps 

even I didn’t 
want to attempt.) This is more than 
a resort; it’s a truly self-contained vil- 
lage, with banking services, medical 
and dental clinics, beauty salons, a 
movie theatre, a library... even a 
church for visitors who want to pray 
for more than snow. There are too 
many upcoming events to list, but if 
you look at their calendar you'll see 
that there’s a major event happening 
there almost every day. 

Be prepared to spend money 
when you get there. The rooms will 
run you anywhere from $100 to 
many thousands; I’d estimate the 
average room rate to be about $170. 
Going with a group is cheaper, pro- 
vided you want to cram everyone 
into a condo. Two-day lift tickets are 
$120, but you can find all sorts of 
packages that include various com- 
binations of rooms, eats and tickets. 
Contact the hill before you go. © 


484-1133 1-000-586-1467 
WWW.Subarucity.com 
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Due to the holidays we were unable to i R D Ss 
listings. So please refer to the websites bak soo 


Local 
Rabbit Hill - www.rabbithill.com 


Sunridge - Sear aiue.com 
Snow Valley - www.snowvalley.ab.ca 


Alberta 

Sunshine - <http://www.skibanff.com>www.skibanff.com 

Lake Louise - <http://www.skilouise.com>www.skilouise.com 
Fortress - <http://www.skifortress.com>www.skifortress.com 
Marmot/Jasper - <http://www.skimarmot.com>www.skimarmot.com 
Nakiska - <http://www.skinakiska.com>www.skinakiska.com 

Mt. Norquay - www.banffnorquay.com 

Castle Mt. - www.hihostel.ca/alberta/hostels/castle.htim 


B.C. 

Silver Star - www.silverstarmnt.com 

Big White - <http:/ /www.bigwhite.com>www.bigwhite.com 

Apex - <http://www.apexresort.com>www.apexresort.com 

Sun Peaks - www.sunpeaksresort.com 

Fernie - <http://www.skifernie.com>www.skifernie.com ° 

Kimberley - www.skibc/resorts/kimberly.html | th | ae) ram a 
Panorama - www.panoramaresort.com Nn W 
Fairmont - www.skibc/resorts/fairmont.shtml mountain village 
Kicking Horse - www.kickinghorseresort.com ' 
Red Mt.- <http://www.ski-red.com>www.ski-red.com [a 
Whitewater/Nelson - www.skibc/resorts/whitewater.shtml | 
Powder Springs - <http://www.catpowder.com>www.catpowder.com 


U.S.A. 

Big Sky - www.bigskyresort.com 

Mt Spokane - www.goski/resorts/ruswa/spokane.html 
Silver Mountain - www.silvermnt.com 

Lookout Pass - www.goski/resorts/ruswa/lookout.html 
Schweitzer - www.skiresorts.com/schweitzer.html 

49 north - www.goski/resorts/ruswa/49.html 


Look for next week's report for the most comprehensive listings in Alberta 
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SNOWBOARD §S www.lheEasyRider.com 
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Snow Zone 


FOR ALL THE 
LATEST RESORT, 
SCONDITIONS 


Closest | 
Mountai0. 


2 days, 2 nights 
Fortress Mountain Lodge 


2109 | 


*per person, based on double 
occupancy, plus tax. Subject 
to change. 


2 days, 2 nights 
qi Lodge at Kananaskis 


2199 


*per person, based on double 
occupancy, plus tax. Subject 
to change. 

Mee, 


Peeper - 


Discover Nakiska. The terrain at Nakiska speaks to its Olympic heritage. The 
hill is renowned for its miles and miles of perfectly manicured, corduroy- 
smooth, wide open runs, Snowboarders and freeskiers love Nakiska: the 
resort boasts one of Western Canada’s best terrain parks, with numerous 
meticulously maintained features, a boardercross course, and FIS competition 
halfpipe that is groomed nightly, 


Discover Fortress. Fortress is famous for its abundance of glorious, dry 
Alberta powder. This is the ideal place for a family day trip, an extended 
adventure vacation, or anything in between. The Canadian National freestyle 
team makes its home at Fortress, a testament to the variety of terrain that the 
area has to offer, and to its consistent, reliable, conditions. 


For Information and Reservations Call 


1-800-258-SNOW 


(Toll Free 1-800-258-7669) 


www.skifortress.com www.skinakiska.com 


Battle of the brands — fee 


Rival associations 
and sponsorship 
discrepancies at 
heart of snowboard 
skirmishes 


“By RICK OVERWATER © 


t first glance, organized 
snowboarding is still grow- 
ing by leaps and bounds. 


The fact that yet another snow- 
boarding discipline, boardercross to 
be specific, is being considered as a 
potential Olympic event in 2006 
confirms this. Upon closer scrutiny, 
however, the “organized” part of 
snowboarding is still a free-for-all. 
As president of the CSF, Adam 
Faithfull has a 
ringside seat to all 
the shenanigans. 
Besides the chal- 
lenge of running a 
volunteer organi- 
zation entrusted 
with the task of 
getting Canada’s 
best into the Olympics each year, 
Faithfull has to wade through various 
administrative clashes that result 
from the interplay between the myri- 
ad of governing bodies in the sport. 
“Tt would be nice if there wasn’t 
so many restrictions around,” says 
Faithfull. “Like if they [the Olympic 
governing body] recognized the ISF, 


SKI 'n STAY at the 


(Offer valid between a 4-3» 


nns of Banff 


Pa $994 


Your Ski 'n Stay package includes: 
One day lift pass for skiing at Lake Louisg-ar Sunshine = 
One night accommodations at the Swiss Village Lodge or Inns of fant 2 
eSki'shop discounts ¢Kids stay FREE when sharing with an tle. 


for example.” Canadian national 
team members have to be picked on 
the basis of FIS results—not ISF. It 
creates a situation in which Cana- 
da’s best riders might not necessarily 
make it onto our Olympic team. 

You may recall that when snow- 
boarding finally became an Olympic 
event, the Olympic committee—in 
it’s infinite wisdom—decided that 
snowboarding was an offshoot of ski- 
ing and therefore subject to the rules 
of the Federation Internationale du 
Ski. Never mind the fact that snow- 
boarding got to where it was through 
the International Snowboard Federa- 
tion and was doing just fine as an 
organized competitive sport. 


Circuit of the stars 


To be fair, the FIS circuit sees most 


of the world’s best, especially those 
bent on competing in the Olympics, 
and its standings are a good barom- 
eter for talent. No one’s going to 
argue that guys like Trevor Andrew, 
Guillame Morrisette and Mike 


Michalchuk aren’t excellent choices 


to represent us. But still... 
“Not too many of our freestyle 


t Swiss Village Lodge 


109 at Inns of Banff 
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Www.inns siitematl. cc com 
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guys follow the FIS tour,” says 
Faithfull. “Freestyle riders hate the 
FIS.” One reason is the fact that 
being on the national team means 
not acknowledging the sponsors 
who are essentially a rider's “home 
team,” looking after the many 
costs that accompany competitive 
snowboarding. Being on the 
national team often means visibly 
promoting its sponsors, though 
you may be contracted to rival 
sponsors—the ones that actually 
support you while you're earning 
those precious FIS points. 

“We have a tough situation 
there—they can’t be on the national 
team because they have personal 
obligations,” says Faithful. “We’re 
not helping them out there at all.” 
One way to ensure getting Canada’s 
best to the Olympics is to go back to 
the way things 
were in 1998 when 
the CSF and the 
FIS first crossed 
paths and there 
wasn’t a large pool 
of good freestylers 
} with FIS points yet. 

“When we ‘met’ 
we were running Olympic trials 
but we can’t do that now because 
of COA criteria which says you 
have to have two top-16 finishes 
in an FIS World Cup or a top-eight 
in a FIS World Championship,” 
says Faithfull. “It makes it very dif- 
ficult for us to come up with a 
compromise.” © 


alfway through our interview, 
Ken Tizzard makes a startling 
confession. “For me personal- 
y,” the Watchmen’s bass player 
ys, “I wouldn’t have done another 
ock record. I would have left the 
and. I think that we'd all say that.” 
The Watchmen haven't buried 
heir legacy as one of Canada’s pre- 
mier pop rock bands, Tizzard says, 
ut there comes a time when you 
ventually hit a creative wall. “As an 
artist, | want to move forward,” he 
says, “and moving forward means 
change. For me, I was tired of rock. I 
put the radio on and I flip around, 
trying to find something that does- 
n't sound like everything else.” 
Listen to the band’s recent album 
Stomotion, with its drum loops and 
digital effects, and you'll realize that 
the ghost in the machine has stirred 
within Tizzard, vocalist Danny 
Greaves and guitarist Joey Serlin. 
Especially Tizzard, who was inspired 
enough by a Prodigy 
concert a few years 
back that he began 
exploring what he 
could learn from mod- 
ern electronic music. He’s even 
taken up DJing and producing tech- 
no-tinged material under the 
ObScene moniker. He doesn’t know 
what to call most of the music he 
carts out of dance music shops on a 
regular basis, but he doesn’t really 
care either. “When I walk into a club 
where a couple of hundred people 
are, and I drop this stuff and they 
start shaking their asses, I know 
what it is,” he says. “That’s why 
when it came to making a new 
record, | knew | didn’t want to just 
be a bass player in a rock band.” 


Sweet Slomotion 


There's no mistake that Slomotion is 
radically different from their previous 
four discs. Produced by Delerium’s 
Rhys Fulber and Toronto electronica 
pioneer DJ lain, Slomotion is the 
sound of a reinvented band breaking 
the conventions of what a Canadian 
rock band is supposed to be. 

“It's important to note that this 
could have been a country record or 
an R&B record, but it still would 
have been a Watchmen record,” 
Tizard stresses. “It’s the essence of the 
Watchmen lyrically and melodically. 
A lot of bands record their album in 
4 conventional way and send their 
Stuff to a producer who will strip 
everything back and fuck with it, so 
when the band gets the record back, 
it's a totally different thing. We were 
extremely conscious of not letting 
that happen. That’s probably why we 
all got so involved in the technology, 
because we wanted to hold onto the 
signature of what we are.” 

So what is the signature of the 
Watchmen? “As the bass player, I - 


The Watchmen have seen the light 


hate to say it,” Tizzard grins, holding 
a dramatic pause, “but it’s the singer. 
Once Danny's melodies kick in, you 
can tell it’s a song by the Watchmen.” 

Straying a bit from the familiar 
doesn’t worry Tizzard when he con- 
siders the fans. “I think the majority 
of our fans are intelli- 
gent. I mean, we're a 
pop rock band, but 
we've never written 
bubblegum stuff. 1 think 
the majority of our fans appreciate 
that—there's a certain complexity to 
the music that they dig and I think it’s 
still there [on Slomotion|. We got flack 
from people who hadn't even heard 
the record yet, once they heard the 
word ‘electronic.’ It’s still the Watch- 
men—we created it.” 


E-collaboration 


The way Slomotion was created, 
however, represents a fundamental 
change in the band’s psyche. 
Greaves and Tizzard both have fami- 
lies and collectively they've spent a 
lifetime away from home, either 
playing live or jamming in rehearsal 
studios, always listening for that 
elusive good idea. With software like 
Pro Tools, a computer becomes a 
powerful home recording studio, 
allowing the band members to work 
out song ideas on their own and 
collaborate virtually. All three band- 
mates started waking up in the 
morning, making coffee, heading 
down the hallways in their respec- 
tive homes to their computers and 
pouring out more ideas than they 
knew what do to with. 

“Doing things [digitally] took 
the arguments out of the band,” 
says Tizzard, “and let us appreciate 
each other der our ideas. When you 
get a charice to fully realize your 
own ideas before you send them 

wut, it gives you a sense of accom- 


=$plishment. Ego is also related to 


accomplishment, so when you send 
somefhing out on a CD to your 
mates and you get positive feedback 
from them, you’re not so worried 
about someong making a change.” 
Tizzard also found a mentor in DJ 


gr] 


| 


lain, who was initially directed by 
the band’s label, EMI, to provide a 
crash course in making electronic 


music. “We became immediate 
friends and I spent a lot of time in 
his studio learning how everything 
worked. Last fall, after a big record 
company meeting when they were 
going to send out our demos to dif 
ferent producers, I suggested to the 
band that we should give lain a call.” 


Letgo my ego 


Tizzard also speaks highly about the 
experience of recording Slomotion, 
when it came time to put the songs 
through the Watchmen machine 
“This was the first time I think lain 
had ever worked with a band that 
wasn’t in a remix capacity. He has 
zero ego and he’s so good to be 
around. He’s made the leap seam- 
lessly. When we did the stuff with 
Rhys, it was all big production—we 
worked in a fairly big studio in Van- 
couver. The whole idea was to sur- 
round ourselves with equipment so 
when you got an idea, you could 
grab something, figure out how to 
use it and make it happen.” 

Through it all, the Watchmen 
remained intrinsically the same 
band. And the fans are still there 
After all, Slomotion also features a 
second disc of fan favourites and 
radio hits, songs that will forever 
remain in the Watchmen repertoire. 
It transforms Slomotion into a crystal 
ball, charting the past and hinting 
at the future. 

“It was the label’s idea, but there 
was no resistance on our part,” 
chuckles Tizzard. “Just as long as 
there was a new record. It’s been 
three years and the fans wanted a 
new record. So did we, We didn’t 
want to go out and do a greatest hits 
tour—that would have put us over 
the edge.” © 


Mba New Year's Bash 2002 
with The Watchmen, Shocore and Rake 
* Shaw Conference Centre * Monday 
Dec. 31 * Ticketmaster, 451-8000 « 
$32.00 + SC 
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Dec. 31 Sideshow Bo 


Doors @ 8 pm ¢ $5 includes snacks 
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. Reds BIG TIME 
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WEST EDMONTON MALL 


BIG TIME FUN! 
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Laser Show in Alberta 
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$5000 CASH 

$2000 WATCH 

TRIP FOR 2 TO BANFF 

HOME DISCO SYSTEM 
AIRFARE FOR 2 TO LAS VEGAS 
$15000 BOTTLE OF SCOTCH 


EARLY BIRD TICKETS JUST $19.95 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT RED'S OR 
CHARGE BY PHONE AT 487-2066 
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GOT THE BLUES 


By CAM HAYDEN 
a 


The legends of 2001 


Yep, you guessed it. Another list. In 
the spirit of the season I'd like to jog 
the memory of blues fans and give 
them a reason to be thankful when 
they look back at 2001. 

On the concert front we were 
blessed by the appearance of a num- 
ber of bona fide legends. Not just 
guys who have been around since dirt 
was new, but real blues legends. Both 
Buddy Guy and B.B. King visited 
Edmonton in 2001 and both put on 
SRO shows at the Jubilee that had the 
faithful chirping for months. 

This year’s blues festival was no 


Our advertisers are saying things, 
like “Vue Weekly has allowed 
our project to sell quickly.” 


For more information on 
how you can join in the 
success, call Rob Lightfoot 
at 426-1996. 


CJ SLEEZE, NXNE 2001 


nxne (2902 


slouch in the legend department, 
either. Dr, John closed the show with his 
typical New Orleans panache, his crack 
band playing a soul-satisfying gumbo of 
R&B, blues and a smidgen of classic 
jazz. The touch of soft-shoe Dr. John 
gave us as the music moved him was a 
bonus. The legends offering of Hubert 
Sumlin, Pinetop Perkins and Nappy 
Brown could have been executed a lit- 
tle better, but the old guys still gave us 
value for our money—and no one who 
was there will forget the show stopping 
histrionics provided by Nappy Brown. 

Speaking of legends, you can’t for- 
get Johnnie Johnson, who played the 
folk fest this past summer. The shows 
by this Rock’n’Roll Hall of Fame mem- 
ber on both main stage and blues 
stage showcased the man who provid- 
ed a lot of the musical direction and 
“oomph” for Chuck Berry in his hey- 
day. The folks behind the blues festival 
also presented a series of concerts 
around town featuring Elvin Bishop, 
Shemekia Copeland and Deborah 
Coleman. The topper had to be Cole- 
man at the Arts Barns in May. Her fiery 
guitar work whipped the 600 plus in 
attendance into a writhing, grooving 
mass on the dance floor. 

One other concert of particular note 
was the “Wicked Grin” show put on by 
John Hammond during Jazz City. | was 
out of town at the Waterfront Blues Fes- 
tival in Portland, Oregon when John 
Hammond and company were in town, 
but | did see the same tour at the Yale in 
Vancouver a little earlier in the year. The 
combination of songs by Tom Waits, the 
stylistic approach taken by Hammond 
and the superlative musicianship dis- 
played by all involved—especially the 
rhythm section of Larry Taylor on bass 


and Stephen Hodges on drums—mad. 
“a show to! oe 

We also had the opportunity t, 

hear some blues talent this year thar 


jhad ae A made the trip up to the 


Edmo’ before. Curtis Salgado, Janiy, 
Magness and Rod Piazza and the 
Mighty Flyers all played at the 200; 
Blues Festival and impressed mightily 
Magness made a triumphant return (; 
a sold-out Sidetrack on a Wednesday 
night in October and Salgado will be a; 
Blues on Whyte in January. Also on the 
club scene, the pairing of Brent Parkin 
and Junior Demchuk at Blues on Whyie 
turned out to be a real winner, as was 
the show by Anson Fundeburgh and 
the Rockets with Sam Myers. 

As far as New Years’ Eve is con. 
cerned, the dedicated blues fan ha; 
very few choices. Saskatoon blues 
prodigy Kyle Riabko (he’s 14!) brings 
his band Motep’s Groove to Blues on 
Whyte for the full week, including 
New Years’ Eve, which is first come. 
first served with a $5 cover. The Side- 
track features the big band R&B oj 
House of Payne. It’s already sold out its 
dinner/dance packages but still has 
“dance only” lounge tickets available 
for $10. Finally, the venerable Hot Cot- 
tage is working the Riverdale Hall on 
New Years’. Tickets for that show may 
still be available through Tree Frog 
Press, but | wouldn’t wait too long 
because this one will surely sell out. O 


Cam Been Hosts the onday Night 
Blues Party from 9 p.m. to midnight 
on the CKUA Radio Network, 94.9 FM 
and 580 AM. He is also a partner in 
Blues International Ltd., producers of 
Edmonton’‘s Labatt Blues Festival. 
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The 8th annual North by Northeast 


Music Festival and Industry Conference 
June 6 7 8 2002 Toronto Canada 


“North By Northeast is one of the best gatherings of 
music and music people | have ever attended.” 
DANNY GOLDBERG , ARTEMIS RECORDS 


Apply to Showcase at NXNE 2002 and be eligible 

© to qualify for the Edge 102 New Rock Search Showcase 
* to win the Galaxie Rising Stars Award and $3,000 cash 
* to win the Best Canadian Unsigned Band contest - 


prize pack includes 


® free studio time at Umbrella Sound and your CD 
distributed by Universal Music Canada and HM. 


“Canadian perfomers only 


Application forms are available online at nxne.com or 


contact the office, 


Deadline Is Jan 18, 2002. 


NXNE Headquarters 


189 Church St, Lower Level Toronto Ontario, M5B 1Y7 
phone 416 863 NXNE {6963} fax 416/863-0828 


email third@nme.com 
online www.nne.com 
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By WAYNE ARTHURSON 
So RET a STE OTE 


Poster children 2 


The Last Deal * Spruce Avenue 
Hall * Fri, Dec 28 Edmonton’s punk 
scene has loads of potential, says Matt 
Golden of the Last Deal. But everything 
is in place—good bands, helpful halls 
that allow all ages shows and solid pro- 
moters—to make it a great scene. 

“At the moment, it seems there is 
a lack of participation from the audi- 
ence,” says Golden. “You can only get 
the kids to hall shows so you can’t do 
too many bar shows, but people who 
go to bar shows don’t really go to hall 
shows.” But there’s one way to fix 
that, one way to make Edmonton’s 
good punk rock scene a great scene. 
“Bands need to do everything to pro- 
mote themselves in the local commu- 
nity,” advises Golden, “such as doing 
their own postering and stuff, to make 
people aware of what's going on. One 
thing we've learned is that you can 
only rely on yourself, you have to take 
matters in your own hands if you're 
going to make it work.” 

But Golden doesn’t want to seem 
like he’s complaining. Edmonton's 
punk scene has a lot of things going 
for it and there are a lot of people 
working to make it even better. For 
example, the promoters of the Last 
Deal’s next show. Blackdot Produc- 
tions has had a hand in building a 
solid scene in Edmonton. “As far as 
the Edmonton scene is going, we 
need more people like Eli [Klein] and 
Liv [Lunde] because they bend over 
backwards to get shows going and 
they deserve more credit than they 
get,” says Golden. “They totally work 
hard and put everything on the line.” 

Blackdot is responsible for every 
aspect of the show, from booking the 
hall to renting the sound gear to pos- 
tering the city and hiring the bands. 
Also appearing on the bill with the 
Last Deal are Encompass, Compro- 
mise, the Urta Vita (from Calgary) and 
Face Forward. It’s the Last Deal's first 
show since August and their first show 
with new drummer Steve Reid, for- 
merly of the Buddy System. James 
Stewart is the third member of the 
group. “We've been struggling along 
trying to get our set together, but it’s 
going pretty good,” says Golden. 
“James and | have been playing since 
we were really young so the chemistry 
is there and that’s the base of the 
group, But our drummer's input, with 
our old drummer and our new one 
Steve, is always key to the group.” 

Tickets for the show are $6 and it’s 
an all-ages show. But even if you're 
over 18 and can get into a bar, there's 
ne other punk rock show that night so 
you might as well go see this one. 


A Nobel idea 


Doctors Without Borders * New 
City Likwid Lounge ° Sat, Dec 29 
AS Yue editor Dan Rubinstein says, 
“Doctors are good, borders are bad.” 


And the Nobel Prize people agreed 
with him. That’s why a couple of years 
ago they award their Peace Prize to the 
Doctors Without Borders group. This 
group of medical professionals, who 
donate their time, is known for going 
into areas where there's been a war or a 
Catastrophe or any other spot where 
medical help is not available with no 
regards to why there's a war, who's on 
which side, or the politics of why there's 
no medical help. They just help people 
who need it, sometimes risking their 
own lives in the process. 

And now it’s your chance to help 
Doctors Without Borders. Three 
bands—The Vertical Struts, Lontanan- 
za and Prince Pounce—will be playing 
alongside local DJ group Coney Island 
Beat Syndicate. There will also be 
guest speakers and artwok on display 
from Penny Buckner, Jeff Sylvester, 
Dlae Goble, Alan Ball, Tony Baker and 
Fish Griwkowsky. Tickets are $8 
advance, available at Blackbyrd, Cafe 
Mosaics and the New City Com- 
pound, or $10 at the door. 


It’s the end of the year as 
we know it, and I feel fine 


Every year guys like me who write for 
newspapers like this get a little lati- 
tude as December 31 rolls around to 
rant or rave about things that they 
liked or hated in the previous 12 
months. Actually, | ranted a bit too 
much last week, so this time I'm just 
going to recall all the live shows | saw 
this year and pick out my favourite 
moments or shows. 

Best live show by a local group 
or local groups: 

This one is a toss-up between the 
Mad Bomber Society CD Release show 
at the Sidetrack and Les Tabernacles, 
Wednesday Night Heroes and Genera- 
tion Condemned at the Rev. The Mad 
Bomber Society CD Release Party was 
by far this ska band’s best show ever. 
They were hot and tight, musically, 
physically and emotionally. You could 
feel the energy of the show the minute 
you walked into the club. It’s great to 
see the Sidetrack packed to the rafters 
with people too young to know who 
Jackson Brown is but smart enough to 
know Britney Spears doesn’t really sing 
when she performs live. 

The Rev isn’t really known for its 
sound but that didn’t stop Les Taber- 
nacles, Wednesday Night Heroes and 
Generation Condemned during a 
show this fall. All three bands have 
very different styles but together they 
produced probably the best punk rock 
show by local bands in about a 
decade. It was angry and chaotic, 
loud and distorted, drunk and disor- 
derly. Loads of fun. 

Best live performance by a visit- 
ing act: 

Another toss up. Seeing Kelly Joe 
Phelps for the first time at this year's 
folk fest was an experience that will be 
difficult to top. The man is a great gui- 
tarist with a voice that knows all the 
pain and hope in the world. He's a 
brave performer, playing as if he’s in a 
room by himself, falling into his songs 
and exposing parts that most of us 
like to keep secret. 

The Mad Caddies were tight and 
fun, and NOFX was old and fun, but 
Vancouver's Black Halos put on a blis- 
tering performance at the New City 
Likwid Lounge in May. The Black 
Halos are the kind of band that has to 
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be seen in a small club where you can 
see just how ugly these guys are and 
get pelted by sprays of sweat coming 
off their leather/PVC-clad bodies. 

Weirdest live show: 

You can tell when a punk rock 
band has really moved past that label 
when their live show brings back mem 
ories of a Genesis concert you saw 
almost 15 years ago. The Offspring at 
the Agricom, with Millencolon (who 
were boring) and the Black Halos (who 
| missed), had so many lights, explo- 
sions and lasers flying all over the place 
| thought | had hit some rock and roll 
space time continuum to the ‘80s 
They even faked an amp explosion and 
power failure so Dexter and Noodles 
could play unplugged until they “fixed 
the technical difficulties.” 


it’s the end of the year 
as... Wait a minute 


If you still haven’t made up your mind 
about what to do on New Year's Eve, 
then for heaven's sake what are you 
doing reading this? No, wait, that’s why 
you're reading this—so we here at Vue 
can give you some helpful suggestions, 
right? See you on the other side. 
2002: The Final Countdown * New 
City Likwid Lounge Featuring Knights 
in White Satan (members of Slow 
Fresh Oil and Mollys Reach with a 
couple of ringers thrown in for good 
measure) and Wicked Fantasy (Choke 
in their glam rock incarnation). Tix 
$12 in advance, $15 at the door. 
Studio 54 Retro Party « Red's, West 
Edmonton Mall Featuring the Travoltas 
and door prizes, including a $15,000 
bottle of Glenfiddich from a recently 
discovered 200-year-old barrel, airfare 
to Las Vegas and a ski trip in Banff. Tick- 
ets: $25 gets you in the door, $30 gets 
you a midnight buffet, $45 gets you all 
that and a prime rib dinner. 

The Bear's Children’s Fund New 
Year's Bash * Shaw Conference Cen- 
tre Featuring The Watchmen, Shocore 
and Rake. Tix $32 plus service charge, 
available at TicketMaster. 

Turbo NYE Special Edition * Lush 
Nightclub/The Rev Cabaret Featur- 
ing Montreal tech-house Dj Lafléche, 
Turbo residents David Stone and 
Derkin, drum ‘n’ bass in the lounge 
with Deegree and Phatcat and hip 
hop with Rerun and Sundog in Velvet 
Underground. Tickets are $20 in 
advance at Colourblind, Foosh, DV8& 
Records and Underground WEM 

Tom Cochrane * Nashville’s Electric 
Roadhouse Advance tickets are avail- 
able at TicketMaster for $56. 

70's Polyesta Party « Filthy 
MeNasty’s Tickets $5, available at the 
Whyte Avenue pub. 

NYE with the Stars * STARS Featur- 
ing Lure, Curbstomp and Endsville. 
There will be tons of door prizes as 
well, including tattoos, CDs and dope 
paraphernalia. Tix $8 in advance, $10 
at the door. 

New Year's Celebration * Inferno 
Dance and Retro Nightclub Featur- 
ing local favourites Captain Tractor. 
Tickets $17.50, available at TicketMas- 
ter; price includes champagne and 
party favours 

Old Reliable * Black Dog Freehouse 
Best buy your $15 tickets at the Dog 
now because it will sell out. 

NYE 2002 « New City Suburbs Retro- 
indie-industrial-goth-pop-emo-rock 
with local spinners Blue Jay and Nik 
Rofeelya. Tickets are $5.—Vue Starr o 
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For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 
Deadline is 3pm Friday. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10161/57- 
112 St., 413-4578. FRI 28: Innocent Ill, XL 
Birdsuit, Pangina. MON 31: New Year's 
Final Countdown: The Knights In White 
Satan, Wicked Fantasy, Wesley Willis, 
Greyhound Tragedy, Pangina, Innocent Ill, 
Alien Rebels. 


REV 10030-102 St., 424-2851. FRI 4: 
Chixdiggit, Smak, The Drastics. 


BLUES AND ROOTS 


THE ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704- 
104 St., 432-4611. *Every THU (9pm): 
Open mic night with Leona, FRI 28-SAT 29: 
Fingals Few. MON 31: New Year's Party: 
Fingals Few $15 after 9pm. 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425 
Whyte Ave., 439-1082. *Every SAT (3- 
6pm): Hair of the Dog. No cover. SAT 29: 
Chicken Snails Roadshow. SAT 5: Ann 
Vriend. 


BLUES ON WHYTE Commercial Hotel, 
10329 Whyte Ave., 439-5058. THU 27-TUE 
1; Motep’s Groove. WED 2-SUN 6; Junior 
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BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 Whyte 
Ave * MON: Sense, deep house with Erin Eden, 
Whisper and guests * WED: The Forum, with 
Robert Alan, DJ Calus and guests * THU: Deja Vu, 
house with guests ¢ FRI: Pilot Episode, with Simon 
Locke and Tripswitch and guests * SAT; Flava, hip- 
with weekly guests * NYE; New Years Eve 
002, with DJs Shortround, Echo, Lapdance and 
guests. $10 advance at Plush and Foosh, $15 door 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 Whyte 
Ave, 439-1082 » TUE: Digital Underdog, hip 
hop with Sonny Grimezz, C-Sekshun, and 
Megaforce * SUN: What The Hell, downtempo 
beats with D] Tryptomene and Spilt Milk 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 Jasper 
Avenue, 425-0850 « FRI: Funktion Fridays, urban 
with resident DJ Invinceable and Bases © SAT: 
guest DJs * SUN: Ladies’ Night, with D} Invinceable 


CLIMAXX AFTERHOURS—10148-105 St. « 
(780) 425 2582 * THU: guest DJs * FRI: Thun- 
der Dave, Slay, Mr. Anderson, LP * SAT: Wil Dan- 
ger, Donovan, Protege, Ryan ‘Mason 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—10336 Jasper Ave, Info 
426-7521 «© FRI; Future Funk Fridays, drum ‘n’ 
bass with Deegree, Skoolee and Phatcat * SAT: 
Urban Saturdays, with D] Invinceable and guests 
* NYE: 4th Annual Cristal Ball, with Black Reac- 
tion (Toronto), and Dj Phat Kat aka Specs 


DEVLIN'S—10507-82 Ave, info 437-7489 « 
SUN: beats with DB] Calus and Robert Allen 


EUPHORIA— 4605 - 50 Ave., Red Deer, AB 
(late night/after hours) * FRI-SAT; deep 
house, trance and hard house with residents 
Sesek, Travisty and Devilish * SAT DEC 29: Stone 
& Derkin (Edmonton) 


and the Do-Right Aces. MON 7-SAT 12: 
Bobby Cameron. SUN 13: The Mike Clark 
Band. 


THE DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave., 454-9928. 
TUE 1 (9pm): Chris Wynters. MON 7: 
Traditional Irish Session. TUE 8: Chris 
Wynters (from Captain Tractor). WED 9: 
Trio Night. 


THE ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 10314 
Whyte Ave., 439-4545. MON 31: New 
Year's Eve: Jerry Jerry and the Sons of 
Rhythm Orchestra. TIX $10 adv., $20 @ 
door. 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND GRILL 8937- 
82 Ave., 463-6397. *Every THU (9:30- 
10pm): Open stage w/ Keep Six. All musi- 
cians welcome. FRI 28-SAT 29; Loose 
Cannan. 


MAYFIELD INN TRADE CENTRE 16615- 
109 Ave., 415-5740, 288-1075. MON 31 
(7pm dinner; 9pm-3am dance): Latin New 
Year's: Orquesta Energia, DJ Moreno. TIX 
$20 adv., $25 @ door ‘$50 dinner only. 


NAKED CYBER CAFE AND ESPRESSO 
BAR 10354 Jasper Ave. *Every THU 
(9:30pm): Naked on Jasper open stage. 


O'BYRNE’S 10616 Whyte Avenue, 414- 


6766. MON 31 (after 9pm): New Year’s 
Party. TIX $15 (party only). 


SECOND CUP 10303 Jasper Ave. pBrery 
Thu (7:30-10:30pm): Acoustic open Stag 
hosted by Ron Taylor. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112St., 42). 
1326. THU 27-SAT 29 (10pm): The Hou. 
of Payne (blues). Thu no cover; Fri/Sat 5; 
cover. SUN 30 (8pm): Sunday Night Live: 
Three Days Wiser, Killer Comedy Show, 5 
Dudeman. $5 cover. MON 31 (9: Etim). 
New Year's Eve: The House of Payne. 1), 
$30 dinner; $10 lounge. Ady. tickets @ 
Sidetrack. TUE 1 (9:30pm): The House o 
Payne. No cover. WED 2 (9:30pm): Iulia 
Marshall Band. No cover. THU 3-SAT 5 
(10pm): Jordan Cook Band (R&B). $3 
Thu/$6 Fri and Sat. SUN 6 (8pm): Sunda 
Night Live: Granny Dynamite, Killer 
Comedy Show, DJ Dudeman. $5 cover. Ty; 
7-WED 9 (9:30pm): Sonny Rhodes (blues) 
No cover. THU 10-SAT 12 (10pm): 
Matthew’s Grin (Top 40). $3 Thu/$6 Fr 
and Sat. 


SUGARBOWL CAFE AND BAR 1092).:; 
Ave. *Every FRI original live music. FR! 28 
Everett LaRoi (solo performance). 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston 


Churchill Sq., 99 St., 102A Ave., 428-1414 
SAT 29: The Mike Plume Band. TIX $21 


EDMONTON CHAMBER MUSIC Society 


DOES 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


EVAR AFTER/G-SPOT—10148-105 St. (late 
night/after hours) * WED: Ladies Night, with 
Goza * THU: Rewind with Slav and guests « FRI: 
resident Djs James hsp Teer Tomek, plus guests « 
SAT: Infinity, with the Starving Djs ’ Gristan New- 
ton, Vaas, Yiazo) 


FLY— 10203-104 St., 421-0992 « FRI: house 
with Dr. Yvo SAT: house and R&B with Alvaro * 
NYE: Come Out! New Year’s Eve 2002, $10 door, 
live music and hors d’oeuyres from 8 - 10 PM 


HALO—10538-Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * 
WED: house with Dirty Darren Pockett * THU: 
Soul What?, with Tanner and Echo FRI: How 
Sweet It Is, ae) house and R&B with DJ 
Echo, Alvaro * SAT: For Those Who Know.., with 
Junior Brown, Amedeo, and Ryan Mason * “SUN: 
As Good As It Gets, house with Andy Pockett * 
NYE: New Year's Eve 2002 


IRON HORSE—8101-103 Street, info 438- 
1907 * WED: Freeflow, house with Dj Johnny 
Five ¢ FRI-SAT; Alix D] 


LUSH/THE REV-10030A-102 St., 424-2851 
* WED: Main-The Classic, retro with D] Loki; Vel- 
vet-progressive house with Ariel & Roel * THU: 
Lush—Trauma, drum ‘n’ bass & jungle with resi- 
dents Phatcat, Deegree, Skoolee and guests * 
FRI: Main-Wheels, funk and retro; Velvet-Bump 
’n’ Hustle, house with Remo Williams and Bobby 
Torpedo ¢ SAT: Turbo, progressive trance and 
house with alternating residents and guests; Vel- 
vet: Forties ‘n’ Nines, with Rerun an Sundog ° 
SUN: Sunday School, with ARMSDy. BonarWe, 
Donovan, Wil Danger, Ikaro, LP, P, Dave 
Theirman and Bobby Torpedo « NYE Tusa Spe- 
cial Edition NYE, with Lafleche (Montreal), Stone 
& Derkin, Phatcat, Deegree, Rerun, Sundog 


MAJESTIK—10123-112 St. * THU: House 
night with residents Tripswitch, Sweetz, Charlie 
Mayhem, Kristoff, and quests—DEC 24: Xmas 
Eve Disco Chill Out ¢ FRI: Hard House with resi- 
dents Crunchee, Jaw-Dee, Charlie Mayhem © 


SAT: hard house with DIC Crunchee—DEC 22, | 
Christmas Party * NYE: A Touch Of Class Nyc 
Party, with Crunchee, Charlie Mayhem, Kri 
and Slay, $20 advance at Foosh, Colourblin: 

DV8, Feroshus, Underground WEM and Majestik | 


NEW CITY COMPOUND—10167-112 5:., 
413-4578 * SUN; SChocolate Sundaes, w/K« 
Hand Luc, Remo Williams and guests 


PARLIAMENT—10551 Whyte Ave » SAT 
Hardcover, drum ‘n’ bass with Celcius, MC 
Deadly, Ghetto F/X, |.Me. J, and guests—DEC 
29: New Year's Pre Party Foosh Free-For All « 
NYE: New Year’s Eve 2002, with D} Rage 


RED'—Phase 3, West Edmnonton Mall « F{ 
DEC 21; Launch 01, with OS/2 (Toronto), 
switch, Slav, David Stone, Davey James * NYE 
dio 54 Retro New Year's Eve Party, with the Travolta 


SAVOY—10401 Whyte Ave, 438-0373 » Fi’ 
Indie Rock, with DJs Rich and Shane « SAT: Beats 
with Ariel & Roel * SUN; French Pop, with Deja Dj 


SQUIRES—10505-82 Ave, downstairs * 
MON: Local Motive with rotating hosts D| 
Waterboy, Genome, Kryptokane and guests 


SUBLIME (late lebiatter hours)-10147 
104 St., Bsmt. 905-8024 « FRI: Remedy, wi! 
rotating. residents Darcy Ryan, Donovan, Jar 
Gregory, $2, Neal K, Travisty, David Lee * SAT 
Manny Mulatto and Locks Garant 


. SUITE 69—8232-103 Street, upstairs * SUN 


Infusion, with DJs Diabolik and Headspin 


THERAPY (late night/after hours)-10028. 
102 Street (alley entrance), Info 903-7666 
* FRI: Upstairs—Greg Wynn, Cool Hand Luc 
Tripswitch, LP; Bunker— aki& Spanky, Tiff-Slip 
Anthony Donahue « SAT: Upstairs—Dragon 
Sweets, Alias; Bunker—Gundam, Bobby Torped 


THIS WEEK AT THE IRON HORSE 
THE BIG NEW YEAR'S EVE BASH! 


JOIN US FOR THE BEST PARTY OF THE 
YEAR! YOU COULD WIN A TRIP TO MEXICO! 
TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE, BUT THEYRE 


GOING FAST.... 


JOIN US IN THE NEW YEAR FOR SOME 
GREAT NIGHTS FEATURING... 


OILERS HOCKEY ON THE BIG SCREENS 
EXTREME KARAOKE THURSDAYS 
FREEFLOW WEDNESDAYS 
EDMONTON'S BEST WEEKEND RIDE 
WITH ALIX DJ AND NON STOP FUN! 


CELEBRATING? LET US TAKE CARE OF 
YOU. JUST GIVE US A CALL. 438-1907 


THE IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING HOLE 
8101 - 1035T. EDMONTON WWW.THEIRONHORSE.CA 


EKLY 


ocation Hall, U of A Campus. FRI 11 
); Claude Franm (solo piano). 


SPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston 
hill Sq., 99 St., 102A Ave., 420-1757, 

6230. FRI 28 (1:30pm and 7:30pm): 

and the Night Visitors. By Gian Carlo 

otti. Presented by Opera Nuova. TUE 1 

ppm): Salute to Vienna with Symphony 
da. 


NDER'S SALOON- 11733-78 St., 
7400. FRI 28-SAT 29: Stephanie 
son. MON 31: New Year's Eve: 
shanie Thomson. TIX $25. 

THOMAS COFFE HOUSE 44 St. 

as Street, St. Albert, 458-8225. eEvery 
(7:30-11:30pm): Open Jam with Jim 
Penny. 


R ROOMS RESTAURANT Edmonton 
tre, 102 Ave. entrance, 426-4767. THU 
9pm); lan and Fred (of the Hi-Phoniqs). 
28-SAT 29 (9pm): The Brett Miles Trio. 
DN 31: New Year's Eve: The Brett Miles 

. TIX $50. 


PAN ALLEY 4804 Calgary Tr. S., 702- 
50. FRI 28: Smells Like Fun. SAT 29: Rule 
ines (rock). MON 31: New Year's Eve: 
Bobby Cameron Band. TIX $49.95. 

D 2: Jeff Hendrick Trio. FRI 4: Big Bad 

ick Brett’s Blues Band. SAT 5: Dave 

bcock and the Nightkeepers. FRI 11: 

gilla Funk Conduit. 


INARI'S ON 1ST 10117-1011 St., 425- 
51. FRI 28: Dave Babcock Trio. FRI 4: 
elley Jones (vocals). 


ERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO 
pilano Mall, 5004-98 Ave,, 463-7788. 

U 27-SAT 29: Darryl Kitlitz. MON 31: 

e Little Black Dress New Year's Eve: 

ry! Kitlitz, TIX $10. THU 3-SAT 5: Chuck 
huimer. 


RLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN Rice 
bward Way, 10012-101A Ave., 426-7784. 
HU 27-SAT 29: Sam August. MON 31: The 
file Black Dress New Year's Eve: Mark 
egarrigle. TIX $10. WED 2-SAT S: Mark 
agarrigle, 


ERLOCK HOLMES WEM Bourbon St., 
E.M., 444-1752, THU 27-SAT 29: Dave 
ebert. MON 31: The Little Black Dress 

ew Year's Eve: Sam August. TIX $10. WED 
AT 5: Sam August. 


HERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 
)341-82 Ave., 433-9676. *Every SUN 
ipm-lam): Karaoke. THU 27-SAT 29: Mark 
jagarrigle. MON 31: Come as your 
‘ourite Hero New Year's Eve: Duff 
Dbison. TIX $10. WED 2-SAT 5: Duff 
Dbison, 


INO EDMONTON 9055 Argyll Rd., 
3-9467. FRI 28-SAT 29: Madison County. 
ON 31 (9pm-2am): New Year's Eve: 
adison County. FRI 4-SAT 5: Catalyst. FRI 
“SAT 12: Pam Proud Band. 


INO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St., 
3-9467. THU 27-FRI 29: Robin Kelly as 

THU 3-SAT 5: Suite 33. FRI 11-SAT 12: 
Foster Duo, 


1E COLISEUM INN 11845 Wayne 

tzky Dr., S., 471-1231. MON 31: New 
ar’s Eve Gala; Hot Sands (top 40, calypso, 
a, reggae). TIX $48. 


SSTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, 
erwood Park, 449-3378. FRI 11: Mae 
Sore (adult contemporary). 


INO DANCE AND RETRO NIGHT- 

UB 9920-62 Ave., 408-2877. MON 31 
®m door): New Year's: Captain Tractor. 

KX $17.50 ady. @ TicketMaster. 


IE JOINT NIGHTCLUB WEN, 8882-170 
- 486-3013, 451-8000. MON 31 (8pm 
Por): The Peoples New Year's Eve 
ebration. TIX $25 adv. @ The Joint. 


IGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433- 
599. THU 27: King Ring Nancy. FRI 28- 
T 29: Trooper, Face First. MON 31: Face 


; S ELECTRIC ROADHOUSE 
|, 489-1330, 451-8000. MON 31 (7pm 


a I ee 
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door): New Year's Eve: Tom Cochrane. TIX 
$59.95 earlybird @ TicketMaster. 


NEWFIE BULLET PUB 15003-118 Ave., 
451-8555. FRI 8-SAT 29 (9:30-2am): 
Hoffman, Brown and Ford. 


OTTEWELL PUB 6108-90 Ave., 450- 
5953. *Every MON (9:30pm); Open stage 
hosted by Willy James. 


PARIS MARKET 2nd Fi., 104 St., 104 
Ave., 718-7925, 487-2088, 426-2122. MON 
31: Ring in the Funk: Hi-Phonigs and D} 
Split Milk. TIX $30 adv., $35 @ door 


RED'S WEM, 487-2066. MON 31: Studio 
54 Mega Bash: The Travoltas (disco retro). 
TIX $19.95 early bird @ Red's. 


ROCK CENTRAL STATION Kingsway Inn, 
10812 Kingsway Ave., 479-4266. FRI 28- 
SAT 29: Sideshow Bob. MON 31 (8pm 
door): Sideshow Bob. $5 cover. 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S IRISH PUB 
Whitemud Crossing, 485-1717. *Every TUE 
(9pm): Movie Trivia. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St., 439- 
3388, *Every TUE: Urban Unplugged. THU 
27: D} Gilligan. FRI 28-SAT29: Mustard 
Smile. $5 cover. MON 31; New Year's Eve: 
Mustard Smile. TIX $20. WED 2: Dj 
Gilligan. THU 3; Q.E.D,, Supernet. $5 cover. 
FRI 4-SAT 5: Rotting Fruit. TUE 8: Urban 
Unplugged. $5 cover. WED 9: Ann Vriend 
Band $5 cover. THU 10-SAT 12: McCuaig. 
$3/$5 cover. 


Sexy & Simpte. Combining the simple elegance of the Little Black Drews with ihe simple 
Cleseures of a traditional Engteh Pub. Join us New Years five for good fond and great 
entertainment. Your $10 tokut includes a midnight snack, party favours and fun prizes! 


Dewatoun + Capilane + West Edmonton Wall 


MOTHER'S | 


5, hugh s 


1001 coach to. 
, your favourite» 


Attend a New Year's Party at any Sherlock Holmes location for your 
chance to win a trip for two to PANARAMA courtesy Of WUMIWEEKLY 


0% on all financing up to | year 
Sale applies to IN-STOCK merchandise ONLY. 


Dec. 26th. - 31st. 
AO THER'S 


MUSIC 
425-1400 10251 - 109 Street 


OLM 


Pubs 


www.thesherlockholmes.com 
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TECHNOLOGICAL 
Neal K 


Wednesday Mornings 
TAM - 3AM 


THE PHANTOM PYRAMID 
Minister Faust 
Global African/HipHop 
Thursdays 


far FM 
tlre 
sr : 

10PM - T1PM 


CATCH THE BEAT 
: tt Milk 


nb 


~ 


4PM ~ 6PM 


FREQUENCY 

DY Deluox 
House/HipHop/OTempo 
Satu 

6PM - 

CARIBBEAN SWING 
KC (& Sa 
Roggesteaies a 
8PM = 10PM 


SMOOTH T00 
Tina Sparkle & 
e 


House/Trance/DnB 
iPM 
OPM ~ Midnight 


URBAN HANG SUITE 
Arlo Maverick 
HipHop/RnB/Soul/ 
Dancehall Reggae 


WO2'USTI MMM GV'NOLNOWO] S°88WN4 UST) 


THE PLATFORM 
DXL & RUSH 
HipHop/R&B/Dance 
Saturdays 

3AM - GAM 


FM 
86 
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Fruit of the Plume 


Mike Plume brings 
his blue-collar rock 
back to the 
Winspear 

‘By WAYNE ARTHURSON 


itting at an undisclosed loca- 
Ss: in Winnipeg, Mike Plume 
has mixed feelings 

about returning to 
Edmonton. “Every- 
body I’m talking to 
in Edmonton says 
they’re on their deathbed,” reports 
the frontman for the Mike Plume 
Band. “Everybody is sick up there, so 
I’m thinking we might just cancel 
the show.” He’s only kidding, of 
course. The show on December 29 at 
the Winspear Centre is not can- 
celled. There’s no way Plume would 
miss a show like that. 

“I'm very excited about the 
show,” he says. “It would be a very 
cool thing if we could play the 
December 29 show at the Winspear 
every year.” Last year’s show was a 
surprising success with over 1,300 
tickets sold, so even before the band 
went on stage they booked it again 
for the same date in 2001. Hopeful- 
ly, it will become a homecoming 
tradition for the four-piece group. 
“This year is definitely a tougher 
year because the first year we 
weren't expecting anything,” says 
Plume, “so now this year we're hop- 


ing to make it just as successful as 
last year. But I think if we can get 
through this year, it will turn into a 
traditional thing for us.” 

If you can judge success by tick- 


_ et sales, then this year’s gig will be 


another success. About 1,000 tickets 
have been sold already and there’s 
still more time for people to buy 
tickets. It’s a charity event with pro- 
ceeds going to K-Rock’s Kids Park 
Project, which raises 
monies to build 
playgrounds in 
inner-city neigh- 
bourhoods. 

The show marks the first Edmon- 
ton gig for the Mike Plume Band 
since last year’s Winspear show, and 
it’s also the first show back in 
Plume’s hometown since the release 
of the group’s newest album, Fools 
for the Radio. It’s their sixth release 
since 1993, full of blue-collar rock, 
although some may call it roots and 
others may even call it folk-country. 
But Plume’s song are simple and 
honest stories, written about the 
things most songs are written about. 


Sing me a song | car about 


“Really, there are only three types of 
songs in the world anyway: songs 
about cars and good relationships 
and bad relationships. And even the 
most obscure song in the world hits 
these things, going somewhere in a 
car or thinking about love lost or 
gained,” he says. Relationships don’t 


Majestik is the perfect place to ring in the New Year 
with the absolute best Dance Music in town. 
What a night we have planned, starting with 

complimentary buffet and champagne at 8pm and 
the best in Disco House and Hard House. 

Buy your tickets now, we are only selling 300 Tickets 
to guarantee our patrons a comfortable, classy night 
unlike other clubs that overcrowd making it 
uncomfortable and impossible to get a drink. 


Majestik will be perfect, full enough for the best vibe 
and atmosphere with room to dance and space to get 
your drinks. 


Crunchee 
Charlie Mayhem 
Slav 
Kristoff 


Tickets $20 (includes Buffet and 
free champagne at 8pm). Available 
at Foosh, Colour Blind, Feroshus, DV-8, 
Underground and Majestik. On Sale Dec 14th. 


The Mike Plume Band: the almost all leather band 


even have to be about people, either. 
The title of the disc, Fools for the 
Radio, is a song Plume never finished 
but deals with his relationship with 
radio. “I do remember listening to 
the radio all the time when I was a 
kid. There was television but radio 
was always there and I don’t think 
that happens anymore. There was a 
guy talking, they played some songs, 
there was a guy that grew a weird 
potato—the format was that there 
was no format. But for today’s radio, 
even the DJs admit they love our 


’ stuff but they can’t play it because 


they don’t get paid to play songs; 


they get paid to play commercials 
So what if there isn’t a lot of 
radio play for Mike Plume’s songs. He 
doesn’t really care anymore. With 
over 150 shows in the past year and 
six successful discs behind him, he's 
got enough work to make the band 
his full-time career. “Some people 
think we’ve moved out of Edmonton 
but I still pay rent in Edmonton,” he 
says. “We just never get to go home 
We've played all over the northern 
hemisphere twice this year.” © 


me Band 
Sat, Dec 29 
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is weird and/or wonderful as Kid A and 
Amnesiac were—depending on which 
ide of the OK Computer fence you sat 
pn—it seemed clear that Radiohead 
ould never champion the live arena as 
compellingly as they did in the past. 
After all, hadn’t they given up on rock 
usic? How jaded we've become. This 
ight song live album, culled from Euro- 
pean concerts performed earlier this 
year, easily reestablishes Thom Yorke 
and crew as a fierce and vital force on 
stage. The music, seemingly trapped 
inside a studio forever, snarls and gasps 
ith more life than it was afforded in 
he studio, especially during “The 
National Anthem” and “Everything In 
{t's Right Place.” Elsewhere, intricate 
numbers like “| Might Be Wrong,” “Like 
Spinning Plates” and “Idioteque” are 
stripped down to become more rivet- 
ing than | thought possible as Yorke 
drills through his vocals with a desper- 
ate, menacing howl. Two complaints, 
however—why are there only eight 
songs, and why didn’t they come any- 
where near Edmonton when they had 
the chance? Wve Yr 9% —Dave JoHNsToN 


There's something conspicuously absent 
on Amanda Marshall’s new album. 
What's that? The blues rock pretensions? 
Yes, that seems to be it, and it's a good 
thing, too. After two albums of tiresome 
classic rock exercises—despite an unde- 
niable singing talent—Marshall has 
leamed about restraint and trusting her- 
self. She’s also picked up a decent 
groove, as many of the songs on Every- 
body's Got A Story attest. The playful, 
conversational vibe of “Double Agent” 
and “Marry Me” remodels the Toronto 
singer as a multifaceted artist able to play 
8 wider range of styles that neither of her 
previous albums allowed her to explore 

With some help from producer Billy 
Mann, Marshall has also evolved into a 
worthy songwriter, as the clever “Sun- 
day Morning After” and the title track 
demonstrate. Rather than hoot through 
a tired list of rock platitudes, Marshall is 
Confident enough to let her voice strut 
through lines like “And then take a sip 
of your cherry Coke/N@w, wHO'drinks a 
cherry Coke?” Who indeed, you reply, 
and you realize that she’s sucked you in 
and turned a rather impersonal medi- 
um—modern pop music—into some- 
thing emotional and immediate. It isn’t 
until Marshall closes the album with the 
acapella “Inside The Volcano” that she 
lets the storm out of herself, and you 


via 


can’t help but take a step back. It’s real- 
ly something. And rather fun 
Fete Het —Dave Jounston 


What's amazing about this very slick live 
recording is how ol’ Stingster can still hit 
those high notes. Listen to the geezer 
belt out “Roxanne” and it's enough to 
make you think all that tantric sex must 
be good for something more than six- 
hour orgasms. What's also amazing 
_ about this album is how transparent the 
setting becomes the longer you listen. 
The performances are exceptional, hark- 
ing back to an era where a guy like Sina- 
tra would stroll into the studio and rattle 
off a single, perfect take, And expect 
nothing less of his band. 

Not to say that Sting is anywhere 
near Sinatra, but he has certainly 
become one of pop’s most distin- 
quished performers. And no matter 
what you might think of him, he’s a 
consumate pro. He still has the ability to 
turn an old song like “Fragile” or “Moon 
Over Bourbon Street” and somehow 
make you feel like you've never heard it 
before, pushing his voice around with 
more character than anyone has given 
him credit for. Points have to be given 
up to his outstanding backing group, 
which includes long time drummer 
Manu Katché, guitarist Domenic Miller 
and British jazz pianist Jason Rebello, but 
Sting deserves to take a bow. Perhaps 
the fact that this album was recorded on 
the night of September 11 has infused 
this performance with an emotional 
urgency and relevancy that might have 
been lost in his later studio work. Maybe 
Sting hit those high notes because he 
had to. ¥ —Dave JoHNsTON 


merry manboys may have once given 
suburban white boys a place to direct 
their hormonal imbalance angst, but 
the band ran out of steam three years 
ago. In an attempt to prove there's 
more to Limp Bizkit than one-dimen- 
sional bombastic ranting, New Old 
Songs lets a handful of remixers loose 
on the band’s best known tracks. Or at 
least that’s what fans might actually 
want to get when they drop their hard- 
earned dollars. In reality, it’s the faithful 
throngs who will get short-changed 
while Durst pouts in his glass tower as 
he checks his cred down at the bank. 
No less than five different versions of 

_“My-Way” get the blender treatment— 

“and it's a nominal song, at best. Else- 

“where, “Faith” gets a weird smoked-out 
vibe from Josh Abraham, while Butch 
Vig drops “Nookie” deeper into the fuz- 
zhole. Had the entire disc been this 
interesting, | might give Durst more 
credit, but New Old Songs is a uneven— 
nay, crass—insult to the fans who 
deserve more than five versions of “My 
Way.” It’s also a wasted opportunity by 
Durst to answer the critics who have 
written Limp Bizkit off as an irrelevant 
creative entity. Perhaps he really knows 
what the kids are thinking, and how 
gullible they've become. The fan art is a 
nice touch, though. Oddly terrifying, 
but nice. #&9%—Dave JOHNSTON 
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x (Qua NGO/PALM PicrurEs) 
Don't believe the title of this album. It 
tells a lie. Certainly the music wafts 
through the room effortlessly, but 
there's a sophisticated bed that elevates 
this album from the usual pedestrian 
glut of lounge music out there. Like a 
jet-setting playboy, it seduces you with 
its silk-smooth caress and robs you of 
your senses when you're not looking. 
Beginning with the elegant “I Have 
Seen,” the British duo of Sam Hardaker 
and Henry Binns have composed an 
album of sweeping strings and lulling 
beats that have less to do with Air and 
more with Issac Hayes, Zero 7's admira- 
tion for the gentle side of blaxploitation 
funk rises from the mist a few times 
through this ride, primarily during the 
finest cut, “Likufanele," and the title 
track. You'd wish the album would 
writhe a bit longer on that beat instead 
of fleeing so quickly into the comfort of 
lofty cosmopolitan arrangements not 
far removed from the master Mancini 
Hopelessly romantic, for those who 
wish they could find the simple things 
in life. ¥%e%k—Dave JoHNsTON 


as : Sounp/NetTwer fETTWi Kk) Saal 
a ea Pee 
Children of the 1980's, turn back now. 
This is not a remix of that ol’ nugget by 
Re-Flex but the latest tiberprojekt from 
Berlin’s trance god Paul Van Dyk, best 
known for his rousing dance floor 
anthems like “Another Way” and “For 
An Angel.” It’s been years since Van 
Dyk even attempted to assemble a 
mixed disc, and for good reason. As he 
points out in his essay (yes, an essay) 
“DJing is more than just mixing records 
together—it is about the vibe in the 
club, the interaction with the crowd 
through the music.” Conventional 
mixed discs, as he points out, aren’t an 
appealing venture to spend time on. 
Which is what makes The Politics of 
Dancing an intriguing package. Rather 
than simply mixing together tracks, Van 
Dyk has reworked each number to fit 
inside his puzzle. Songs like iio’s “Rap- 
ture” and Way Out West's “Activity” 
have been painstakingly reassembled 
by Van Dyk himself, while also including 
a number of his own tracks, like “Vega” 
and “Autumn.” The end result isn’t to 
prove how magical Van Dyk can be in 
the studio, but to create a perfect blend 
of beats with his proven knowledge of 
what makes people get up and dance 
By that criteria, he’s successful. The 
music throbs and rolls with typical 
aplomb, although some armchair 
enthusiasts might balk at the sheer 
number of breakdowns Van Dyk has 
crammed throughout the two discs. 
This isn’t a disc for purists, however— 
it’s music to inspire you to get up out 
of that chair and dance the night 
away. There might be an essay, but if 
more people actually got into the 
groove, we probably wouldn't hate 
each other so much. We'd be too busy 
enjoying each other's company out on 
the dance floor. And that’s what the 
politics of dancing are all about. 
te teed —Dave JOHNsTON 


featuring 


TICKETS 
LISTEN 
FREECLOUD 
BLACKBYRO 


aL COUNTDO 
KNIGHTS 
WHITE SATAN 


ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT BLACKBYRD, FREECLOUD, LISTEN & NEW CITY 


Zw © VUE WEEKLY * DECEMBER 27, 2001 - JANUARY 2, 2002 


CHECK OUT WUEWEEKLY's 
DISH SECTION 


EVERY WEEK FOR EDMONTON'S 
BEST AND MOST COMPREHENSIVE 
LIST OF OUR CITY'S EATERIES 


FILM IN CANADA HAS RECEIVED 


LDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS s 


BEST PICTURE: il 


BEST PRE Toor BEST COORIGGINAL CORE BEST coRtc _ 
PLITR IAC KSON PICOWAILID STTCoRE MAY LE Ut LN 


0) 5 
THE 


THE NO? OF its RING 
meses lll AY waszzssty Seton 


GINEPLEX ODEON |{__ Seer Coan 
SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON » CLAREVIEW * 
FAMOUS PLAYERS ALAXY GINEMAS 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE d | paLAXY 10 v¢ 


CINEPLEX ODEON } CINEPLEX ODEON 


I 
| EATON CENTRE * || VILLAGE TREE MALL 


SHERWOOD PARK ie 


FAMOUS PLAYERS 


SILVERCITY wesraae D 


MAGIC LANTERN 


__ SEMIN _ DUGGAN, CAMROSE | 


INOW PLAYING!Sssrex: scesrones ros towne 
eT 0) HD) NOs KO) 13 ONO NYE INTO) Oe 


BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 8 i 


EBERT & ROEPER 


PLAIN BRILLIANT, FUNNY 
pT STNG WITH LIFE. 
»  Adazaling comedy!” 


‘AUDREY TAUTOU 


T. SASKATCHEWAN 
GEMI 


ia EDUC { T 
‘ GAIETY || ELITE, ST. PAUL 


Dave Kehr, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“RICHLY IMAGINED & 
BEAUTIFULLY EXECUTED! 
A thoroughly charming tale.” 


MATHIEU KASSOVITZ 
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Nash the dash: Russell Crowe is quick hiking ohn a 


Beautiful Mind 


Mathematician 
movie not exactly 
Beautiful and 
doesn’t add up 


By JOSEF BRAU 


winning mathematician John 

Forbes Nash, Ron Howard’s A 
Beautiful Mind is 
constructed upon 
the same founda- 
tion of affectation, 
unexamined reverence, 
collective (American) nostalgia and 
disregard for formal boundaries 
that’s made much of the director’s 
past work so apparently popular 
with audiences but so wafer-thin 
when viewed with any kind of real 
scrutiny. The main problem with A 
Beautiful Mind, or nearly all bio-pics 
for that matter (although this one 
bears a particular resemblance to 
Shine), is that because Nash’s life 
story is so complex, emotionally 
potent and resistant to cinematic 
reduction, the above foundation 
inevitably collapses under the 
weight of Nash’s portrait, leaving us 
with a very unsatisfying finale, com- 
plete with an adoring public cere- 
mony, a speech about the power of 
love and a closing title card contain- 
ing such tepid sentiments as “[Nash] 
still walks to campus every day.” 


( nspired by the life of Nobel Prize- 


A compelling piece of Nash 


A Beautiful Mind will no doubt be 
showered with affectionate praise 
nonetheless because it’s sometimes 
easy to confuse a genuinely inspir- 
ing story with a well-made movie, A 
Hollywood movie may not be the 
best way to learn about John Forbes 
Nash, but it was my first exposure to 
his tortured life and groundbreaking 
work nonetheless, so I was still 
reluctantly compelled by A Beautiful 
Mind, despite its shoddy presenta- 
tion. (I shudder to think about all 
the young people whose first knowl- 
edge of the American entry into 
World War Il came from watching 
Pearl Harbor!) lf you are also unfa- 
miliar with and curious about 
Nash's story, | would advise against 
reading any further for the time 
being, not that I’m going to spoil it 
completely for you; I just think you 
might not want to read anything 


Simple Mind 


about the movie until after you 'ye 
seen it, because A Beautiful Mind |; 
predictable enough without fore. 
knowledge of its content. 
The film begins in 1947 when 
Nash (Russell Crowe, distractingly 
beefy for a reclusive academic} 
arrives at Princeton for graduate 
study in mathematics. Nash is anti- 
social and extremely arrogant 
(though, for better or for worse, 
Crowe imbues him with enough 
oddball charisma to bear watching) 
referring to his already 
acclaimed and pub- 
lished peers as less- 
er intellects 
avoiding classes and 
obsessing over his need for “a truly 
original idea.” In A Beautiful Mind 
this idea finally comes to him when 
he observes the competitiveness of 
his male peers for the attention of a 
hot blonde in a bar and contradicts 
Adam Smith’s economic theory by 
observing that if each of the boys 
ruthlessly go for the blonde and 
ignore the other girls, they'll bloc 
each other's path, insult the women 
and wind up with no girls at all. 
It’s a nice little allegory, but 
that’s the beginning and the end of 
screenwriter Akiva Goldsman’s lay- 
man’s introduction to Nash’s work 
and it’s really not nearly enough 
feel like we get this earth-shattering 
idea's real significance. A Beautifil! 
Mind then zips five years ahead t 
Nash's installment into a much-co' 
eted research and teaching post «! 
MIT, where Nash first encounters t!) 
mysterious G-men (led by Ed Harms! 
who want to exploit his code-brea! 
ing genius for a secret intelligenc: 
operation involving suspected Sov'¢' 
bombing sites in the U.S. During this 
period, Nash also meets a young st 
dent named Alicia (Jennifer Conne 
ly), who is so transfixed by his min’ 
that’s she willing to see past hi 
obnoxiousness and marry him. 


Code dread 


At this point, Nash suffers his firs! 
mental breakdown. He’s hospité 
ized and diagnosed as a parano!d 
schizophrenic and his career 4" 
personal life rapidly begin to @ 
apart. Nash is cursed by his great®* 
talent: like a character in a Thou 
Pynchon novel, he sees the hiddé 
codes in every piece of textual ‘ 
serial information around him 2 
0 eR ea 

SEE PAGE 29 
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China: The Panda Adventure (SC) 


PaLIvivVEEKLY 


—_ ie 
” on FP) Will Smith, Michael 
Michele, Jon Voight, Jamie Foxx and 
Jada Pinkett Smith star in The Insider 
director Michael Mann’s film about 
boxer Cassius Clay, his rise to fame 
during the 1960s, his refusal to 

fight in Vietnam and his eventual 
emergence as pop culture icon 
Muhammad Ali. 


Amélie (CO, P) Audrey Tautou 
and Mathieu Kassovitz star in 
WS The City of Lost Children director 
Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s whimsical, wildly 
imaginative fable about a lonely 
young Parisian woman who begins 
secretly performing good deeds for 
the unhappy people in her neighbour- 
hood. In French with English subtitles. 


A Beautiful Mind (CO) Russell 
Crowe, Jennifer Connelly, Ed Harris 
and Judd Hirsch star in How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas director Ron 
Howard's biopic about John Forbes 
Nash, the Nobel Prize-winning 
mathematician whose research laid 
the groundwork for the “game theo- 
ry” of economics, and his lifelong 
battle with paranoid schizophrenia. 
Based on the book by Sylvia Nasar. 


Behind Enemy Lines (CO) Gene 
Hackman and Owen Wilson star in 
director John Moore's flag-waving 
action thriller about a Navy pilot’s des- 
perate efforts to stay alive after his 
plane is shot down by Serbians during 
a reconnaissance mission over a Bosn- 
ian demilitarized zone, 


Dominick and Eugene director Robert 
M. Young’s IMAX documentary about 
Ruth Harkness’s work with giant pan- 
das in the remote forests of China. 
ral) Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher's Stone (CO, FP, 

fw GR) Daniel Radcliffe, Emma Wat- 

son, Rupert Grint, Richard Har- 

ris, Alan Rickman and Maggie Smith 
star in Mrs. Doubtfire director Chris 
Columbus's big-screen adaptation of 
].K. Rowling's massively popular chil- 
dren’s book about a boy’s eventful 
first year as a student at a magical 
school for wizards. 


How High (CO) Method Man and 
Redman star in director Jesse Dylan’s 
pothead comedy about two stoners 
who are accepted to Harvard Universi- 
ty after smoking a special !.Q.-boost- 
ing strain of marijuana, but are forced 
to fend for themselves when their 
stash runs out. 


Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius (CO, 
FP) Writer/director John A. Davis's 
computer-animated feature, based on 
the cable TV series, about a clumsy but 
brilliant young inventor whose gadg- 
ets come in handy when aliens kidnap 
every adult in his neighbourhood. 


Joe Somebody (CO, GR) Tim Allen, 
Julie Bowen, Jim Belushi and Kelly 
Lynch star in The Santa Clause director 
John Pasquin’s suburban comedy 
about a divorced white-collar drone 
who becomes unexpectedly popular 
once he vows revenge on a co-worker 
who beat him up in front of his 
daughter. 


2" #101, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Alber 
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1 Monster Inc (G) 93min 
2 Vanilla Sky (14A) 138min 


3 Harry Potter (PG) 150min Frightening Scenes 


$4 50, figs $5, Special ‘Matinee prices! 
ges run on Sotuday and Sunday only. 


12:20, 3:20, 6:10, 8:30 
12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 8:40 
12:30, 3:30, 8:00 


4 Not Another Teen Movie (18A) 87min & Sex 12:10, 3:10, 6:20, 9:00 


5 Joe Somebody (PG) 


AMOUS PLAYERS 


SILVERCITY WEM 
ALI (14A) THX 12:10 3:40 7:10 1045 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST (G) IMAX 2D. 


No passes, no coupons 
Tue Wed Thu 10:30 12:30 2:30 4:30 7:00 9,00 11:00 


CHINA: THE PANDA ADVENTURE (G) 
IMAX 2D. Fri Sun 11:30 

HARRY POTTER AND THE 
PHILOSOPHER'S STONE (PG) 


Frightening scenes. No passes. 
THX 11:50 12:40 3:15 4:10 6:40 10:00 


HAUNTED CASTLE in 3D (PG) 
May frighten younger children. Sar Mon 11:30 


444-2400 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS (G) 
THX 12:05 2:20 4:40 6:50 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS : 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING (1 4A) 
Violent scenes. No passes 

Fri Sac Sun Mon 1:00 5:00 9:00 

THX 12:00 12:30 1;30 4:00 4:30 5:30 8:00 8:30 9:30 


THE MAJESTIC (PG) THX 12:20 3:30 6:45 10:10 
MONSTERS, INC. (G) THX 11:40 2:10 4:45 7:00 
NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE (18A) 

Crude sexual content throughout 


THX Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 1:20 3:45 6:00 8:15 
11:00 Thu 1:20 3:45 8:15 11:00 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN (PG) No passes. 
Coarse language. THX 1:00 4:30 7:30 8:10 10:20 11:10 


VANILLA SKY @4A) 
Coarse language, sexual content. 
THX 12:15 4:20 7:20 10:30 


Contant 


12:40, 3:40, 6:30, 8:50 


VANILLA SKY (14A) Coarse language, sexual con- 
tent. Fri Sat Sun Tue Wed Thu 1:30 4:15 7:00 9:45 Mon 
1:30 4:15 7:00 


WESTMOUNT 111 Ave, Groat Rd. 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 
PHILOSOPHER'S STONE (PG) 
Frightening scenes, No passes. 

12:15 3:45 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING (14A) 
Violent scenes. No passes. 

12:30 4:30 8:30 


THE MAJESTIC (PG) 
3:30 6:50 10:00 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN (PG) No passes 
Coarse language 

1,00 7:10 9:50 

VANILLA SKY (14A) 


Coarse language, sexual content 
12:45 4:00 7:00 10:10 


455-8726 


GATEWAY 8 29 Ave. Calgary Trail 


436-6977 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 
PHILOSOPHER'S STONE (PG) 
Frightening scenes. No passes. 

12:15 1:00 3:30 4:15 6:45 8:00 945 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS (G) 
12:30 1:15 2:50 3:45 5:00 7:00 7:20 9:10 


THE MAN WHO WASN'T THERE (14A) 
1:30 4:30 7:30 9:50 


MONSTERS, INC. (G) 12:40 2:40 4:45 7:05 9:20 


VANILLA SKY (14A) No passes. 
Coarse language, sexual content. 
12:50 1:20 3:50 4:20 6:50 7:10 9:40 10:00 


Kate and Leopold (CO) Meg Ryan, 
Hugh Jackman and Liev Schrieber star 
in Girl, Interrupted director James Man- 
gold’s time-travelling romantic come- 
dy about an unlucky-in-love single gal 
who falls in love with a 19th-century 
gentleman who is accidentally trans- 
ported into present-day New York. 


The Lord of the Rings: The Fel- 
lowship of the Ring (CO, FP) Elijah 
Wood, lan McKellen, Viggo 
Mortensen and Christopher Lee star in 
Heavenly Creatures director Peter Jack- 
son’s epic film adaptation of the first 
volume in J.R.R. Tolkien's series of fan- 
tasy novels about a quest to destroy 
an evil, all-powerful ring. 


The Majestic (CO, FP, P) Jim Carrey, 
Martin Landau and Laurie Holden star 
in The Green Mile director Frank 
Darabont’s Capra-esque fable, set in 
1951, about a blacklisted Hollywood 
screenwriter who wanders into a pic- 
turesque small town while suffering 
from amnesia, and is mistaken for the 
long-lost son of the proprietor of the 
local movie theatre. 
a) The Man Who Wasn’t There 
(FP) Billy Bob Thornton, Frances 
gli McDormand and James Gan- 
dolfini star in Barton Fink cre- 
ators Joel and Ethan Coen’‘s 
beautifully photographed film noir 
about an emotionally remote barber 
whose attempt to blackmail his wife’s 
lover brings with it a host of unfore- 
seen consequences. 


ral) Monsters, Inc. (CO, FP, GR) 
The voices of Billy Crystal, John 
gle@ Goodman, Steve Buscemi and 

James Coburn are featured in 
directors Peter Docter and David Sil- 
verman’s computer-animated comedy 
about a little girl who accidentally 
steps through a portal into the world 
all the creatures who lurk under beds 
and in closets call home. 


Not Another Teen Movie (CO, FP, 
GR) Jaime Pressly, Mia Kirshner, Lacey 
Chabert and Randy Quaid star in 
director Joel Gallen’s raunchy spoof of 
teen movies such as Never Been Kissed, 
She’s All That and Bring It On. 


Ocean's Eleven (CO, FP) George 
Clooney, Matt Damon, Brad Pitt, Andy 
Garcia and Julia Roberts star in Traffic 
director Steven Soderbergh’s remake 
of the 1960 Rat Pack cult film about a 


GARNEAU 
+ 


VISIT US AT het 


It’s thal time of the year again. You know, when loads of hyped movies get carted 
out in limited release so they can technically be considered for a 2001 Oscar with. 
out having to compete with the Christmas blockbusters on the greater market, 
Frustratingly, we usually have to wait several months after these films have made 
their initial splash to actually see any of them (like Pollock, which earned Ed Harris 
a Best Actor nomination—and he may have won had more people actually seen 
his performance). This year, at least we won't have to wait long for Oscar-con- 
tender Robert Altman's exquisite new Gosford Park, his first period drama since 
Kansas City, but arguably his best work in at least a decade—it opens next week! 


gang of hipster criminals with a plan 
to knock over three Las Vegas casinos 
on the very same night. 


The Shipping News (CO, GA) Kevin 
Spacey, Julianne Moore, Cate 
Blanchett and Judi Dench star in 
Chocolat director Lasse Hallstr6m’s 
adaptation of E. Annie Proulx’s award- 
winning novel about a struggling jour- 
nalist who decides to recuperate from 
a recent family trauma by moving 
back home to a small Newfoundland 
fishing town along with his two young 
daughters. 


Spy Game (CO, GR) Brad Pitt, Robert 
Redford and Catherine McCormack 
star in Top Gun director Tony Scott's 
flashback-filled espionage drama 
about a retired CIA agent who is 
called out of retirement when his pro- 
tégé is kidnapped by the Chinese, 


The Shipping News ~ 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:15 pm 


arneau.worldgate.ca for our weekly FREE TICKET draws 


Vanilla Sky (CO, FP, GR) Tom Cruise, 
Penélope Cruz, Cameron Diaz and 
Kurt Russell star in Jerry Maguire 
writer/director Cameron Crowe'’s eerie 
drama (a remake of Alejandro 
Amenabar’s 1997 Spanish film Open 
Your Eyes) about a shallow playboy 
whose life becomes a surreal night- 
mare after he is horribly disfigured in a 
car crash. 


Nightly @ 7:30 pm 
Sat, Sun & Tue Matinees @ 2 p™ 
*PG> : 
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CINEMA CITY 12 


3633-99 STREET 


siaod Man and 
dman receive a 
gher education in 
iow High 


moking a bowl in my van 
before catching the 9:55 screen- 
ing of How High at West Mall 
at’s the one by the food court— 
the more tempting for the 
nchies), I was struck by how 
quently I’ve indulged in any sort 


ars ago. Walking into a theatre 
m-packed with giggling, goofy- 
pking stoners, I felt a warm wave of 
bstalgia for the days 
hen I would catch 


Rider, Heavy Metai, 
h-Out, Koyaanisqatsi or, of course, 
ing from Cheech and Chong’s 
jef cinematic oeuvre at the art 
e in the city where I grew up. 

Still, 1 was actually quite sur- 
ised by the degree to which How 
igh itself also fulfilled this increas- 
gly eerie sense of deja vu. Sure the 
im’s got its share of irony and self- 
pnscious winkyness, but How High, 
irected by Bob Dylan’s son of all 
eople, is less an homage to the 
nushy-brained shenanigans of Up in 
joke than it is a dutiful contempo- 
reconfiguring of them. Exchange 
heech and Chong for rappers 
lethod Man and Redman and it’s all 
ere: the battle of wills with the car- 
ponish squares (which the stoner 
eroes always win), the incredibly 
joor taste and endless scatological 
jumour, the vague stabs at political 
ommentary (such as the Black His- 
bry teacher played by Spalding Gray, 
0 encourages his black students to 
bel against him in class as retribu- 
on “for what my people did to your 
eople”), the sloppy editing and bar- 


AMELIE 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:15 pm 
Sat, Sun & Tue Matinees @ 2:15 pm 


Early show only Dec 31 « 14A* 


gain basement special effects, the 
attractive, full-figured women who 
are seduced by the 
heroes with risible 
ease, the terrible 
expository dialogue 
and the all-important 
final scene where the heroes find a 
way to get all the squares unwittingly 
stoned and have a big party. 


A friend in weed 


I certainly laughed hard at parts of 
How High, in which our under- 
achieving duo find themselves 
going to Harvard, and I even found 
a few of screenwriter Dustin Abra- 
ham’s silliest narrative conceits to 
be quite inspired. After suffering a 
horrible accidental triple-death (self- 
immolation followed by falling out 
a window, followed by getting hit 
by a truck), the pair’s closest stoner 
pal gets cremated and they reveren- 
tially mix his ashes in with one of 
their many strains of high-potency 
weed. Subsequently, every time they 
smoke their friend, he appears 
before them as a white tuxedo-clad 
ghost and, with the infinite knowl- 
edge of the netherworld at his astral 
fingertips, he helps them score per- 
fect As on all their tests. If that 
sounds stupid, that’s because it is— 


Alternative Video spot 


‘Locally Owned and Operated |p aes 


CHECK OUT 
OUR FABULOUS 
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RIVERBEND 
STORE 


@14940-45 AVE 
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RIVERBEND ROAD 


GREAT TITLES 
GREAT SERVICE 


but goddamn, it was funny. 

Before I get too carried away 
describing How High as a delightfully 
dumb B-movie, it should be clear 
that the film also maintains some of 
the ugliest traits of its pothead movie 
predecessors: it’s thoroughly sexist 
(like that’s any surprise), crudely 
racist (what could possibly be less 
imaginative or amusing than having 
a Chinese character endowed with a 
tiny penis? How about making kung 
fu the only thing he’s good at!) and 
is largely the product of mere wish- 
fulfillment (and when your greatest 
wish is to be a pimp, that can get a 
little frightening). There are plenty of 
gross-out set-pieces reminiscent of 
South Park (besides the Kenny-esque 
death, the pair dig up the corpse of 
former president John Quincey 
Adams so they can smoke him too). 
Yet Abraham often isn’t nearly as 
clever or genuinely subversive as 
Parker and Stone at their best. It was 
nice to get high for the low-brow fun 
of How High—I wouldn't really rec- 
ommend viewing the film any other 
way—but no amount of good herb 
could dull my senses enough to 
ignore its lamest stereotypes. O 


rs ee 
Directed by Jesse Dylan ¢ ee Method 
Man and Redman * Now playing 


SHALLOW HAL (14a) 
u 115 205 488935 000 


aed {14A) Coarse t 
Teo ee ss tas That” 
RIDI o IN CARS WITH BOYS (PG) 


ho 115 


400 6.20 240 


IMAX KEEBLE'S BIG MOVIE (14) 
Thu 1145 1:50 4:30 7.25 9:30 


i ROMANO 2 (PG) 


200 445 7.25 925 


13 GHOSTS (1 8A) Gory violence thro 


The 


13S 21S $00 740 (010 


JURASIC PARK 3 (PG) Thu 


DATE OF ISSUE ONLY. 
THE LAST CASTLE (I4A) 
Thu 11:00 1.35 4:15 655 945 


TRAINING DAY (1A) 
Tho 11:05 140 420 7:10 9:50 
ZOOLANDER (\4A) 

The 1205 450 1015 


{OY RIDE (14A) Coarse hinge 


tw 2:20 


SAT RACE (PG) Gos i Languag 


Tho 1140 2:10 4:35 7.35 10:05 
THE PRINCESS DIARIES (G) Thu 11:20 85 425 7:1 
DON'T SAY A WORD (4A) Violent 


Thu 7:55 9:50 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS bE 


TALKING MOVIE 
LISTINGS 
444-5468 


C 


NEMA GUIDE > 


Showtimes for Fri, Dec. 28- Thu, Jan. 


EATON CENTRE CINEMAS 
FI. Phase 11} 10200-102 Ave. 


ALI 
DTS Digital. No passes. 
Daily 12.15 3.30 6.45 10.00 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 
Frightening scenes. No passes 

DTS Digital, Daily 12.00 3.15 6.30 9.50 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS 
DTS Digital 

Fri-Wed 12.10 2.15 4.15, 6.20 

Thu 1210 2.15 4.15 


JOE SOMEBODY 
DTS Digital, No passes 
Daily 1.15 4.40 7.15 10.20 


KATE AND LEOPOLD 3 
DTS Digital, Daily 1.30 4.50 7.30 10.10 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
Violent scanes. No passes. 

Fri-Wed 12.30 4,30 8.30 9,30 

Thu 12.30 4.30 8.30 10.00 


MONSTERS, INC. 
DTS Digital, Daily 12.05 2.30 5.10 7.40 


NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE 
Crude sexual content throughout 
DTS Digital. Dally 1.00 5,00 7,50 10.40 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN 
Coarse language. No passes. 
Dally 12.45 3.45 7,00 9.40 


SPY GAME 
DTS Digital, Daily 10.30 


CLAREVIEW TOWN CENTRE 
421 1-139th Avenue 


ALI 
DTS Digital. No passes, 
Daily 12.00 3.15 6.30 9,40 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE PG 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital. No passes 
Daily 12.40 3,50 


HOW HIGH 
Crude content throughout. 
DTS Digital. Daily 1.30 4,20 6.50 9. 10 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS 
DTS Digital. Dally 12.10 2.20 4.40 6.40 


JOE SOMEBODY 
DTS Digital, No passes 
Dally 12.20 2.40 4.50 7.10 9.20 


KATE AND LEOPOLD 
DTS Digital. Daily 1.10 3.40 7.00 9.48 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
Violent scenes, No passes. 

Dally 12.30 4.30 8,30 9.30 


THE MAJESTIC 
Daily 12.50 6.55 10.00 


NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE 


Crude sexual content throughout 


Daily 1.00 3.25 5.40 7.50 9.50 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN PG 
Coarse language. No passes. Daily 4.00 7.30 10,20 


VANILLA SKY 14a 
Coarse language. sexual convent. 
DTS Digital. Dally {.20 4.10 7.20 10.10 


WEST MALL 8 
WEM PHASE Ii] ENTRANCE 2 


AMELIE 
DTS Digital. Daily 1,05 6.40 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND 
Mature themes. OTS Digital 
No passes. Daily 1,00 4.00 7.00 9.50 


BEHIND ENEMY LINES 

DTS Digital. Daily 1.30 4.30 7.30 10.15 
HOW HIGH 

Crude content throughout DTS Digital 
Daily 1.40 405 6309.10 


JOE SOMEBODY PG 
DTS Digital. No passes. Daily 2.00 5.00 7.20 940 


KATE AND LEOPOLD PG 
DTS Digital. On 2 screens 
Daily 1.20 1.50 4.10 4407 10 7.40 9.30 10.10 


THE SHIPPING NEWS stc 
DTS Digial Les 1.10, 4.20, 7.15 10.00 


SPY GAM! 
DTS Digial Dall 350 9.20 


4A 


14a 


168A 


4A 


472-7600 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 STREET 


ALI 
No passes. On 2 screens 
Daily 12.00 1.00 3.30 5.00 6.50 9,00 10,20 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND 
Mature themes. No passes. 
THX Daily 12.50 3,50 7.00 10,00 


BEHIND ENEMY LINES 
Daily 2.50 5.20 7.50 10.45 


HOW HIGH 
Crude concent throughout 
DTS Digital, Daily 12.45 3.15 5.45, 8,10, 10.50 


JOE SOMEBODY PG 
No passes 
THX Dally 12.15 2.45 5.15 7.40 10.15 


KATE AND LEOPOLD 
THX Dally 1.20 4.20 7.20 10.10 
OTS Digital. Dally 12.20 3.10 6,20 9.20 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
Violent scenes. No passes. 

THX Dally 12.30 4,30 8,30 

OTS Digital. On 2 screens. 

Dally 1.30 2.30 5.30 6.30 9,30 10.30 


THE MAJESTIC 
DTS Digital. Dally 12.10 3,20 6.40 9,50 


NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE 
Crude sexual content throughout 
Tue-Thu 2.20 4.40 8.20 11,00 

On 2 screans. Dally 2.20 4.40 8.20 11,00 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN 
Coarse language. No passes. On 2 scroens 
Dally 1.10 2.10 4,00 4.50 7.10 8.00 9.45 


THE SHIPPING NEWS 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.40 3.40 6.45 9.40 


SPY GAME 
Daily 10.40 


WEH 
444-1331 


1BA 


WEST IHEMA! 
LPHASE |, ENTRANCE 44 
13 GHOSTS 


Gory violence throughout 
Dally 4.45 10,10 


BLACK KNIGHT 
Crude content 
Dally 2.45 5,00 7.45 10,00 


CORKY ROMANO 
Coarse language 
Daily 2.30 4,30 7.30 9.30 


DON'T SAY AWORD 
Violent scencs 
Daily 2.15 7.15 


MAX KEEBLE'S BIG MOVE 
Daily 2.00 4.00 7,00 9.00 


THE PRINCESS DIARIES 
Daily 1.30 3.45 


SHALLOW HAL 
Daily 1.45 4.15 6.45 9.45 


TRAINING DAY 
Daily 6.30 9,15 


14a 
No passes. DTS Digital 
Daily 12.00 3,20 6.40 10.00 


BEHIND ENEMY LINES 
Daily 1.10 4.20 7.20 10.30 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS G 
DTS Digital. On 2 screens. 
Dally 12.20 1.20 3.50 4,40 6.30 7.30 8.45 9.40 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 
FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 
Violent scenes. No passes 

On 4 screens 

Daily 12.30 1,00 4.30 5.00 8.30 9.00 


THE MAJESTIC 
DTS Digital. On 2 screens 
Daily 12.10 3.30 6.50 10.10 


MONSTERS, INC. 
DTS Digital. Daily 1.30 4.00 7.00 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN 
Coarse language. No passes. 
Dally 12.50 4.10 7.10 10.20 


SPY GAME 
DTS Digital. Dally 9.50 


14a 


14a 


436.8585 
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CJSR wishes you 
the best for the 
holiday season & 
a happy new year. 
Thanks to all our 
volunteers and 
listeners for 
making FM88 an 
adventure in 
radio. 


Keep on rockin’ in 
the free world! 


Join us new 
year's eve as 
CJSR's hip 
swinginest DJ's 
throw down a 
funky butt dance 
party from 
10 pm to 1 am. 


ww 


.Cjsr.com 


Te 


Michael Mann 
cleans up the 
cluttered closets of 
Cassius Clay 


By KEVIN MAGER 


irected by Michael Mann, Alé 
D: the latest film to pay hom- 
age to Muhammed Ali, rec- 
ognized by many as the 
greatest boxer of all 
time. On this out- 
ing, Mann tackles 
another tale of the tiber 
male, just like he did in Heat and 
Last of the Mohicans. In this case, 
Mann balances the influence of a 
substantial cultural-historical record 
of Ali’s life with audience desires for 
an entertaining film. Essentially, 
he’s forced to de-emphasize Ali's 
personal politics in order to preserve 
his audience, It is the constant 
conundrum faced by the biopic, and 
though Mann satisfies to a certain 
extent, significant lapses remain 
Opening scenes cross-cut 
between an adoring, largely female 
audience at a Sam Cooke gig and 
shots of Cassius Clay (Will Smith) 
running in the quiet streets, training 
for his next fight. This juxtaposition 
presents the dominant fighter/lover 
dichotomy of Clay’s character. 
While we watch Clay enter the arms 
of the Nation of Islam, see him 
renamed Muhammed Ali by Elijah 
Mohammad and see Ali chastise his 
first wife for Wearing lipstick and 
revealing dresses, we also know that 
it was "those lips and hips that 
attracted. Ali to her in the first place, 
~belying his stfength as a black 
nationalist Muslim. 
~ Mann directs our search for the 
roots of these conflicts away from 


Ali and toward the Nation of Islam, 
an organization featured prominent- 
ly in Spike Lee’s Malcolm X, In this 
way, Ali is presented as a man buf- 
feted by political strife larger than 
his own views deserve, a very con- 
venient reorientation since his 
views aren’t discussed much in this 
film. More often than not, Mann 
supplies us with some viewpoints 
that conflict but don’t debate each 
other. Mann merely suggests that 
differences existed within the black 
community, choosing 
the more palatable 
“cultural mosaic” 
mode of presenta- 
tion rather than the 
confrontational, more historically 
accurate vision of that historical 
period. It is as though a more true 
to life representation of Ali would 
disturb contemporary audiences, so 
Mann, who has a screenwriting 
credit on this film as well, chose a 
softer approach. 


Fade to black 


So, since it’s becoming clear that we 
won't get all of the politics, we are 
left with sex and violence. The sex is 
rendered according to the traditions 
of modern screen romances, the 
only difference being that the sub- 
jects are black. This fact, in itself, is 
substantial reason to favour these 
scenes Over those in other contem- 
porary films, simply because there 
are precious few representations of 
black romance on film. Concerning 
the violence—Ali’s boxing match- 
es—the exact opposite is the case. 
Mann’s portrayals of Ali fighting 
run up against the brick wall of real- 
ity. America loves to see two men 
physically punish each other to the 
point of submission, so, accordingly, 
the fist fight and the boxing match 
have already been developed to a 


degree of cinematic perfection. Iron- 
ically, it is Ali’s fights, with their 
cadence and emotional tension, 
that inspired screenwriters and cho- 
reographers to stylize boxing to the 
levels we've seen in the past. The 
Rocky films, for example, began cul- 
tivating today’s Ali audience 25 
years ago using endless cinematic 
hyperbole. As such, Mann is forced 
to adopt cinematic effects, like those 
employed in films such as Gladiator, 
to pique the audience’s interest. 
Unfortunately, the boxing falls a lit- 
tle flat in the translation. 


Bag shot 


The most arousing scene in the film, 
it turns out, happens to be among 
the first shots of George Foreman. 
We cut from a shot of Ali preparing 
for the upcoming “Rumble In The 
Jungle” to a low angle shot of Fore- 
man working the heavy bag. It is a 
truly awesome spectacle, as Fore- 
man, played by an unknown 
Charles Shufford, assaults the bag 
while his trainer holds on for sup- 
port. During the screening, without 
word of a lie, a woman seated 
behind me actually cried out at the 
energy of that moment. 

Performances like these are what 
shore up Will Smith's somewhat 
mediocre portrayal of Ali. For exam- 
ple, as Drew “Bundini” Brown, Ali’s 
farcical-but-tragic assistant, Jamie 
Foxx (Bait) steals a number of scenes 
from Smith. So does Mykelti 
Williamson (Three Kings), who plays 
Don King. 

Ali is known best through clips, 
quotes and sound bites, all of which 
are rendered with the requisite 
gusto and humour, but scenes of a 
more serious, less public nature laék 
the energy that Ali is so well known 
for. Indeed, elements of this film 
that have appeared elsewhere in 


recorded interviews are delivered 
with archival precision. Otherw 
Smith’s delivery falls flat, for thé 
most part, seemingly incongruow 
with Ali’s larger than life persona 


Beggars can’t be losers 


To its credit, Ali explores the boxe: 
personal relationships with figuie 
like Drew “Bundini” Brown, a sort 
of beggar-hanger-on type recogy 
nized even by fight commentator 
as being the “character” of Ali 
coaching team. The film als 
spends a significant amount of time 
developing Ali’s relationship wit! 
Malcolm X, with Mario Van Peebles 
putting in a convincing perform 
ance in the role. Here, again, Fiji! 
Mohammad and the Nation 
Islam are labelled the villains, th 
time for causing the rift between ‘i! 
and X, with strong suggestions !!! 
the Nation of Islam was instruc 
tal in X’s assassination. But we si 
the conflict between X and Flij:! 
Mohammad in Lee’s Malcolm X, ‘ 
none of that story is new, makin§ 
me wonder why it received so mu! 
attention in Ali. 

Ali doesn’t offer much 1° 
information at all. Newsreel footas: 
as well as Leon Gast’s When We '\ 
Kings—a skillfully crafted docum 
tary on Ali and his fight ' 
George Foreman in Zaire in 19'* 
served as a model for the pro’ 
tion development of Ali. !' 
Mann's film, we realize ' 
Muhammed Ali’s vanity and b° 
do can be*recorded and re-ené 
but the degree to which that 45)~ 

of his personality influenced his 
- off-camera ean. only pe suppose’ ° 


All 


~~ Directed by Michael Mann « Stor’ 


Will Smith, Jamie Foxx, Jon Voi9" 
Mario Van Peeblese Now play’: 


EE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
‘ e.ab.ca. 


ne is 3pm Friday. 


[AT GALLERY AND FRAME 
on Ave., St. Albert, 459-3679. 
daily 10am-6pm; Thu 10am- 
10am-5pm, Sun/hols noon- 
works by gallery artists 

g Min Ma, Andrew Raszewski, 
#, Angela Grootelaar, Igor 

. Mel Heath, Fran Heath, 
Findlay, Allison Argy-Burgess, 

s Alty-Arscott, Audrey 

uller, Joe Haire, Jim Brager, 
ohner, Nick Prins and Tom 
Sculpture and glass by Eduino 
Al Henderson, Rogelio Menz, 
Repka, Brenda Taylor, John 

; Roy Hinz and France Lagace- 


BY MARCE AND MARCE 
#838. By appointment only. ARTS 
SCIENCE BY MARCE AND MARCE: 
jonal paintings by Brenda 


3eautiful Mind 


= 


os 


hese codes follow possibilities 
jaborate conspiracy. Nash’s 
bulsive envisioning of a world 
e of elaborate codes is really 
inating stuff and rife with 
los. Yet Howard, with little to 
k with in Goldsman’s script, 
finds a way of fully capturing 
yonder and terror of Nash’s life. 
most he does is simply high- 
bits of code here and there 
bank on the emotional sweep 
mes Horner’s score, which 
Bods so much like poor man’s 
ip Glass I’m convinced he 
hed A Brief History of Time the 
it before he wrote it. 

ven more frustrating, however, 
Beautiful Mind's near-absence of 
ght into Nash’s psychosis. 
e's so much in Nash’s back- 
ind to be considered: in one 
e, the paranoid Nash is a victim 
cCarthyism; in another, he’s a 
im of a post-war society with a 
ty of canonizing great men 
d upon their contributions to 
Waging; and in still another, 
is a martyr from his precarious 
© in scientific history. Most 
‘ously, though, and most diffi- 
for the filmmakers to deal with, 
is a victim of his own delu- 
S of grandeur. As a young man, 
as clearly more concerned with 
enition than accomplishment 
ultimately, was so hungry to be 
as having a “great life” that he 
to begin inventing one. I’m not 
need that Nash’s life story easi- 
anislates into film, but A Beauti- 
tind certainly would have been 
better had it tried to penetrate 
ond the superficial aspects of 
‘s enigmatic persona. 

in short, to paraphrase the tag- 
for another recent muddled 
Wood blockbuster: his mind is 
tiful, but his movie is not. © 


Directed by Ron Howard Starring 
Ssell Crowe, Jennifer Connelly and 
Ed Harris « Now playing 
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Marce. Collectible, award-winning 
poetry (The Revolution of Words: The 
NOW Anthology) and professional 
writing by Patrick Marce. 


B-SCENE STUDIO 8212-104 st., 
432-0234. Open Mon-Sat 11-Spm; 
Thu 11-9pm. CONFLUENCE: Works by 
Heather Shillinglaw, Shara Rosko, 
James Kwong. Until Jan. 10. 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'AL- 
BERTA 20, 8627-91 St., 461-3427. 
Group show featuring members’ 
works, Until Feb. 6. 


CYBERTOPIA INTERNET CAFE 
11607 Jasper Ave., Upstairs. THE 
BEAUTY BODY: Paintings by Garett 
Gunderson. Until Jan. 31. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223, 
Www.eag.org. Open Mon-Wed and 
Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; 
Sat, Sun 11am-Spm. Closed 
Christmas day. *SETTING THE STAGE: 
THE CAST OF CHARACTERS: The Group 
of Seven. Until Jan. 29. *STAND BY 


(CTH EMA) 
Metro operates 


vith the 
+o 


sup 


We will be closed for the holidays but 
look for an exciting round of new films 
beginning January 11th with the series 


EROTIC TALES! 


=A lor zi 
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YOUR MAN or ANNIE CRAWFORD 
HURN: MY LIFE WITH TOM THOMSON. 
Until Jan. 29. *MARC CHAGALL: THE 
WORLDS OF FANTASY AND FABLE. 
Until Jan. 13. *DREAMLAND: New 
works by Wanda Koop, Medirie 
MacPhee, Shirley Wiitasalo. Until Jan. 
13. *KITCHEN CHRIS FLODBERG: 
LANDSCAPES AND OTHER ALLEGORIES. 
Until Jan. 13. *CHILDREN'S 
GALLERY FROM HEAD TO TOE: 
Created by Lisa Murray. Until July 28. 
*Admission $5 adult; $3 student/sen- 
ior; $2 ages 6-12, kids under 6 free. 
Free on THU after 4pm 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd 
Fl., University Extension Centre, 8303- 
112 St., 492-3034. Open Mon-Thu 
8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-4;30pm; Sat 
9am-noon, *Annual student exhibi- 
tion. Until Jan. 17. 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave., 432- 
7535. West coast Indian and Eskimo 
silver and gold rings, pendants, ear- 
rings and bracelets by L. Wadhams. 
Eskimo soapstone carvings (Inukshuk, 
hunter, bears, walrus, seals and birds) 
by J. Kavik. Quill baskets by various 
Mohawk artists. Until Dec. 30 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall 
in the Citadel Theatre, 9828 
For more information, 


101 A Ave. 
all 425-9212 


THE FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt., 
10516 Whyte Ave., 432-0240. Open 
daily 9:30am-6pm. Closed Sunday 
OLD FRIENDS-NEW WORKS: Group 
show featuring paintings, sculptural 
objects and video presentation by 
Sidsel Naess Bradley, Doug Jamha, 
Michael Burns, Neil Fiertel, Until Dec 
31. *SWEETEST PICKER: Ink jet prints 
by Paul Freeman, Jan. 2-31 
GENERATIONS GALLERY 5411-51 
St., Stony Plain. THE PETALS SUITES 
Original haiga. Drawings by Kris van 
Eyk and poetry by Gerald St. Maur. 


Jan. S-Feb. 11. Opening reception 
Jan. 6, 14pm. 

JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY 
Strathcona Place Centre, 10831 
University Ave,, 433-5807. Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, CHRISTMAS 
SHOW; Featuring a group exhibition 
of various art works from last year’s 
gallery exhibitors. Until Jan. 25 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 St., 423- 
5353. Open Tue-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


The Previncial Museum of Alberta 


19 Wael 
ayant’ this WS Ji 


Woodstock Vision, 
the Spirit of a Generation | 


\ lecture by the official Woodstock 


photographer, Elliott Landy. 


January TR, 
7:30pm 
Adults $12 
Students 
Call (780 


2 


Museum [heatre 


Seniors $10 


453-9100 to beok tickets 


Iravel back to a 60s coffee house at 
Alice's Restaurant 
(The Museum Cafe) 
Nathalie Clarke 


soulful... from sweet to sassy 


January 18, 2002 


Entertainment 8 to TL pm 


live music, no cover charge 


For a complete list of SIXTIES happenings 
check out: www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca 


SIXTIES includes content on mature themes 


’ 
; 
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noon-Spm. Closed until Jan. 8. *CIR- 
CUS OF TEARS: Paintings by Peter 
Hobbs and video installation by 
Chantal Rousseau. Exploring notions 
of sexuality, performance, pornogra- 
phy and identity as well as visual art 
as spectacle. Until Jan. 19. Closing 
reception FRI, Jan. 18. Artist talk: SAT, 
Jan. 19, 8pm. 


MCMULLEN GALLERY University 
Hospital, 8440 -112 St., 407-7152. 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat and 
Sun 1-8pm. ARCTIC SURVIVAL: ANI- 
MALS IN INUIT LIFE AND ART: Inuit 
artists prints, sculpture and textiles. 
Until Jan. 20. 


MILNER ART GALLERY Stanley 
Milner Library Main Fl. Lobby, Sir 
Winston Churchill Square. IN THE 
MAGIC GARDEN OF THE DRAGON 
KING; Carved and painted panels. 
Until Dec. 31. 

PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
19 Perron Street, St. Albert, 460- 
4310. Open Tue-Sat 10-Spm. Thu 


EVENTSVVEEKLY 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 


DISPL Aw 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 
North of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987- 
3054. Open weekends. Authentic 
Japanese garden, nature trail, 80 acres 
of connected gardens. TIX $5.75 adult; 
$4.50 senior; child under 4 free. 


FORT EDMONTON PARK Fox Dr., 
Whitemud Dr., 496-8787, 496-2925. 
THU 27: Candlelight Christmas. 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE Fox 
Dr, Whitemud Dr., 496-8787, 496- 
2925. Open weekdays 9am-4pm; week- 
ends/hols 1-4pm (until May 17). Closed 
until Dec, 31. *Exhibit room public pro- 
gram: Each Sunday explore a new 
theme. SUN 6 and 13 (1-4pm): Snow 
magic. TIX $1.25 adult, $1 youth/senior, 
$.75 child, $3.75 family. 


McKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 
Ave., 422-1970. Archives and museum 
located along the river valley on the 
Heritage Trail. Stroll in the Victorian-era 
park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. 
Albert Place, 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert. 459-1528. Open Mon-Sat, 
10am-Spm; Sun, 1-S5pm. *CONNECTED 
VOICES: Celebrating the women of St. 
Albert. Until Mar. 16. *DISCOVERY 
ROOM: An interactive educational 
venue dedicated to children and fami- 
lies. Hear birdcalls, examine the minerals 
in the mine, watch live frogs, interact 
and play Predator-the foodchain game 
Suggested donation $2. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626- 
96A St., 496-8755. Open Mon-Fri, 9am- 
6pm; Sat-Sun, 1lam-6pm, *H/GH ARC- 
TIC HOLIDAYS: Until Jan. 7. *THE HEART 
OF EDMONTON: Jan, 12-Feb. 24. 
*FLOWER PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP: 
Jan 12 and 19 (12-3pm): TIX $5.25 
adult, $4.25 senior/youth/student, 
$2.75 child, $16 family. 


ODYSSIUM 11211-142 St., 452-9100. 
Open Sun-Thu, hols 10am-Spm; Fri-Sat 
10am-9pm. Edmonton's space and sci- 
ence centre. *TRANSCANADA 
PIPELINES GALLERY: SPACE PLACE: 
Hands-on exhibits. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845-102 Ave.,453-9100, 453-9131, 
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until 8pm. FLORAL: Donna Gallant, 
Joan Todd, Jeff Holmwood and Carol 
Jane Campbell. Jan. 2-Feb. 2. 
Opening reception WED, Jan. 2, 7- 
9pm. 

SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St., 
423-1492. Open Tue-Sat noon-Spm. 
Exhibition from the SNAP archives, 
tracing the history of the SNAP 
printshops. Through January. 
SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882- 
170 St., 444-1024. Featuring works 
by J. Yardley-Jones and Gregg 
Johnson. Acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery 
by Noburo Kubo and Jacqueline 
Stenberg. Art glass available. Artists in 
the courtyard continues every week- 
end. 


ST. THOMAS COFFEE HOUSE 44 
St. Sthomas St., St. Albert. WHAT’S IN 
A FLOWER: Watercolour and wax on 
rice paper works by Sheilagh Knox. 
Until Dec. 31. 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin 
Park Plaza, St. Albert, 460-5990. 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am- 
5pm, RESILIENCE: Oil paintings, water- 
colours and mixed-media works by 


various artists. Also new works by 
Carole May Coty and Bruce Allen. 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY/GREAT BEAR 
FRAMING 2nd Fl,, 11631-105 Ave., 
452-8906. Open Mon-Sat 9-Spm. THE 
RED AND GREEN SHOW: Small art by a 
group of artists. Until Jan. 5. 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10344- 
134 St., 452-0286. Open Tue-Sat 
11am-Spm. THE FEAST: Christmas 
group show featuring recent works by 
gallery artists. Until Dec. 31. 


VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCIA- 
TION 3rd Fl. Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St., 421-1731. TANGLED STAMEN: 
Paintings by Eileen Raucher-Sutton. 
Until Dec. 28. 


BRITISH INVASION Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave., 483-4051, 
486-7827. By B. Roberts and Will Marks. 
A tribute to the British contribution to 
the world of popular music. Until Feb. 
10. TIX $39-$74. 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. 
Every Saturday at 11pm. Featuring 


/yets ££ wens ——— 


Rapid Fire Theatre's top improvisers. 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL The Citadel, 
MacLab Theatre, 426-4811. Adapted 
by Tom Wood. Based on the story by 
Charles Dickens. Until Dec. 30, 
7:30pm. TIX $48.15-$72.05. 


THE LAW AND THE ORDER 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, Upper 
Level, Phase III, WEM, 484-2424. The 
annual Policeman's Ball is an event 
where all of those parties involved in 
the justice system can get together 
and relax. But tragedy strikes. Until 
Jan. 27. 


THE LEGEND OF THE DRAGON 
FLAGON Celebrations Dinner 
Theatre, The Oasis Entertainment 
Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd., 448-9339. 
When a mysterious stranger brings a 
magic gift to the mysterious kingdom 
of Arborum everything turns into 
chaos. Until Jan. 26. 

A MEDIEVAL FEAST The Celtic Hall, 
Golfdome, 10104-32 Ave., 430-3663. 
Dinner theatre. An interactive event 
with music, theatre, Irish dancers and 
jugglers. Every Friday in December. 


RAGTIME Jubilee Auditorium, 


a a a 


11455-87 Ave., 451-8000. Broa, 
musical. Three American families ¢ 
upper-middle class white, one so, 
immigrant Jewish and one Harlem, 
black) embark on personal Voyages 
self-discovery. Their lives become , 
matically intertwined with one an, 
er, as well as with real-life histo;ic, 
characters. Jan. 4-6. Fri 8 pm; $3; 
2pm and 8pm; Sun 2pm and 
7:30pm. TIX $35.10-$75 @ 
TicketMaster. 


THEATRESPORTS New Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave., 448-0695 
Every Friday @ 11pm Rapid Fire 
Theatre features teams of improyjg 
TONY 'N' TINA'S WEDDING jj, 
Slipper, Northlands Park, 451-8099 
Comedy, interactive theatre. Tix pg 
31, 7pm, $85 @ TicketMaster. 


A WILL TO MURDER Rutherfo; 
House, 11153 Saskatchewan Dr, 4 
2697. Murder mystery presented ) 
The Friends of Rutherford House 
Society. Rutherford House will be 
transformed into the mansion of ay 
ailing, widowed millionairess, Mrs 
Moneysworth. Jan. 10-12, 7:30pm, 
TIX $20. 


9am-Spm. *THE CHINESE EMPERORS’ 
COLLECTION: QING DYNASTY: Rare arti- 
facts used by the Imperial Family and 
Imperial Court of the Qing Dynasty. 
Examples of garments, carved jade, silk 
embroidery and lacquer utensils. Until 
Jan. 4. *SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIG- 
INAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 
years and 500 generations, people of 
the past and present, recordings, film, 
lights, artifacts and more, Permanent 
exhibit. *TREASURES OF THE EARTH: 
Geology collection. Permanent exhibit. 
*THE HABITAT GALLERY: Glimpse the 
lakes, forests, prairies and animals of 
Alberta. Permanent exhibit. THE NAT- 
URAL HISTORY GALLERY: *BUG ROOM: 
Live invertebrate display. Permanent. 
©THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted birds. 
Permanent. *S/XTIES: Featuring Linda 
McCartney's Sixties, Portrait of an Era. 
Photographic exhibition of works by 
Linda McCartney. Until Jan 13. Backstage 
and Behind the Scenes. Photographs of 
the Beatles during their 1964 visit to 
North America. Until Apr. 1. Elliott 
Landy’s Spirit of a Generation. Jan. 13- 
Apr. 1. *Alice's Restaurant (The 
Museum Café), 488-7333. Open Mon- 
Thu 9am-8pm; Fri 9am-midnight (cof- 
feehouse evenings); Sat-Sun 10am-4pm. 
Jan, 18-Mar. 22, ¢TIX Weekend $12 
adult; $10 senior; $6 youth (7-17 yrs.); 
free child 6 and under; $30 family. TIX 
(until Apr. 1) weekdays (25% off) $9 
adult; $7.50 senior; $4.50 youth (7-17 
yrs.); free child 6 and under; $22.50 
family. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr., U of A Campus, 427- 
3995. Open Tue-Sun, 12 noon-Spm. 
Costumed interpreters recreate daily 
household activities. SAT 29-SUN 30: A 
Child’s Christmas in Wales. TIX $3 adult, 
$2 senior/youth, $8 family, child 6 and 
under free. 


VALLEY ZOO 13°15 Buena Vista Rd., 
496-8787. Open daily (until May 4) 
9:30am-4pm. *Every SUN (1-4pm): Zoo 
Sundays. SUN 6 (1-4pm); Endangered 
species. SUN 13 (1-4pm): Winter ani- 
mals. TIX (until May 4) $2.50 child (2- 
12 yrs); $4 adult; $3.25 youth (13- 
17yrs)/senior; $12.25 family. 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP 


CENTRE 11205-101 St., 479-1999. 
*Every SAT (11am-1pm): Kids arts and 


crafts and recreation, all ages. Free. Pre- 
register. *Every SAT (2-4pm): XBR 
Breakdancing. Free. *Every SUN (2- 
4pm): Métis dance lessons, all ages. 
Free. 


EDMONTON CHINESE COMMUNITY 
SERVICES CENTRE 429-3111. Asian- 
Canadian Youth Team, 11-16 yrs. Meets 
for two Saturday activities each month. 
Recreational, volunteer, fundraising 
opportunities. Workshops and discus- 
sions on various youth topics. Various 
locations. Until March. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE Jasper 
Place Campus, 10045-156 St. 497-4303. 
*Creative Movement for 2-5 year-olds. 
Starting Jan. 12 and 24. eCombination 
dance for 6-7 year-olds. Starting Jan. 7 
and 12. Teen Jazz Funk Dance for 8-15 
year-olds. Starting Jan. 12. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Kinsmen 
Park, 10633-93 Ave., 496-8787. Open 
Sun 1-4pm. #496-2925. CANDLELIGHT 
CHRISTMAS: Celtic music. TIX $18.50 
adult, $10 child (12 yrs and under). 
Dec. 27, 7:30pm. SUN 30 (1-4pm): Get 
ready for New Years. Free. 


PUBLIC SKATING www.gov.edmon- 
ton.ab.ca/arenas. Free public skating. 
THU 27 (6:15-7:15pm): Castledowns 
Twin Arena, 11520-153 Ave. and 
Crestwood Arena, 9940-147 St. (7:30- 
8:30pm): Kinsmen Twin Arena, 1979- 
111 St. FRI 28 (2:45-3:45pm): Clareview 
Twin Arena, 3804-139 Ave. (6:15- 
7:15pm): Confederation Arena, 11204- 
43 Ave. (7:45-8:45pm): Michael 
Cameron Arena, 10404-56 St. SAT 29 
(12:15-1:15pm): Confederation Arena, 
11204-43 Ave. (2:30-3:30pm): Mill 
Woods Twin Arena, 7208-28 Ave. (6:45- 
7:45pm): Clareview Twin Arena, 3804- 
139 Ave. SUN 30 (12:15-1:15pm): 
Kenilworth Arena, 89311-68A Ave. (3- 
4pm): Mill Woods Twin Arena, 7207-28 
Ave. MON 31 (1-2pm): Callingwood 
Twin Arena, 17740-69 Ave. TUE 1 (1- 
2pm): Kenilworth Arena, 8311-68A Ave. 
(6:30-7:30pm): Londonderry Arena, 
14520-66 St. (4-Spm): Mill Woods Twin 
Arena, 7207-28 Ave. 


RIVERBEND LIBRARY 460 Riverbend 
Sq., Rabbit Hill Rd., Terwillegar Dr., 944- 
$311. *Every THU (10;30am): Fun for 
ones, 12-24 months. Pre-register. 


THE CENTRE FOR WELLNESS IN 
MOTION 11908-129 Ave., 459-3908. 
*Every 2nd and 4th WED (9-11am and 
6:30-8:30pm): What is Reflexology? 
Have a reflexology treatment. 


Community drop-in clinic. 
COMMUNITY SHAMANIC DRUM- 
MING AND HEALING CIRCLE 736- 
3780, 951-2324, 439-0631. Learn 
Shamanic journeying. Meet your power 
animals and guides. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET AND 
MEETING PLACE 9142-118 Ave., 474- 
6058. THU 10 (noon-1pm): The Lunch 
Hour Talk: What do Aboriginals Want? 
with James Guest and Anna Marie 
Sewell. 


LIFE ENRICHMENT CENTRE 4936-87 
St., 462-4491. *Every SUN (11am): J. 
Darby presents The Amazing Power of a 
New Self Image. Music by Deanna Clee 
and Kelly Thomas. Through January. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton 
Chamber of Commerce, 600, 10123-99 
St. (use west door of building), 426- 
4620. FRI 4: Guest speaker and network- 
ing meeting. 

TOASTMASTERS °10451-170 St., 2nd 
Fl. Boardroom, 472-4911. eEvery TUE | 
(7-9pm): Communication, personal 
growth and leadership, weekly meet- 
ings. ¢Canadian College International, 
Baker Centre, 16th Fl., 10025-106 St., 
469-5816. WED 9 (6:45pm): Open 
house, Upward Bound Toastmasters 
meet Wednesday evenings. 


GROUNDS FOR COFFEE AND 
ANTIQUES 10247-97 St., 414-1534, 
490-1414. FRI 4-SAT 6 (7pm): Stroll of 
Poets’ 12 Days of Poetry. THU 10-SUN 
13 (7pm): Stroll of Poets’ 12 Days of 
Poetry. 


COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Calgary Tr. 
N., 469-4999. THU 3-SAT 5: MC, ven- 
triloquist Damien James and the 
Comedy Factory Improv Players. THU 
10-SAT 12: MC, comedian, magician Jan 
Charles and the Comedy Factory Improv 
Players. 


FARGOS ON WHYTE 10307-82 Ave., 
433-4526. *Every SUN: Fargos Laugh-a- 
Lot Comedy. 

JJ'S PUB 13160-118 Ave., 451-9180. 
Every WED: The Comedy Support 
Troupe. % 


CITY HALL Pedway around Churchill - 
Station, Sir Winston Churchill Square. 


MON 31 (9pm): New Year's Eve alco 
free celebration. Music, indoor ando 
door activities and entertainment, a 
countdown and fireworks. Skating pa 
outside of City Hall. Street dance on §j 
Winston Churchill Square. Fireworks 
show at 10pm; main show at midnig 
Free. 


THE GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUN 
TY CENTRE OF EDMONTON (GiC¢ 
103, 10612-124 St., 488-3234. *Ope 
Mon-Fri 1:30-5:30pm; 7-10pm. For 
information and/or support, during th 
holiday season and year-round, call or 
drop-in. Providing information and sup 
port about gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender issues. 


CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH ASS0 
CIATION 414-6307. Stress manage- 
ment for adults who live with a mental 
illness. Starting Jan. 8. Free. 


EDMONTON SHAMBHALA CENTRE 
207, 10110-124 St., 489-0707 (days) 
465-2834 (evenings weekends). *Eve! 
FRI (7:30pm): Buddhist meditation as 
Suggested donation $10. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE °*/as/ 
Place Campus, 10045-156 St. 497- 
4303. eArts-oriented trip to London, 
May 10-19. $2295. Publicity and 
Media Relations in the Arts, Applied 
Marketing in the Arts, Human Resour 
Management in the Arts, Facility 
Management, Museum/Gallery 
Management and Fundraising and 
Grants. Starting Jan. eLive Sound — 
Reinforcement. Starting Jasn 15. *Vo° 
Performance, Starting Jan. 23. *Musi- 
Theory. Starting Jan. 23. *City Cent 
Campus, 497-4001. American Sign 
Language. Starting Jan. 9. Mill woos 
Campus, 497-4087. eAmerican sign 
Language. Starting Jan. 8. *Signin9 
Exact English. Starting Jan. 8. 

KITA NO TAIKO 431-0300. Japan 
drumming workshops. Jan. 9, 14. | { 
evenings; Jan. 13 day. $35. Min. age 


NEWMAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 

15611 St. Albert Tr., 447-2993, ext 258 
*Tour to Greece and Turkey-follow te 

steps of the apostle Paul. «Theology com 
es: The Psalms, New Testament Wntn® 

Starting in Jan. «Christianity and Worl’ 

Religions. Starting Jan. 8. eUnderstanon 
Catholicism. Starting in Jan. «The His7 
of the Church. Starting in Jan. \ 
SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddiebae 
Rd., 988-2266. Adults and kids art © . 
es, professional instruction, with sm?" 

class sizes. 


adult classifieds 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 
ake $799 US per month with a spy cam 
your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie far more info. 
1-800-474-8401. 
,. ——_ BL.0906- 
FET SOMEONE IN THE NEXT 5 MINUTES 
‘Local singles, are waiting to talk to you. 
Call (780) 490-2266 
Enter free trial code: 4996 


AL-BM0913- bird 


__ ALL MALE CHATLINE 
Chat Live with Hot Local Guys! 
Or just record/listen to ads for FREE. 
780-490-2288 or 1-888-272-7277 toll free. 
Free code 8103 
AL BM 062¢~ 


*EVE * 
Sexy brunette, petite and warm 
invites you to phone. 


____WW5729-0105, 02 (Bw) 
Pussy Lockheart 
Lingerie model 
17-6540 
- : yw} 29-0103, 02 (Bwies) 
GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144 
Enter code 2310. 
yvoo7i2icL 
SBF seeking a Sexual Revolution. If UR 2 go to 


Www.shareyourfreak.com 
W127 (twh) 


| Ladies FREES | 
Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


TMD FRICNDSHIP & ROMANCE 


ye ei ms 
orircectiorm 


| SATALKS,.... 448-2957 
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GEST 


Deadline for classified advertisi 


FREE * FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
Someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 
words subject to regular price or cruel editing. Free 
ads must be submitted in writing, in person or by fax 
Duplicate ads will not be published, except by mis 
take, Free ads will not be laken over the phone. Free 
ads will run for four weeks, if you require an ad to be 
_renewed or cancelled please phone or fax the 
Classified department.Please, fax your ad to 426 
2889, or drop iLofl at 10301-108 St 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday betore publication 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


artist 


1) rt 


NOW AVAILABLE! The Works Visual Arts 
Festival's 2002 CALL TO ENTER. To receive an 
application, call 426-2122 of visit www.the 
works,ab.ca. Deadline: Jan, 25, 2002. 

nat 22 
Seeking volunteer actors, wide age range for 
interactive murder mystery, museum fundraiser 
Feb, 23. 421-9943. lermusm@telusplanet.net 

naiz20 
NeXtFest is accepting proposal submissions from 
young emerging artists of all disciplines 
Beadfine: Feb: 22. Call Steve Pirot at 455-2440 
for into or e-m next_fest@yahoo.ca 

naiz27 
ELOPE, BIG RIVER, The adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain. Auditions: 
Musicians required (country/bluegrass instru- 
ments), Jan. 18-20. @ 10835-124 St. basement 
Ph 988-0806 to book time and for info. 

majz0 
Urgent! Actors needed for Digi-feature. No exp. 
reculreds Leads: Male 28ish, female 20ish. Nat 
PORN. Call 439-8528 

oai2ig 
“Good-bye Blue Sky” A shocking tribute to Sept 
11. Paris Market, 10am-5pm sasun inden he 
*Strangely artistic’. 

nataig 
Workshop West Theatre, 2002 Playwrights 
Garage. For application ph Vern Thiessen 719- 
2136, Deadline: FRI, Jan. 18, 2002. 

nayzie 
Director and 5'8"ish male actor in 30's needed 
for One Act Festival show. Auditions for actors 
Dec. 29. Directors call ph Christie for info 439- 
9705 ASAP. 

ng}z20 


ee | = 
FOR A SEXUAL 
REVOLUTION 


COME WATCH 
AND WIN AT 


SHAREYOUR 
FREAK.COM 


EXPRESS WHAT IS 
TABOO IN YOU!!! 


ABSOLUTELY 


aad 4 — 


FOR WOMEN FIND MEN 


is 12 noon the Tuesday before publication 


musicians 


Local bands and musicians: The 
Public Library wants to buy your CD, By adding 
your CD to the Library's collection, you can help 
to publicize your act to the music-bv 
Info contact Lloyd, llitke@epl.ca 


Edmanton 


ng public 


a ea) 
Drummer, micd- 20's, 16 yrs exp., seeks others 
with an open mind, some solid technique and a 
background in early “90s post hardcore, for an 
original project (a la Drive Like jebu meets 
Dismemberment Plan). Dave 451-6773. Must be 
ready to tour 

a220 


Rhythm guitar player looking to join/form band. 
inl; rock, blueseall styles. Cal) Dave 456-6600 
evenings 
nal 220 
NEMO MUSIC SHOWCASE & CONFERENCE 
THU, Apr. 11-SAT, Apr. 13, 2002, Bostor 
NEMO 2002 is now accepting showcase appl 
cations. DEADLINE: JAN. 12, 2002. 
em showcases®nemoboston.com or Ph 781 
406-0441 for showcase application 
Info; www.nemoboston.com 
nates 
Bass player needed for creepy, melodic, acoustic 
project. Infl; Tool. Call Jay 466-8866. * 
nai 2i8 
Drummer needed for creepy, melodic 


prec Int: Tool, Mudvayne etc 
B66. 


icoustic¢ 
Ph jay 466 


nalts 


Female vocalist looking for musicians to start a 
band! Open to most types of music. Ph 992-9528 
of 901-0084 

naleta 
Experienced vocalist and lead guitar player look- 
ing for bass, drummer and keyboard player to 
form strong blues rock/elassic frock band, Back 
up vocals 4 plus. Interested call Kevin 461-0790. 

palais 


Bassist, all styles, electric or acoustic (vocals too) 
seeks working band or gigs. 439-2930, 


1200 


Experienced rhythm guitarist with strong vocals 
needed by original rock band with upcoming 
recording project and shows. Call Glen or lames 
439-3815 or Mike 905-8206 


nai 208 


Technical metal band looking for versatile yocal- 
ist, Must be open-minded, flexible and able to 
adapt quickly to different styles of metal material 
Contact Shawn @ 489-7945 (H); 451-1152 (W) 
mai206 


Too country? What's that? Original singer/song 
writer needs country music completion individu 
als/band. Call 486-0054 

nali22 


Neil Diamond tribute singer and drummer seek 
guitar, bass and keyboard. Call Ray 445-6540. 
noite 


Rock band looking for male vocalist. Ph 477 
3708, 
naiz20 


Superhero Musicians! Guitarist and bassist are 
looking for musicians interested in making the 
matic music in eclectic band. Interest in super- 
heroes a must! E-mail: thegreendragon@cana- 
da.com for infl. and other info Excelsior! 


naiz20 


music instruction 


Vocal training by Zappacosta with 30 years exp 
Serious applicants only, Slawl@telusplane! net 
1120-0108 (Bwis) 


Lessons in piano, voice, guitar and bass 
C om puss music and digital recording 


illwoods location 436-1924 
VWI 115 0109 (Bwtes) 


Lion School of Music 
Singing and theory lessons 
Enthusiastic experienced teacher with a BA in 
music. All ages welcome. Private instruction In 
Sirathearn home 469-9727 
VW11220-27 (2ates) 


my 


sr 
Husic Instruction for guitar, drums, flute, recorder, 
trish tin whistle. 
Private instruction: focus 
on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, ar’ music instruction since 
196}, 


UCTORY MEETING _ 


VW Now 2001 


Record you musical project or band 
dh jtaVanalogue set-up. 
Phone for consultation or booking 
Lion Music 
436-1924 


WW112-0124 (Berks) 


THE SUPPORT NETWORS 

Want to get some really nr 
monton’s 24-hour 
hrm fo info call 482-0198. 


employment 


TRAVEL-teach English: job Guarantee. 5 day/40 br. 
Jan, 9 oF gnlinefcorresp.) 85+ country Int'l TESOL 
teacher cerLilicense course, recog /respected world: 
wide gov'Laccred, 1000's of exoel. paying jobs, no 
dlegren ane limiVexperience ne FREE info puck 436 
57047 1-488-270-2941. www.canadianglobal.nel. The 
TESOL professionals. Free info session Dec, 21 


ALOTRS: (ongoing) 


entertainment 


VIPER ENTERTAINMENT 
for minor recording studio and karaoke parties 
available for bookings anytime 


860-992-9528 or 780-901-0084 


ViVI2TS-O10G (aks) 


house wanted 


Family looking to purchase a home with assum 
able mtg. and low downpayment 
Can move quickly. Call 418-1971 
ALI213-0207 


massage therapy 


Deep relaxation massage for your aching body 
Whyte Avenue area. Non-sexual 
Almasta 405-8765 


VW) 11081227 (Bis) 


Mr. Sidia, African Psychic, If you want to know 
anything about you ar somebody else; business 
and love; or any problems needed to be fixed 
Call 690-6632 for quick results. 
WW 1100-0124, 02 


shop/studio space 


$150/mo and up 
Character wooden building. Studio spaces 
from 167 sq, feet, util, included, Great for 
artists, jowellers, computer business, Next t 
NAIT Call 4413-97676, 1OAM-6PM MF 
vw! 210101 (Ges) 


volunteers 


Volunteers needed at the Canadian Red Cross, 
Equipment Repair Volunteers required to pravick 
basic maintenance and repairs on equipment such as 
whoelchairs, walkers, etc, Ph 423-2680. 

pa}20nia, Oa 


Want to get Into the record business? Volunteer with 

Nettwerk Records distributing promotional material 

Contact April (403)209-4 140 ar cote@nettwerk.com 
naii29 


Strong, 

Internet skills? Enjay teaching olliens 
Internet HD Operators and Shill Managers 
wanted at ECN, Security checks routine 
Be part of a dynamic team and help others become 
more Internet-savvy, Please call Sue at 414-5659, 
em: volcoord@ecn.ab.ca, 


posits 


Club Volunteer Leader: Work with other volunteers 
‘an and implement social, educational, physical, 
cultural, and creative activities for adults with a men- 
tal illness, Ph Rayna @ 414-6305 


natiol 


REACH OUT AND BEA FRIEND: Lurana Shelter, an 
inner city shelter that provides protective emergency 
accommodation to women and children esc apo 
domestic violence, Secking, volunteers: cook, child 
support, receptionist, hou ehold assistant, and hair 
dresser. Can you spare a few hours eac h week to help 
a woman or-child in nec? Lear new skill ancl gain 
new experiences by volunteering at Lurana Shelter 
You can make a difference. For into ph Susan @ 422 
7263, ext, 237, of em: koles@atonementhome.com 


nati0i 


TREBAS aye 
INSTITUTE Prsee 
www.trebas.com =— ammo 


112 East 3rd Ave., Vancouver, 8.C. vst 108 
TT be Ti Tareas J 
STION WITH THE LIVERPOOL INSTITUTE JOR PURFORMING ARTS 


PARTNERS IN A 
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CONTINUES... 


All 


' CDs & DVDs 
ON SALE! 


20% OFF All white tag regular priced CDs 
10% OFF All white tag regular priced DVD movies 


_ = 2s 
7 irc € Dh Ws Besermber a — 


=[e> 4) lcm @ y+) aN tian tein ted oir 
NOW ONLINE “DOWNTOWN 10304 - 109th St. 498-5505 


F E “NORTHSIDE 9499 - 137th Ave. 413-0600 
@FUTURE SHOPca 


